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The Esperanto Pres s�re Groun at the League ci f  Nations 

I. INTRODUCTIO� 

1 9 2 0  - 1 9 25 

In 19 2 0 ,  the f i r s t  year that the League of Nations �et 

in Geneva, one of thc mo s t  hope ful gro�p s s e e k i ng support from 

League members were the Esperant i s ts, advocates o f  the i n ter­

nati onal language, Espe ranto . Esperanti s t s  b e l ieved that the 

suppo rt o f  the League would enable them to persuade national 

gove rnment s  to adopt E s pe ranto a s  an inte rn a t i9nal a ux i l i a ry 

1 anguage . The purpese o f  th i s  werk i s  to e xamine the e f forts 

o f  the Espe rant i s t s  to ga i n  i nternat i o n a l  acceptance through 

.the League and to con s id e r  the reaction of League members to 

the p roposed wo rld l anguage . 

a )  Back ground 

The Espe ranto movement had begun in 1 8 8 7  with the pub 1 i ­

·
c a t i o n  o f  A n  I n ternational Languaqe by "Dr . Esperanto , "  or 

"one �ho hopes" .  The brochure presented a preci se, constructed 

l an guage, based ma inly o n  root words of Ne s t  European l anguage s. 

S i nce the gramma r of the new 1anguage was s imp 1 i f ied, tendi ng 

t o  be more cons is tent and logica1 than tho se of �ational 

langu ages , it was cons iderably e a s i e r  t o  l e a rn. 

"Dr . Esperanto", or Louis Lazarus Zi'\mer.hof, ( 1 8 5 9-1 9 1 7 ) , 

was a young Po l i sh ocu1 i s t  of Jew i s h  origin . Zamenho f had been 
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; , . , I' ' ' ,' .�· , , .. :;•; ��i� 
working on this project since his high ·schqol days,' 1�hen he: ·}I 

'. • • I • • I . I . 
·' . . ' . ' : I • • ; � ' • '(� •• . 'r ! " f 

had studied Greek, �atin, F�ench, German and.�nglish •. :,His�0, � 
• ', , \o 

• ' ·,.' '; '.' ';' �·-·� '·. '' ' .• � ,·,:·Ii /:� 
father, a press censor and teacl1e; 

,·of modern languages qn<;l •. •11'.1": 
-�.. , . . l ;:·'' ·, . ' � :. j ' .i :'· (• ' . •  �� 

geography, had had little! sympathy' witl{ his. kc;:'h ··� · ��.et.iviti � � .J' ;::� 
, I ' 'il '• \.l . • .r, !'/ ' � t.• IJ; 

and had insisted zanierinof .pursue medical ��udie( :at:,' .{1o'kcow \;' : . i�J 
: !. ' ',' ·, I 't 1 ' "' •: , \)� I 'i;,j ' \'' t.�J •1l..� :) . . , : '.:' ·t..- ; t� 

. University. During his. son 1 s absence1', he had e,yen ' bth:ned; aü' :: i : 
, , • q �i, I . ,, ., ll' ·<:� '•t l'l �·/f\,1 ' l · �.! ., t � � .. "'f' �-f: 

zamenhof 1 s manuscripts :'1 However,' · Zame�h�f J h�di ii. '�tr�ng ; : , 1• ·;:· ': ;t i. 
· 

• . • • .. ,1:. . ..• �-� ·::·· �' r- '· - � ."- ,!,�;:�;-�·:,.,· �- · ... .:-;� �r�f 
faith in the need for an internatiön'1lr.auxili'a�y }ari��ag� 1 1/ '

. ,• . ;> .: , • ·•1 , ' ·.- : f);�t' : \L·J 11 1 "f, �(.ln\�_ -�"� 
to help _unify mankind, and had·persistea,." ·:·; ,:··; · : �.:."·:,.4 ' , 1;:: 'il-h 

. . 1;_-· .. i . , o�· .. ·.,,.�.:: : � �
�.· :�r ..�.�\ -.' ·.:, - � . �� -�r<: �� · !�;·_: 

As a native of Bialystock/, �11e �u.sßf .�n, p.a
.
r�\:of.: pa7tft��.r

:�� 
' I • I !, . ' ... \ ' -� . � t 'I.. ' I. ' i I ' ' ' 'J • ' I �1, 1.� 

Poland, where Polish, German, �üslJiari ,a�d )�f,dd�s,h : 9 qh\p,e�edi. )"\JJ) 
· ·�. •. i ··• ·�·,;,' \'·n :. f 1-� �- l ·· ,  iw;l1 ,•'ff'·'.e< 

Zamenhof was sensitive to .t he di visiÖn','and
. 

/strt' 'fß . aa4sed� b�!\,'.: i t' :.' 
,1 L! ' -� . · • · ·: ·' t • � ·-�; · .� \-n �,, ,� , · . . -� ... . -\ ('. , , , , -� ! . , .,_ ·r · ·n .. 1 .. . , ,.. � .. 1,1(,� • ··_r.l l \ ' i�: ._ .. 

national language difference's. · �amenhof, p�l.ie'Wci:· ��&t � th�:·:·:����� !' - . • I ' ' '} P•� ! � t'r.·.'"'' , ��:',:).i f,t t'>�l,., �\'�11 
spread of a neutr'al world langua�e �would, lead'·' tq :1r ntl��h'�tJbJci�:�· 

.. : .. :." j· ,.�.··1-� 1: � - - , { � t �
·
. ) :� ;t� 1 J 11':�: ��ll' ,\' 

understanding and brotherhood - a concept .thati l!ißcam� \no�n·· .��· ,' .} 
2 °' 0 I J ;! _ p;f' \\ �-' ,\ 

as the "interna Ideen (or inner idea) ·of Esperqnt,o. >•;· ·;:.1 ; · ... 1) : ·: ,; ' I : 1 
> ' • J .•f ''t{d')� This aspect of the language had hp.d 'qs muclf' � pf';tue;n..:�:. :l, j1 

· . ··• · 1 . · • · • :l·• :il•t . • . :�,· . I ·. � · ·i' ... \ ·� ... I ... ' l if ,.I • �l-1 ) 
in attracting early supporters as did the la:ng\l,age , $, ,.;J..fnsu�s-1-k;: 

t• I "1 • -1../ tl . , 1·· .{f:J'/ I , .. -" ' 
' I  ' 'j I �:' f f�t·� ' ( {' • !;. 

tic and practical merits. The first supporte�'!l · of ·.J;:�p,e·r,al} �o'/•f'\\ 
' I • 

·
'�-• ' l ' < '�',L '· 1 ' \j- • ), ' ., . ,: ·' \i ��. ·, � :f J ,1, .t; . .A /.' 

·� ,·.� .. ;��t;• f l :r , 
1 .  E. D. Durrant, The Language Problem, London,· Esper;arito .: :·\,;i' / 
Publishing Co., 1943, p. 38. 

. ,·;:.� .' 1 . � ·�.');:.,)>{ 
2 .  According to Zamenhof 1 s presidentiai address at the Th:i'rd'·< .I 
Esperanto Congress at Cambridge in 1907, his •1interria ideo" iC 
was to· establish a neutral foundation on which the various l :�;;·; . 
races of mankind may hold peaceful, brotherly intercourse,�·� � 
wi thout obtruding on each other 1 s '�acia� d' t:ferences ·' · ','·: ,. ·J . �·.' · ,� . ! ' ' ' . \ . ' ' '.;�!! :·; '� .... : .. ;.; ,:·t.}:);f. 
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mos t ly Ru s s i un c i t i z ens , l have been desc ribed a s  "la rge l y  

o f  a n  i d c a l i s t i c  turn o f  mind , i n  f u l l  s ympathy wi th the 

.humani tarian aspects of the i nternationa l l anguage ideal" . 2 

Sur;portcrs o f  Esperanto were o f ten d ra \vn to the idea 

o f  in ternationa l federal i s m  as we l l .  Hector Hod ler 3 for 

ins tancc, looked to ''the ideal from which w i l l  emerge a 

new  intern at i ona l orde r  based on the col labor a t ion of a l l  

peop l cs uni ted i n  federa t ion . "4 On such a f e d e ration would 

1. I n  1 8 8 9 , when the f i rs t  Es peranto j o urna l ,  l a  Espera n t i s to,  
began pub l i c a t ion in Nurnberg, i t  had 5 4 4  s ubscr1ber s ,  o f  
which 355 were i n  Rus s ia , 1 2 4  i n  Germany, 5 6  i n  Sweden , 1 0  
i n  France, 6 i n  U . S . , 4 i n  Ita l y , 3 i n  B u l g a r i a ,  2 i n  Spain 
and 1 eac h  in Eng land, Be lgium, Portugal and Bra z i l  ( re f : 
E . D .  Durran t , op . c i t . , p .  5 0 ) . Moreove r ,  the f i rs t  Esperanto 
s oc i e t y  was founded in S t .  Petersbur g ,  in 1 8 9 2 . Unfortunate l y , 
the movement in Russ i a  s u f fered a se tback i n  1 8 9 5 ,  when l a  
Esperanti s to pub l i s he d  an article o n  ' Commons e n s e  a n d  Belie f '  
by Co unt ·rols toy , bringing i t  under the ban o f  the Rus s ian 
censorsh i p . 

2 .  E.D . Durran t ,  o n .  c i t . ,  p .  4 9 .  

3 .  Hodler ( 1 8 87-1 9 2 0 ) , a pac i f i s t , and l eading Esperanti s t .  
A Swi s s ,  llodler had f i r s t  become i n tere s ted i n  Esperanto i n  
1 9 0 3  a t  the a ge o f  1 6 . H e  founded the Journa l Es pe ranto i n  
1 9 0 7, and the Un i ve r s a l  Espe ranto Assoc ia tion i n  19 0 8 .  

I 
4 .  H .  f!od l e r ,  ' l e Coupabl e ; la Voix de l ' Human ite ( a  \ve ekly 
j ournal pub l i shcd in Laus anne---sytne League for the De fense 
of Huma n i ty a n d  for the Organ i z ation o f  its Progres s ) , 
Ap r i l  12, 1 9 16 .  



.. ··- .",_, , IA j l '/;_ 
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depend the success, of Esperanto. Z.imenhof hirnself realiz�q .!1,i v'! 
• r . , ! 1: �-. •;'1 .';_ <:: ;,,� 

the possible role of some auth�rÜative external age:�c{ wJ:o's'� ·· �,;-';.: 
. . ·, : 

� : 1. , · · • a 1 o1 ,.,1 � �- · :·· · · ,:r{��- � ,:· ;� �� --: ·; 
decisions would be regarded as ·final.' Iri a letter. dat'eict.· , · .·.,' ;, .i l·:\.; 

• • • j 
• �- .: ' �if ·.: ·i> January 18, 1908  '· Zamenhof wrote :. "Vfhen the m�t�er 'shal1• 1, .i; .' · , 

! • ' . • - ·o: - :_ ··: �� ,-1, ;\ �- > .. � 
have been'taken in' hand by some. gtea t agency (e ··�. '; the govern-, ,:··.: 

r' , I , , ,' 1 . . • .  , , , , . ' , -:-· :I�� 
ments of the grE;'!at nations) , . whic.h by' �·�ason · of· its power , · ;",1 · .;; . I .· • . � t ' 11� • 1 ·; • �-� . • • .; 

will' be in a position to give us 11ot• merely ov�iconÜdent! ,: lW"·': . . ' � � • . . 1- • . ,I',_ : -1'f- l i·�: 
verbal promis��' but, �ull gu�rantee that it wiÜ �arry � ur:-<) ' i:l�� 

.I • ' ; >: . '1 ::I' 111.: :.:,,1 � ·., ·. \:� f. 
project to, i ts goal more certainly than we, and tbat':.it ,:\'>'i':j.'l}.\.tL. . . ;• , , : ,.,: . J' ·. • \H\";'\ ' 
not lightly commit itself to a dec'isiori·· before·' . th� se' · · �haÜ·:;;,� ;�:� ... , . I ,I . , • ·:·: .{•, {j .:!!· ·: · ,�•. ,f I ' ',:\ ���), 
have been subjected to definite and pJ�ctical, �e�t��. ' .t�.�� :!.);.:iM 
we can confidently transfer to this great· agency' the .. :fate .. ·, .:l�··i*�;; 
of our affair. "1, 

1> o', , •; ' : .', ) ;,': ;.f:t�J t�� 
. 1 • ) . 1 � ::'··,\f· .... Jr,}�i 

. ; ·:.t: . , �, · 
�·��� .... \ ::·.�� \).): :.,rr�·:� :i:·:r 

The major selling point of the E�perantis�S· ,�as:, piat' 'tj'�'f: · i 
. I 'II I 'l · ' '  ; . .  I . Cf( l :'fj ' l 1 ( 

the inter.national adoption of Esperanto,' a constr�cted · �ii�g:u,a.9�·� 
' , ,''.fl ' I I 1J �!>t,.r� 

1�ould have all the benefits of one .world lang!l�ge, th� b�.��k:�;:�(fl ' . . � . � . . ����.·� ;.�� 
ing down of linguistic cultural barriers to mutu�l understap��"l 

' I· ' : ( ,: t; '· \ ;:�}_.� 
ing and world peace. This would be ach:le'ved' by Esperan'to •, ·

� \h�·: · ' . i_ ' ' I ' ,.::J) •r-1 •J/.',f.l . ' 

,' 

'
/ 

,, 
.
. , wi thout the drawbacks of a national 1�orld language ·-- ,··cu)..tura. ;�; 

jealousies and fears of linguistic imperialism. .. : . ·r�::.;:;;::.1�:, 
) I 1 � :· •:di . �:·. �'�:· 

1 .  Quoted in the Report on an International Lanquageb/'th'E!. ; :::: 

British Association for the advancement of Science, publish�d�A 
by the Association in London, 1 9 2.1, p. 1 2. ··''):.:· . .,\ 

l ('i{ ,(; ' ' •',' · 

', . · : .< :',!01 1,\' '\I d ,,J:' �. - � 

: ·.,·�:. ;�, .. \h i; 
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Si nce thc decl ared a i m  of the League was a l so wor l d  p e ace , 

through thc friendly a s sociation of a l l  n a t i ons on a b a s i s  o f  

equal ity and co-opera t io n ,  the League cou l d  be expected to 

agr.ee ·wi th the neces s i  ty for such a l anguage . O the r groups 

profcssing u n i ver s a l i s t  a nd pacif i s t  ideolo g i e s  had a l re ady 

demons trated s upport fo r E s p e ranto . They included the Inter­

n a t io n a l  Red Cross, 1 the Young Men ' s  Chr i s t i an Assoc i a t i o n, 2 

the Roman Catho l ic Church, 3 and the Soc i e ty of Friends, 4 or 

Quakers. 

1. Pu ring l'lor ld �var I ,  the Inte rna t ional Red Cro s s  had 
recommended i ts \vorker s le a r n  Esperanto . 

2. The a s s ocia t ion had d i s t r i buted thousands of Es peranto 
lesson books· to p r i soner of war camps bctween 1 9 1 4 - 1 9 1 8 .  

3 .  The Roman Cathplic Esperan t i s t  journal, Espero Katho l ika 
( C a tho l ic Hope ) ,  had rece ived papal b l e s s i n g  (r e f :  League 

of Nat ions, Es e ranto a s  an Internat iona l Aux i 1 i ary Lanaua e, 
Repor t  of the enera Secre tar1a t to t1e Th1rd Ass embly, A . S .  
( 1 ) , 1 9  2 2 , p .  12 . 
4 .  Quakars were very i n teres ted in Espe ranto as a n  i nstru­
ment of peace . A Friends' Esp eranto Association was formed 
in 1 9 2 1  in Lenden ( r e f :  the B r i t i sh Esperant i s t , vo l.  1 7, 
1 9 2 1, p. 24.) 

·: 1 1: 

:,I .; 
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6 . '  
Esperantist attempts to overcome national ;tanguage ... · !. '.:;k 

barriers had ,also brought support froin interhat�onally:;
. 

,l ;'1' 
. 
;•.''.':�:�/; 

' ' . . � ' ' 1 : .; ' '•'\: � "j.. 

oriented groups such •as Freeinasons · imd Rota 'rians ·� 1 '·, ·�± s\i�ch 1 /�· .. ::. :; . . - " • ;�:- -�;- .- -L' 
from such 'liber�l' 'internationalist suppor.ters \�ere• those , ., · .. ·,,r .·· .. ,";-. , . : . . · . . , L� ; ·_ i.)' ' :; 
of the int ernational left;, - the Socialist 1 the Cominunistf,.i : · �:..l�f�' t ' 
In France I for example I Esperan ,to w�s ad�oc ate d b}r Ro�a�

·
h ; ,: <:�{�{� 

Rol land2 and by Henri Barbuss e .3 
. ; �· :-·; i/�f f 

In  Russia 1 a conunission·. ·· 1 '1i-1J.: ' : ' 1 ' I r � ; ' ���1>. 
had been appointed in January 1 91 9 by the People''s COitunis.- · ') � · : ·/ ;:,j .. � ' ' ' l'· !.'• ��:: �� . 
sariat for Education to examine .the question, of teachfng!: :�n ':\•: j1;,,:;,\:· 1 . ' ' ' . . . ' •' !·,·· ; (:1 international language in Soviet schoo1s . 

4' 
had recommended Esperanto . 

. ' . !' 
• i ' I 

' 

The conun�ss�on · . · t ·' : •i .. : . ; . _ :::.��::;�.,�; 
•· :·1'' . ,. ,t)iJ, 1 ,: T.:; '; l , 1\.•\,�lr r .y 

,·, ' . 'i , . �-, , ; -� �--�- ·r. � 1 . Esperantist Freemasons and Rotarians had formed societies '•V� 
which participated in the annu al universal  Esperanto co'ngress'i,:''l:!:. 
es , and l ike other specialized groups , were a direct �art . o f ��� l\ 
the movement ·. 1 • · . • ,.,., ,•ji 
2 .  �o l l�nd � 1866-19H), French \�rite 'r 1 ,;,��ner o

·
�
' 

t�e 1g15 ,·�:· >-:\.�-�; 
Nobel Prize for Literature . During Wor1d vJar I , ,lRolland ha� . ,'ii:;�: 
l ived in Switzerland and had Pl.lblished a famous series of  ·,; 1 ; i l 'i articles (Au-dessus de la melee) urging France and Germany .;·,.1 (: ' :·N 
to respect tru�h and humanity throughou� the war . , · This .had �. ;·:.: :}J� 
not endeared h�m to the government of e� ther countr y . ' l �tl·itJ. . .- . i l • ,,,), 
3 .  Barbusse ( 1 8 7 3-19 3 5 ) , •.vell-kno \vn French writer , pacij:ist .' i :��ij 
C�mmunist (as  did Privat , Barbussei wrote for l ' Humanit.e',· the:: i/fr 
socialist paper founded by Je an Jaures). Like Rolland , Bar-� .• �) 
busse pub �ished artic1es supporting Esperanto in le Tra�aili�6�:� 
Esperanti.ste. In 19 2 1 , Barbusse was Honorary Pres�dent of , . :,i·. ·.· ;: · 
the F�rst \vorld Congress of Labonr Esperantists , the Sennäci eta �:\' 
Asocio Tutmonda . ' ·' , ·{�);,;. :.. ' · /'t:: 
4 ,  League o f  Nations , Esper anto as an Intern ation al Auxi 1i är "x \ )� 
Language , op. cit . , . p .  9 .  . ,·, . i ,:;:, ;�·: 

' 
'· 1 ' '):\�11� 

·' � � "\'' !,, � ,·, \', �- ��tt� 
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Esperanto a t tracted not only idea l i s t s , but a l s o  u t i l i - � 
t a r ians . These men s aw the l a nguage a s  a pra c t i c a l  tool , :•� 
u s eful in forc ign trave l and comme rce , and i n  the excharige 

of ideas . Gene ral Hippoy t e  Sebe r t , l for ins tance , was a 

b al l i s tics expe r t , and member of the French Academy of Scienc e s , 

who had,  as Pres ident of the Bibl iographical Institute of 

Bru s s e l s  and founder of the Paris  branch of that organ i z ation , 

come to rea l i z e  the prac t i c a l  nece s s i ty for an inte rna t i on a l  

language . He joined the French Society for the Propaganda of 

Es pe ranto in 1 9 0 0 , and his orga n i z a t i onal ski l l s  soon brought 

him to the forefront of the movement . In 1 9 0 5  he founded the 

Congre s s  Organi zing Commi t tee and the Central Offi ce i n  Pari s . 

Another examp l e  wqs John Merchant , 2 who as a Sheffi e l d  

bus ine s sman , w a s  a b l e  t o  per s uade various Ch ambers of Comme rce 

of the practical uses of Espera n to . Merchant was President 

of the Dr it ish Esperanto Associa t ion from 1 9 2 2  to 1 9 3 1 , and 

i n  1 9 2 3 ,  was Pre s ident of the Interna t ional Conference of 

Trade and Transpo r ta t i on Organ iza t ions for the Diff u s ion of 

a Common Conur.e rical Language , held in Venice . 

1 .  Sebert ( 1 8 3 9 - 1 9 3 0 ) , fo rme r arti l lery offi cer in the 
French co lon ies,  founder and director of the Central Nava l 
Labor a tory , also founder and Pre s i dent of the Interna t i onal 
Sc ience As soc i ation , a n  Espe rant i s t  organ i z a t ion . 

2 .  Me rchant (b. 1 8 7 2 ) , h ad also been active i n  the YMCA and 
i n  the Wednes day Cr i t i c s  C l ub� 
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b ) Organization öf 
I ' \ \ .'!''1,' 1: '!_..;i :; 

In 1920 , the Esperant o movement was not 1 directed · by one :· f 1; 
) i 1 ' [. • f ·� .: f;� .. :� � 1 

central body, but by national organizations and by a .sys�e � tL .. Z' ' ' I ' ' ·,'J : I l ' ; ;· '. � ,·) ' 
of annual international congresses. Local Esperanto .sci? i'etie's 1 , ' 

. · . \,. . ! · 1 ·-�: i< '1 ·!�. :-.�.r�:_·� : ��· r: 
were usuall y affi liated to a national organizati 'o n , su cq ; f:�' : 1 ;(: . : . � 

. • I • " . •' . ' · ' ' ·1 '� :}> .: l � •• 

the British Esperanto Association, or 'the . French Sc;>,ciet:(.'' . j:o.r�;d ;;. , \ 
I' ·' .' " : ' ''· : , t .l 1'14 the Propaganda of Esperanto . These national · orga�izatio'ns ,,::..-.�·!;, 

. �
·
;··

. --� •··• ! . . ��·r � - .r� � 
and the speciali zed Esperanto grou�s1 came toget�e f'·,a � �nr,�<U;i:v;: 
con gresses . ' . , . ·.. : : , .":� �,' ;ji!:·:, ' ,:.' .J'·: ��.··:J.' /�(i�1 

These congresses had been htÜc;l in a' ' dif �er�·�� ' city
!�
:,� r��}\Ü} 

year2 since 19 0 5 . They not only provi ,ded social ,. �co n't act ' fbr' ·i ·'jg\· 
',· ! �··' l :· d; ·l"" .�.· � lt. lt.�� 

the me mbers , but also selected representatives ub s.iit on : � ' 1 1l :'' - �'; · · · ;�, . · : ·'>· .. \ t ,+ur 
such governing bodies as ,the Esperdnt� Academy ; ,the , eongres s ·!l· i l l · 1 . - ' 1' l 'l • ·1 -: ' ,· - ·) �0·;�: 1. Organizing Co rim\ittee and the Univ .�rsai Es�

'eran '�o ' �sscib�atio,iF 1'l; ··'l I I I I <' �� � , I•' � �> 
I ' I,, ' ,1 1• : -; ,�]'�-.t,t (the latter was not then considered an ' official insbt,;tu,ti<Dn•i(·,., ' , . : {J, � r��� � , � i.��� � 

of the moyement , but a private one ) . Meetings 'were held aJ;. l� 1 ; (•1 
i I , , , 1' /t " ' J� ' , f� i�{� L\lo { 

the annual congresses . 1 11 : ' ' �\ , �\j �:�� � ) ,:t . , . · ·
.
·1 �; � �1l� � .�.' �Tr ·. "I j �·:; . . : ti·:•r'!t;•, d· 1·i� }� ' 

. . . . . ',• . � ;;r.� ··r .. �;'Tr�<;> 1 .  For example, at the Un iversal Esper�nto Congress of ! 1906 '�- 0 
�n Geneva � s r:ecial meetings were hel?- by Esperantist jour�a�"1·. /.� 
1sts, soc1al1sts, freemasons, Cathol1cs , Protestants, .paC1f1sta, 
Red Cross members, lawyer s, businessmen, . temperance bel ie 'iers , ;'i 
doctors, pharmacists, musicians, stenographers, and th ös e i,n :.. ,·,'t i 
terested in science . ( E . Privat 1 Historie d'e . .J.a l ingvo · estier:-· ''0) 
anto , Leipz ig, v . 2 , 1927 , p. 40). ., , , .. �,���1 � ., Vri • 
2 .  Except 1916-1 9 1 9, due to the disr�ption of l�orld War L, · 

·\ \ 
, . • ,i 

I �·. ,!\ 1� '.t �,· i 
' ' •  ! '·.: •. 
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Anothcr organizationa l layer was formed by the local 

represcnta tivc s ca l led 1 consuls  1 •  Thes e  lvere  origin,ally  

appointed by local clubs and societies to deal wi th requests  

for  information1 and were later organi zed by the Universal  

Esperanto dssociation into a world-wide ne twork of  "delegitoj." 

In tc rms o f  decision -making, the organ i zation o f  the 

movemcnt scems to have bcen governed by the principle of  

division of  labour. Language questions were s ettled by the 

Espcrunto l\cademy or the Language Committee , l ocated in Paris . 

Propaganda was handled not only by the o f f icial  Central Of fice 

in Paris , but also by the Universal  Espe ranto Association1s 

Central Office in  Swi tzerland (as well as  by various national 

propaganda societies ) .  Decis ions on where to hold the im­

portant annual mee tings were made by n e i ther Central Off ice , 

but by the Congre s s  Organ i zing  Committee ( Pa ris ) .  

Why was the organization of  the movemen t  so d i f fuse? 

Zamenhof ,  unl ike Johann Schleyer , 1 the creator of VolapÜk 

(prior to Esperanto , the mos t  s uccess ful con struc.ted language) , 

had not attempted to take personal control by claiming the 

r i ght to con firm or deny the e lection of o f ficia l s  of the 

1 .  Johann Ma rtin Schleyer ( 1831-1 9 1 2), a pries t  from Baden 
who had become in tcres ted in an internat ional l anguage 
through his linguistic studies . In 1 8 7 8-9 he had presented 
Vol ap�k, bc lieving that for Chris tian Europe, a single alpha­
bet was a s  necessary as a s ingle religion ( E . D .  Durran t ,  
op. cit . ,  p. 3 0 ) . 

.\'- c.'lf. 
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·'· . . ·'I 
movement. Perhaps in fl uenced by · the example . of Vol apü'k 1 s $ , I' . h . ;! inte rne eine squ abb les , 'zamenhof had· from•the . first brochur�·. (Ii 

o ' " 'l ' ' 
decl ared th at 1 the autho r abandons for' all time all per�pn a,'l _';� ·:\·:. 
ri ghts ove r it . 11 �. � '·:·--/�.·�· � 

,. •':. ��I \ }f; '\· : '· 
Espe rantist membe rs too , h ad been 'tnade wary. 1by1 t �e 'v'?l a.::- ·i;;. :�.j, 

', { . H }� ' j 
p iik powe r struggles , and when , in i 8 9 3 I Zamenhof . did t sugge !:? 4 ' .,: :;j:: 

' ' 1 • .l ' -�• _ I ·, 

that Espe rantists should c re ate an Int•rn ation �l Es �e rantist ./'' � ' ' 1 ,· ' t 
I • . . -"� ( t 

Le ague , this had been rejected., .· Ac90lfdin � to this oppo:;itio � /;:: .', 
• . 1 ' . • • •  ' 'ltf· .. " : � the development o f the l anguage o o1ht to be c arried 'Out by '' .. <(";·< 

• , , , • 1 _ • , •• , h - r � _J 

writers , rather th an by any c6mmittee .·2 ::'i amenho f.;s s�gg�s#.oiA. •\::
, 

h ad again been brought up at the ' first 'unive ri al ·:con �res 51, i� ,\·J·;• i i 
• lt, . ', 1. ( ( ( f ; l�.\i 1.1�� 

1 905, but it WaS still felt th at the ili'O.Veme n�•Wi7�· t qO •you n� :· ; ir1�\ 
I • )', ' ' \  < o , 1 ' � ��; .!;\ ' \ r\ -�r.r� !; 

for an internation al organiz ation . . . 'I'he ,!?ropos �\ ' fo �. ��� · . : � ;:- ,,'Jf�� 
I • , . I . ' • ;._ - • . ·, ',,. 'I _. .<� � Inte rn ational Langu age Committee wa�. a'ccepted;. a,n ö e 'v,e�'; ,· •;. �.[;' ·.�j o I , ! '":f(•l1 f't ' 1 I --� ., . �J.-:t ' ' ' ,'L , ·,I,�i.··: r��: 

then , the precise functions of th � c9mmi ��ee �e��
�: not de :J;in .e,d. ( ,\ · ;f' 

I r. ' I ' f ' ' 0 iv ' �- J; till the 1908 Unive rs al Congress in Dresden. , Two ; <?ther .: '., . · · r•j_t:J ' ' : ',jl.•" ·�:� 
internation al bodies were cre ated in 1905: . 'I'he ·firs t , · 'I'hi!''l .'1'1, ' -' •. ' t:l: : ; ' :, ..;.';, t .t '/� Komitato Represent arnt aro de l a Nac i aj' Societoj � o .r:, Standi n;g.,;:/;·;.; 

. . \ : , ···'':.·· <i! lifi; Committee of Represent atives of 
set up in London .' 

the Nation al SocieÜes ., was' t. f".�.' 1, 
\ i . ' :·:·..::.� ,:;:\� 

1. E. D . Durrant , op. cit .i p . 45. 

2. Ibid . , p; 52 . .. , 

.. .. 

' .. ··�.·�< .. . ::l/f:·'itJ. 
I �· ;�' � '!_.·,� • '.! ;�I :•: �{.: 
·. ' ; ·;> . ' ':: :·"i,�?.; 

<: :�. ;: f�·: � �;I I; :· 



- 1 1  -

Thc second , a Congre s s  Organi z ing Committee was bas ed 

in Paris. In co-operat ion with the local societie s , it  

was  to  make arrangements for the annua l unive r s a l  congres s . 

After the reject ion in 1 9 05 of an umbr e l l a  i n te rnational 

organization , Zarnonhof encouraged General Seber t  to found 

a Ccntral Office in Pari s . This would  f i l l  the need for 

an organiza tiona l  headquarters , an offici a l  gazette , and 

. �· 

an archival record of the movement . Howevcr , actual d irection 

by the Ccntral Office , went on ly as far as the Central 

Off ice was able to persuade the other Esperanto organ i zations . 

The. continuing organizational de-centralization was 

detrimental to the movement. For the Esperant i s ts to s ucceed 

in ga ining the s upport of national governments  through power­

ful allies l ike the League of Nations , concentrated e ffor t  

wa s imperative. This  had been only partia l l y  recogni zed at 

the September 1 919  Esperanto Conference in Pari s , l'lhen i t  

w a s  forma l ly deci ded thBt propaganda e fforts in  each country 

be directed by one centra l propaganda society , which could 

have regional branches . 1 Admittedly this was an advance , but 

onc only on a local leve l. 

1 .  British Es9e ranti s t ,  vol . 16, no . 1 8 1 , January 1 9 2 0 , p . l l .  



• . . i� ' ' ·; 
'.· · 1 2 _ . . '. .,, 

The proble rn of' organiza ti on needed
. 
m�re attenti 'on 

• • ·.' :·. •1/t .:'�, 
this . Unf ortu�ately: for the move'men1;:1 the war had n9t only: /: �� · , 

·'}.·· ' 
t ' , : :. · .  \: .'''_,, · --� .... - .\._!: ��c. 

· wiped out a large nurober o·f poten ti al le aders 1 but H: had · �, ,., ·l: ··:.:"-\ 
left the pre-war organiz ati on of _1;-he movement;,in qis an;-ay;' . :'J 

.. . . . \' . . . .· ' ' ·.�- 1/ 
During the w ar 1 the main iristi tuti ons of tbe moven;e�t ' (p �e'as E( \ ' . ,' ·, "� ·,�\��,..�\ see oppos ite page } had declined ; p ar ticul arly 'affec t�d were ·��r 

1 , I• • I • .. ·' 
• •. � f,� �� 

the Central Office and the Congress prganizing Commi tt�.e ,  ,; , ; 11 :• 
. · .. , t · . . �-:' ·: .• ·.' .. -� 

b oth based in Paris . The �nl y mai n Esperanto organ�?��J.on,:•:-,< i. 
'' 

1 
t ' t l, f !' o I' \, ' • �r, I) •.i: o : • f. 

whic h had functioned regul arl y durin g the war was t;he Uni- ·•t,.:t:.'' . ! . t !, I .•.:-� ! �. ; .I • .  t "V 
vers al Esperanto Ass oci ati on :1 ··> ,. '· ·.,, 1 t·A .,:. .' : ·· ,.···· ::: :�·, 

The movement needed a le ade t.. Yet Zarrie.�h� f : :h�d �ie� :i�:·� ::·;n1 
of a he art att ack du�ini. the war . 

' '• ' ,'.!:' ' ; ' . ' . • .  ' • :'· •! . 
Gener al ,sebe J:t was wel l

. ', ;·>i· 
. . . , , .. ·. ·:' '·:. :.�-.. ·:-. '• '��·:_: .. -. ��J�;:;.�: 

on in ye ars ( 81 ) , and not in go o.d health.' ·In AP.t'i l 1\i92 0 ,, �. � ··· , ' !/ ·, ! : '., .' •,�� ,·;: I · ·�:: ··�·�·, 
he wrote to the young Swiss Vice-Presi ?-ent· o.f· the 1 Univers al' .• :•,t; "' , , , • 11 ,- -� · ,  j •I "t. ·. �} Esperanto Associ ati on 1 Edmond Privat , "the ,' )lns.te ad y s ,t äte .; 1 · f;.�, 

, ! I , . :� ;_ .; \ � t\. 
of my he alth . . .. prevents me from intervening as muc h as I' ·:.·.;,�•,': 

: . · . . ,; . ' . . . 'r.' l! !, \:1 
would like in the rec over y of the Esperantist ,move rltent:,Jh

'·: l/�r·· .. : 
· . .\ -· �.', � , r,·- ��· t )-�/ France . " 2 Within the Univers al Esperanto A�s oci at1 on · i t s ,l f � . . � 

. . 

' 
·
, .. : 'i . \ ' ' ': \1:;::�:·: 

1. Even the members hip of the u. E � A. had 'declined · from' · ".' : · ·, · · 

7 2 3 3 in 1 9 1 4  to 3 894 in 1920 (Laj os KÖkeny, V ., Bleier . 1·}.'.''··, 
( eds . ) Enc ikl opedi o de Esperanto, Budapes t, Literatur a .r ' 
Mond o, 1 9 3 3-34 , vol. 2, p . 548.) . . . ,·! 

t 0 • .:: ! ' i� ,\r' ; • 2. Fr om a letter in Frenc h, Apri l 1 , · 1920 , Privat P apers .: • .' ·',:."1-.j 
· · ,", � {, · ··';) (ii1;l 
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Haro1d Bolingbrok Mudicl had recent ly died, Hector Hodler 
was near death of tuberculos i s , and Edward Stettler1 was 
o fte n ill for months at a time with ' n erve crises • . 3 

1 . Mudi c ( 1 8 8 0 -1 9 1 6 ) , f6un d�r of the Es perantist ( 190 3), 
Presi dent Of the Bri tish Esperanto Assoc 1at1on , editor of 
the British Espe rantist ( 1 9 0 4 - ) , a founding me wber of the 
Un1versa1 Es peranto Association in 19 0 8 ; Mudie had presi ded 
over the U . E. A . from 19 0 8 -19 16 . 

. 2 .  Ste ttl er, (b. 1 8 80 ) , an Esperantist since 1 9 0 8 , succeede d · . Hod1er i n 1 9 20 ,  a s Direc tor of the Universal Esperanto 
Assoc iation. 
3; Accor din g to a 1etter from Hodler to Privat , �ebruary 1 7, 
1 9 20 ,  Privat Pape rs . 
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·oFFICIAL INSTITUTIONS OF THE ESPERANTO NOVEMENT 
. ,! . 1 9 20 

, ; 

ESPERANTO ACADEMY 
President :  Theophile Cart ' 
founded in 1 908 
based in Paris 'il!· 
function : language regula .tion , 
t hrough the 
LANGVAGE C0�1HITTEE 
based �n Par�s 
founde d in 1906 

President: Theophile Cart 
Vice Presi dents : 

Dr . E . Mybs 
J.H. Warden 
A . Grabowski 

; . •  
'�;:'• 

, .  
•:. 

KONSTANTA HEPRESENTANTARO 
(de la Naciaj Soc�etoJ) 
Standing Commi ttee of Representatives· 
of t he National Societies founded 1 
in 1 9 05 by the first international 
Con gress 
Presi dent : Genera l Sebe rt 
Secretary : Gabriel Chavet '. !' 

·:• . 

General 
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Thc man who di d become the Centrnl fi gure of the move-
. . d d . 1 ment dur1n g the pos t-war ye ars was E mon Pr1vat , Due to 

t he death of !!edl er and to Stettler ' s frequent illnesses , 
it was Privat who in 1 9 2 0  was left with the actual c ontrol 
of thc Universal Es peranto Ass oc i ation . Privat had been an 
Esperantis t since early yout h. In 1 9 05 ,  with Hector Hodler , 
he had l annche d a magazine for young Esperantists , Juna 
Espe raJ;I:i sto. Privat and Hodler were then 1 6  and 17 ye ars 
of age. Privat had al so helpe d llorller found the Univers al 
Esperanto Associat ion , and t he journal ,  Esperanto (whic h 
Privat then edited between 1 9 2 0  and 1 9 3 4 . )  Pr ivat prove d of 
great i mportance to the move ment not only bec ause of his 
abil iti es, b ut als o bec ause of his pos it ion , as a Swiss , 
as a lecturer in linguis tics at the Univers it y of Geneva, 
and as in tcrpreter and �ater technical advis or at t he League 
of Nat ions . In Geneva, t he he adquarters of the Le ague , the 
Inte rn at ional Labour Off ice , the Red Cross and other inter-
n ati onal organizations , Privat was favour ably pl aced to deal 
with thcs e bodies . 

1 .  Privat ( 1 8 8 9 - 1 9 6 2 )  had been born in Geneva, in a wel l ­
known tonehing family . He ha d studi ed at thc Coll �ae de 
Gen �ve , the Universit� de Paris an d cambridge . Hi s-thesis 
( 1 9 1 2) had been on Polish aspirati ons , an d he had been Presi­
dent of the Intern ational Committee for the Independence of 
Pol an d. He lvas Secretary of the S lviss Committee for the 
Rights of People . 

' 
1· , 
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Re-or.cnn i zu t ion 

At thc firs t post-war Un iversal Esperanto Congress  

he1d in  the summer of 1920 a t  the  Hague , 1 two prominent 

Esperantists from without the Un iversal Esperanto Association, 

J.R . G. Isb r Ü c k cr2 and ,\lberto Al essio , 3 pre s sed for a radical 

re-orgunization of the movement . Edward Stettler , the 

Director of the Universal Esperanto Associat ion , of course 

agrecd . "It ( the organi zation o f  the movement} mus t  be 

concen trat0d as much as poss ible; on ly thereby can we develop 

our grca t strength. oo4 Hm�ever ,  both he and Privat seem to 

have rc f r uined from too much overt pub l i c  pres s ure in that 

direct ion . 

1 .  The Congres s  was attended b y  abou t 400 Esperantists , o f  
which 1 0 0  were Bri tons , b u t  only 5 were French (re f: E. 
Privut , Hi s torie de la l inqvo esceranto (Hi s tory of the 
Esperanto Languaqe) op . cJ.t. ,  p. lOO� Obvious l y ,  the 
French Esperan tists were-ril a greatly weakened pos i t ion. 

2. Isbrtlcker (b. 18 89}, a Dutch engi neer , member of the 
Languuge Co1runi ttec, and Esperanto Academy. His wi fc , 
Jul i a  Isbr�ckar , was President o f  the Dutch Esperantist  
Association . 

3 .  Alessie (b . 1872}, an Ital ian mathematic ian , o f ficer in 
tho Italinn Navy and author of seve ral books on sc ience and 
navigation. Aless io's name i s  often mentioned in accounts 
of  �sperant i s t  technical conferences as an o fficial repre­
s entative of the Italian Navy Ministry . 

4 .  Quoted in German by the Germana Esperant i s to ,  August­
September 1920 , no. 8/9 , p .  101 . 

• f • �� 
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The Congress at the Hague was generally in f avour o f 
( ' {: 1  

some form o f re-organi z ation 1 bu� �as, unabl� to debide to � 
... .. ... .. \ what extent . The Congress the�efore ' decided to appoint a. , ' I •  

cornrnission to study the entire question ·o f re-organ i z ation1 • •  '.: ' . '1 ' . 
and to report to the next Congress . 1  , Thi s cornrniss 'io'n . was: , .. :. l ,  I r: ;i: .. �t' • .. -� 
so composed as to s atisfy both the Paris Central Office ·:· ' i� > 

; · f ,.�:r. ,:-
and the Universal Esper anto Associ ation . Presided' by • 

Wil l i am Page 1 2 the editor of the Briti s h Esperantis i ; . j'; ' ., 't 11 �; 
the cornrnission included two represent atives of the P aris 
Centr al Office 1 Gabriel Chavet3 and John· Mabon l�arde.!\ • 4' 

I ' . '  ' � ·\', 
' !, I , :, . � �� 

1 . According to a circul ar letter by 
4 1  1 9 22, Privat Papers . 

' . . . . \ �· 
,. �. t l 

' t\� . 
wil l i am' ' 'i>�ge I :o.'c't�ber : : . ;. 

I '  i ' ,  '"!{ / ! .• . 

2. William Nain Page ( 1 8 G 9-1940 ) 1 . a' solicito�\n · t he '', . ·; ·.' \ 1 "( 
Supreme Court of Scotl and . Esperantist since l�os ; Pag� l ' i 
was edito.r of the Esperanto �1onthly (1 9 1 4-19) 1 and the · 1 . 
Britis h Esper antist (1920) I author of Pitman ' s  c6rnrnercHü · ·; Esperanto (1919) 1 and Vice-President of the Britis h . · · ·'l' < 

Esperanto . Associ ation . · '.,! · :,..; 
. . 

' ' 
• � I) 3 .  Chavet ( 1 8 8 0- 1 9 72) 1 a mernber o f the French post-off19e 1 •1, : was General Seb ert ' s righ t- hand man .  Secretary-Tre asurer. : � · ·' 

of the Esperantist group in Paris s ince 1900 1 and o f the �., ! • 

Par is Central Office since its founding in ·1 9 0 5 1 General.; : ·' ' ' ,  
Secretary of the Standing Cornrni ttee of National RepresentG�- . · .;: 
tives and of the Congress Org ani z ing Cornrnittee . A paci fist ; :i · Chavet helped found several paci fist Esperantist groups 1 · 1 
as well as the review Espero Pacif i sta (Pacifist Hope ) 
(1 9 0 5 - 6). In 19221 he bec ame Secretary-Tre asurer of the 
Paris-based Intern ational Le ague o f Peace and Liberty . . 

. , 
. ... ... . � , 

4 .  1</arden ( 1 8 5 6-19 3 3) 1 a Britis h actuary (life insurance ) � ' . .  
President of the British Esperanto Association (1 9 1 6 - 1 9 42) ;· �·<· • 
Vice-President of the Esperanto Academy ( 1 9 20) and l ater 
President (19 31). 

! ' . -� · . ' : :  
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two rcp r c !: c n t a t i v e s  o f  thc Un i ve r s a l  Esperanto A s s oc i a t i o n , 

Edward S t c t t l e r  and Edmond P r i va t ,  and a l s o  t h r e e  s uppo s ed 

neutra l s , l Dr . He i n r i c h  Arnhold , 2 Le'on Poncet 3 a n d  J . -R . G .  

I s b rucl: c r .  

The b 1: i e f  sub s e q u e n t l y  p r e sented by the comm i s s i o n  

i n  1 9 2 1  s ugge s tcd that a l l  t h e  exi s t i n g  E s p e r anto orga n i -

z a ti o n s  a n d  i n s t i tu t i o n s  b e  u n i ted unde r thc name ' Un iver-

s a l  E s p e r a n to League . '  However , th i s  p l a n  was s t ro n g ly 

oppo s e d  by Gene r a l  S e be r t . He s aw i t  as a p l o t  by the 

Unive r s a l  Esperanto As s o c i a tion to e l iminate the Par i s  

Ce�tral O f f i c e . 4 

Sebert r e f u s e d  to recoqni z e  that t h e  P a r i s  Central 

O f f i ce c o u l d  not recover i ts p re-war pos i t io n  a s  a maj o r  

1 .  The very n e x t  y e a r  J . R . G .  I s br ucke r w a �  n amed a s  a 
memb e r  o f  the C e n t r a l  Commi ttee o f  the U n i ve r s a l  Es peranto 
A s s oc i a t i o n . 

2. Arnho l d  ( b . 1 8 8 5 ) , a ge rman banke r . Hi s pac i f i s t  
b e l i e fs h a d  l e d  Arnho l d  t o  s upport Esperanto . I n  1 9 1 2-, 
he had be come T re a s u r e r  o f  the German Espe ra n to A s s o c i a t ion . 
He was a l s o P r e s i de n t  o f  the S a xen Esperanto League . 

3 .  Ponce t ,  a F ren chman . 

4 . I n  a con f i d e n t i a l  l e tt e r  to P r i va t , S e b e r t  c omp l a i ned 
th at it was P r ivat and S t e t t l e r  who had been p u s h i n g  at 
the Congt· e s s e s  of the Hague and Prague for the nomi n a t i o n  
o f  a Comm i s s i on o f  i n q u i r y , o f  which t h e  f i n a l  r e s u l t  
wo u l d  b e  t h e  e l i mi n a t i o n  o f  the Pa r i s  C e n t r a l  O f f i c e 
(October 1 2 ,  1 9 2 1 , P r ivat Papers . )  
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centre of the movement . Durin g the war , the Paris Central · 
Office had not been able to function at all , and even 
the 1var , its publication of official documents and of the 
' Oficiala Gazeto ' (Official Gazette ) was strictly 
due to lack of funds . 

curta,i led , .� { :, 
1 ' • ; ';' -;'l; 

� . :, ' . . � . r •1 { . , f· . .. � 
Perhaps more import�nt , the war, - had also brÖk1en ·can� :.'· l , -:�� ' ' ' tacts between French Esperanti�t leaders and the Esperan� ' 1 · 1 ,  

:' ' .. ' .\'' ' ·1 ··�j.' �� !: �?� 
tist leaders of central and eastern Europe . The Universal ':.1- ' ,l (  

E'pec.nto "'ociaHon , on the othe< hand , had by�n
� 

'
lo�atOd 6'\:;; 

in neutral Switzerland , and had beeri th� o�ly interpati6na1 · - ��; ; ' ' ' ' '  ., t·.� :· 
Esperantist organization to ' have been able to .ccinHnu'e · . .  · : : ·. · 'd(, 

:1 •I ;' ,. ' h'\\/ -��;.;,-;_._,' ... ��(· 
during the war . Moreove r , it did not carry the same •burde� ··; · ' ·(·, .. 

. . � . ,, J '  i- �- '. i )': ·1. 
of wartime memories and active government opposition , l, a1> · · , }��/ ',, . ·�; �;t/ did the Paris Central Office . 

' i:; ; Hector Rodler had already written ito , Sebert in �la,rch : · . '(' i 
1 920 ,  about the. necess ity of stren gthenin g the direc�i�n � n 

� \ ;';.! . ' � ·  ,,. o f the movement , so that the principal Esperantists ' 9f 1 " '  ; • r:-.1\•. 
more countries could take part . 2 Hocle� had po!inted ou�

-
.
�· ·-' 1 ;j·dJ\ 

that high post-war costs and the weakened financi•l po�iti6n ' : ; . ...d\ _,1 

· .l · 

1 .  Official French oppos ition to Esperanto was particularly • ·  

����
n
�0�!�

er the war , and is discus sed at length later in G�� 
2 .  Confidential letter , March 3 , 1 9 2 0 , Privat Papers . 



- 2 1 -

of many Esperantists l randered impossible the continuation 
of the Congresses as a sort of Parliamentary syste m for 
the move ment . By this metho d some countries were poorly 
represented; this particul arly applied to the Eastern 
countrics , due to their geographic distance from Europe . 

Hodlcr had suggeste d the for mation of a central comm-
ittee by the union of the Paris Central Office and the 
Univers�l Esperanto Associ ation . The committee , Hodler 
had proposed , wou ld be loc ated neither in Paris or Berne , 
but in a neutral city s uch as Brussels or Geneva, depen d-
ing on which was chosen as the seat of the Le ag\:{41 of Nations . 
As an adde d induce ment , Hodler had affere d Sebert the 
presi dency of the combine d Univers al Esperanto Association­
�aris Central Office . 3 

Sebert however , woul d not agree to such a union . At 
�ost , he saw a transfer to Paris of al l or part of the 
functions of the Universal Esperanto Association . 4 

Turning fro m ' the dis agreements which exist between 
the two organi z ations , • 5 Sebert inste ad tried to re-organize 

1 .  Those in a weakene d financ ial position include d Sebert . 
2 . Accor ding to a copy of a letter from Privat to Sebert , 
April 6 ,  1 9 2 0 , Privat Papers ; also according to the journal 
Esperanto , no . 23 6 ,  Apr�l 1 9 2 0 ,  p . 6 2 .  

3 .  E . Privat , Historio de la lingvo esperanto (History 
of the Esperanto Language) , v . 2 ,  p .  99. 
4 .  From a confidenti al letter in French by Seber .t .to 
Privat ,  April 1 2 ,  1 9 2 0 , Pr ivat Papers . 
5 .  Ibid. 

2 
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Comparison of U. E . A . Membership 

Austria 
Bu1garia 
Czechos1ovakia 
German y 
Yugos1avia 
Hungar y . 
Ita1y 
Hol land 
Po1and 
Turkey 
France 
Britain 

1920-19 21 

' 19 2 0 
rr' . 1 

. .  , 

. ' . 4 � . � � .i 
' 4 5 
.325 

::' '1 

,, J . :  ' 9 :;. 
' '  , J  

1 0 6 
160 I 

131 
3 0 
4 0 8 
6 7 7 

I 
\. 

' \ ;.�· 
·. · ,  

. .... 
. . .. � 

, ,  

'·· 

' • ; 

. 1' I' 

. ' , ,  

.' t' 



thc Pa ris  Central Office  and to r�new o ld contact s . 1 Thi s  

e f fort f .ü lcd , a n d  even mel:\bers o f Sebert ' s own staff  

recogni �ed tha t the delay i n  the re-organi zation o f  the 

movemc nt \·.'ilS most  damag ing . 2 

ThQ Universal Espe ranto Associa tion had i n  the mean� 

t ime bcen more success ful in its own rc-organi zing e f forts . 

Not only  had i t  re located to Geneva , the new s ite o f  the 

League und of o ther i nternational  organization s , it had 

a l so widened its  base of support within the movement . I n  

19 2 1 , for ins tance , i t  increased the number o f  i ts Commi ttee 

member s  from 8 to 2 0 .  Re flecting the sharp r i se i n  member-

ship in  central Europe , 3 the se ne·w members Here drawn 

1 .  E .  Priva t , Hi storie de la l i ngvo esperanto (History 
of the Esperanto Language) v .  2 ,  p. 100. 

2 .  "Mr . Chavet reali zed . . .  that the dec1ine of  the Centra l  
O f f ic e  in  Paris wi l l  k i l l  our cause in  France and cheer 
our encmies . "  (According to a letter from Wi ll iam Page 
to Privat , Apri l  2 5 , 1 9 2 2 �  Privat  Papers . 

3 .  P lease see chart on opposite page . 
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pi::in-�ipally frorn there • 1 

) ' .,. 

24 -
' . Then in 1� 22 , the UniversaJ Es-

peranto A�s6ciation pub1ished f�r ' the first · t�rne 
• �- • l' -' i· 

I 1 
, 1 t ' : , � r ' I,: � , ' 1 .  In 1 9 2 0  Cornrnittee rnernbers b f the' Universa.1. Esperan't�o ' · ,_ i · � · i  ,_ , Associat ion were : PAUL BLAISE (BELGIAN , b. 1 8 8 0 , - .Secretar� / ,': ,' : '·' ' 

of the Be1 gian Charnber of Cornmerce in London , forrner PfQ . ..- , .-;}·;_; . • . ! 
fessor o f cornrne;rce and 1angua ge · a t .the University of Louvain )1 .\ t:· 
A . CARLES (FRENCH � an Esperantist since ,.l 8 9 8 � founder in- . ,  . •. ·. · � ·;-�h' 
190 4 of t he Esperanto group in Beziers , . in 190 6 , orgari'� z�d . ,;,.-.:[} 
the cornrnercia1 representa:t ives of the .Universal Esperanto • · • ' ''"· . •: • J -' 
Assoc iation ) ; JOHANNES KARSCH (GERMAN , b . 18 81 ,· a govern- 1 p·, ':'}\�·�:.t1 
rnen� ac�ountant , . had been a.n Esperantis� s�nce 1 9 9 8 1  and, • , �Jr : {\ \:h! actJ.ve J.n the UnJ.versal Esperanto . AssocJ. atJ.on a f:ter . the- . · . . :. t•.:·: ·( 
war , especially interested in prornoting the use bf . Esper�� �:. · _;,�, 
anto in tourisrn) ; FRITZ ROCKMANN ( GERMAN , b .  1 87 8 , a te achet. ; • . : · ;\ 
one o� t�e earliest rnernbers of tl\e U�iversal' .Esperanto ·,,, / {ij� 
AssocJ.atJ.,On ) ;  P . LINARES (�PANISH ) ': DR, H . C . HEES (DUTCf!i 1 .1' ·1 ·;� 
b . 1 86 5 , �ice-President o� the Dutch Esperanto Association , ��0 
ed itor of la Holanda Pion iro s ince . 1 9 1 3 ) ,  S .  S Z.!\BUN�,EViCZ: . :�· [j 
(RUSSIAN ) ; and Edmond Pnvat ( SWISS ) .  ' . • : . ' · : . • · . � �� i(" 1� 

' '; ' I ' ' ' ' :,: I � ·, - ,�' /:, '!· � � �  {�..:���� �� i;��: �f In 1 9 2 1 , the expanded Cornrni ttee included : PAUL' BLl).l;S):: ,.' • · ;,_>.,H; : .. r:: �  ALPHONSE CARLES , JOHANNES KARSCH , . F . ROCKMANN , · P  • . LINAR�S � , >l· :i)'j DR . H . C . HEES , S. SZABUNIEVICZ , PRIVAT , and also. HISS 1 L . · ; ... •: 'r � >  
BLICHER (DANISH ) ; MISS JOSEFINE FINHOLT (NORWEIGIAN , J 857-;: /•1�/�·\!,� 
192 1 , governess and teacher ; in 1 9 11 .she J .co-founped t[le . .  ; \ }::. : \."; ; 
Norweg ian Esperanto Lea gue , in 19],5 , , she oecamei · the1 . . .. ':' . : .! · ji,'• 
faunder and ·secretary of the As·soc�· tion qf Norwegian' ·: · : . ·· . �  •:: : .:,� 
Teachers) ; RUDOLPH HROMADA , (CZECH _ $.LOVAK ,) b . 1 8 9 0 , .· 8: ' · ', .� _ .'f :' . '2 \;� 
Prague bank officia l , . a leader of t e Czech Esperanto · , ; .. • ,_· : ./· 1 � 
movement ( General Secretary ) co-faunder and cq.,-edi j:.Ot'_ o� �f{ :; 1• �;.!•') 
'Cehoslovgka, Gazeto , 192 1- 2 3 , ed itor of la Progresse , �rid· · ./1 ,,"· )),\ _ i 
later a meriiber of the Internat ional Central Commi t tee , .- /�. -�.r.· . ·. 192 3- 3 0 ) ; MARCEL GENERHONT (FRENCH architect ) ;  DR • .'MA.� . . . , ; ;J'1 i: .;' : ·l)l/1;, 
METZGER from Graz , AUSTRIA ,  a mernber of t he Central Cornrni.t-7: .' 1; j [ ' < ' 
tee of the Universa l Esperanto Association ; especially : . . · !' ;;_. ;. ; , · interested in the development of co-opera tion between . • • � .. i(' . ! 0J'jx'� 
Cat holic Esperantists ) ;  DR. LEON ZMIENHOF (POLISH , 1 1 8 75- :'Jfl • //:{ 
1934 , son of L . L . Zarnen hof, forrner editor ot' the Pbl i sh , ·. : . ' ' •' : ·'�_,i)· 
Esperantist , 190 8.:.191 3 ) ; STANISLAV MINKOV (BULGARIAN , . :: r  ( •:1 •. · 
teacher q.t a technical school at Sofi a , mernber . of the · . ; \; , '. 'i ' ';.,.I 
Bul garian Esperanto Association , since · 19 12 , i ts Se cretary : . \ !.:{ ; �  
dur in g the \var , later Vice-PresJ.dent ) ;  WILLIAM PAGE (BRIT- " . ' - . • · , · ;) 
ISH) ; VILHO SETÄLA ( from Hels inki , FINLAND , b . 1 892 ,: ·· ' '! ·,_� . �;f : · t;d ( continued on . the next page ) � · .. • ' · •  ;· ,1 ' . ', 

. \ ' t '�· �· � ' i:<�; 
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1 .  (ccn t .  ) son o f  the we l l -known l ingui s t  and gove rnment 
advisor � E . N .  SETÄLÄ , he had become interested in E sper­
anto a t  thc age of 1 5 ,  Secretary , 1 9 2 1 - 2 2 , later Di rector , 
1 9 2 2 , o f  thc F i nn i s h  Espe ranto Assoc i ation , editor o f  
Espe r a n ta F i n n l and o , 1 9 2 1  and member o f  the E s pe r an to 
Acadeny ) � bR . A�AKREON STA��TIADI S ( Greek , repre s en t i ng 
�U RKEY , b. 1 8 6 8 ,  d i re c tor o f  the Hea l th O f f i c e  i n  S amos , 
e x i l e d  for · po l i t i c a l  activi t i e s , from 1 9 2 1  to 1 9 2 4 , he 
publ i s he d  .an Esperanto j o urna l ,  Bi zantio i n  I s tanb u l , 
l a te r  faun d e r  o f  an Esper anto group at Athens , memb e r  o f  
the Languag·c Comrnittee and o f  the Esperanto Academy ) ; 
ACHI LLE TELJ_, I N I  ( I TALIAN , b .  1 8 6 6 ,  pro fessor o f  geo logy 
and natural  . s ciences at the Univers i ty o f · Bo logna , had 
been i n teres�ed in Esperanto s ince 1 9 0 1 ) . 

( Note : the l :h.'s t o f  Commi t.tee member.s Has taken f rom the 
Unive r s a l  Es pe�anto Associ ation , Jahrl ibro (Ye a rbook ) ,  

' Geneva , · 1 9 2 0  an.d 1.� 2 1 ;  b iog raph ical references were taken 
from La j o s  KÖkeny and V. B1e ier ' s  Enciklopedio d e  Esper­
anto ( Encyclopedia o f  Esperanto ) , 2 vols . ,  Budape s t ,  
1 9 3 3 - 3 4 . \ 

.. · 

\ .  

' . , .  
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honourar� members . 1 These moves �11 _gained. support' for·· , · . : ,· :
. 
;/�}:�:-� 

the Uni�ersal Esperanto Associ<itio�2 and wi�ll�g�ess tha'f: :< i' . , : ·0! ;/ii., 

· : 
· , • ·' ". r · l 1  " � 

l , :, . ·  ( .f ,: . · , ; .:11/ the Association play a !arger role in the movement . I ; ' ' 'V! �� � 
' ' 

I ,• ' ! ' f  ' ' ' ' � \ .�. : ,  I ' > I � � 
t �- -� '). t Thus , agreement on the form of re-or ganizatwn bf the_: · :,'· : · ,1 ,; : \i I '  ( .' l ' •  I ' � t �'. l< ! ! 1 !'". :�: movement was finally reached in 19 2 2 ,  at the Congress . o f ! :• • ' . . . �\ 1 f \ ', �1 ! - 1 ;I ll . ' :�·!.· 1- ·u:t; 

Helsinki . A new or ganization was planned , the . Internat'iorial.i. · ·· · : ",,.� j'\ ' . : ' .- .. ' . •  ' ,�\ � -:{j .: �  p; 1 ' j 0 \ C. I ' I I � , \ Central Committee , consistin g of represE\!nta1fives pf 1;:hEl_ , , ·· · · , , i ·· · ' ·t 
• t . ' I ·• ' . I ' ,I I' �·, · ' .,';{ ... , ·�, ; I ' : . . ,I i. � ':, 

Komitate Representantaro�( Committ�e o.f ,Representat+. :�e � .of., ,:r . . · .. \.(\.. ·1,�� 
� - j ' ' L  • • • • : · • ! • •  ' ' I · ', '1 ,L!.,- . .  ,. the National Societies ) and öf the Uni ver!!C].!' ·EsP,erantq ·· :_:: r;::: : ii:'; .i !; ··1'' �� 

:· . . 
I ;  .t-4 , , '! �- ' I ' 1•: : , , :fi t \ � �\ ' � �:').\'� 

Association . This new committee , to be J?as. �d J:.n ' �fi!neyc;� ,_ 1_ . , .• r  , · i' ; � .' I  t : . ->> :.;�!! ·\::.',: .. ,'::,,.?:/:. }: ;. '.: :j��:;;'<;f�{? 
1 .  They included ?ENERAL SEBERT , DR . E,DUI\RD 'MY/3S ·nasS':':· ', · . . :, J.'-::.v�� ·:;J, 
1 9 2 3 ,  a German med1cal docto r , founde r � · and , president of . .  � 1 t ; � ��� the German Esperanto Association ( 1 9 1 4 -1 �1 8 ) 1,. a .melnber .,o , ·} , 1; 1 :•· .I ,;;{ 

f h ' • ' ' d  f I t ' >I •' • I o t e La11guage Comm1 ttee and VJ.ce-:,Pr�!:j1 ent, .'q , . : the Es;" y ·,. •I ;;; , . '" !·�, 
peranto Academy ) , JUSTIN GODART ( 1 8 7 1-19'5,6 ): ,- .·'· a lflad �J;" .. �f · q'\ ,), ; �.,1: h.��" the French Radical-Socialist party ' · member of the' ,Frenc:!'l;' '/ li;' i•' ;�.\ 'f'•'S 
Chamber of Deputies ( 1 9 0 6-192 6 ) .  Godart belon ged ,to . 'the; , " i; �, :  . .f:.:.�;i 
Central Committe.e of the Paris-based Li gue 'aes Dro:i,ts ��. , · '· · :: . �1·· ·�\.'.'.'i· 
L' H�mme , an or ganization in which Privat ha� . been · ac�,i�ei• , . I / 1. ' : r1 ,;: ; dunn g the war ) , JOHN POLLEN ( 1 8 4 8-19 2 3 ,  Irish , r,et'ir .ed ' J; ;> ��t., .:·,; Army colonel , stationed in India from 1871  tq 1 9 0 3 1 Hon . I . ' . · • :.: \:.\ Secretary of the. East India Association , former J?res iden't , � . . ·• . . (.'��� ; 
o f th� British Esperanto . As�ociation ( 1 9 0 4-1912 ) ;  �atrqn', : , ·; .' : :b\ :: ; ;· 
Scott1sh Esperanto Assoc1at1on ) , KLARA ZAMENHOF (w1dow . . � ·  . , ,. \ ;: · 11J,t·. of the founder of Esperanto , L. L. Zamenhof ) , MME .  HOOLER- i : , ; . b •: ' \<v RUCH (widow of Hector Hodler , founder · o f the Urüversal ,' . ·  .. J • � · ,' l'fi� Esperanto Association ) ,  PAUL BLAISE, ALPHONSE CARLES, and " : 1 : ' ; •r : ;<: ., 
FRITZ ROCKMANN . 

·: ·/ . 1 -f}, ' .. �( 
2 .  Between 1 9 2 3  and 19 2 5 , the members'hip of the Universal . .. :,: : · '· :',: 
Esperanto Association rose from 6 3 3 2  to 9 4 2 4  (re f : Ulrich '' . . , . .  • : !\ 
Lins ' Or ganizaj kaj ideolo giaj problemoj de Universala . , , ' - • : : ·,:,. :;11 
Esperanto Asocio , la Revuo Orienta ( Or gani zational and 1 · :;\·· ., . i  
Ideolo gical Problems of the UnJ. versal Esperanto Association , ;", , -'.i{. · ·  Oriental Review) , Tokyo , March 1 9 7 2 ,  · p . 2 2 .  • ; , · ·� · .:., · � t } 

\ : ·. : '. : :)�;\�:! 



ORGANI ZATION OF THE · MOVE�ffiNT 

: .-. UN IVE RSA.l\A ESPERANTO-ASOCIO 
( Univers al Esperanto As s o c i ation) 
founded in'> 1 9 0 8 ,  based first in Rot­
e rdam , t heN Berne , then Geneva. 
Di rector : � .  Stettler (Berne ) 

· ' Vice-Pres i dn•'!t : Pr ivat ( Geneva ) 

Secretar y: W1ns JakQb ( Genev a )  

· ·\ .  ' .: . � :! /��.;);:-�.l .. : . '.i�: 
• ;.;;· 1 '· ·��· ti r "j� · ! L· . 

. . · '  .• : ,' \ \: '1 • • · ::::;�r.t;t:l' 
KoNSTANn REPRESENTANTARd .: ·{; ; 
DE LA Nl\CIAJ SOCIETOJ · . <j!\'· :! .1 : 
(Stand�ng cornmittee . of Re.:. i' 
presentative of the ,National; . 
Societies )  based in tondon . .-.\' 
founded in 1 9 0 5  , :. ' , .  �· · ' \  
Hon • . Pres ident : Gen � Sebert ' 

(Par�s ) 
Presi.dEmt : .1ohn Merchant . . Ü>he ff ie ld ) ·· 
Vice-President : ' Gabriel : . 
Chavet ( Paris ) plus 6ne . 
member from each national 
society 

.
· 1 .. 

. ·.\
, : 

· ·"'
.

· · · .. . .
. 

·· • ·· . , . · � ·

· ··V · < . ' � ; ; . 

INTEPNACIA CENTRA KeMITATO 
_: , l 

· (Int:e•rnat!onal Centrat committee ) 
form�.ä according to the Hel­
s inkiUwreement of 1 9 2 2 , based.­
in Gen(fva . . . . 

ESPERANTO ACADll:MY }\o� • . ·Pr�s�dent :  Gen . Sebert KONSTANTA KOMITATÖ 
founded in 1908 ( P,ari s )  · . .  . DE LA KONGRESOJ 
b��ed in Paris . · . ( K . K . K� ) 
independent o f  I . C . K .Pre.s1dent : E .  Privat ,  Genevafounded in 1 9 0 5  l:!Y 

( in' :�harge of propaganda ) . . Gener!ll Sebert · . 

· 

function : l anguage • • ·  (Congress . Org�ni z ing . 
· • , regulation , control Gabri�;;t. Chavet , Paris ( I nter-Gommittee pased in 

o f  Language Commit"" nation��. Af fairs · & the paris ;··Raris .. · . · . · · 

tee ( f .  1 9 0 6 )  Central'�Of fice) 
· 

function : to arrang 
Pres ident : Theo- · 

annual meetings · , 
phile Cart , Paris Dr . J .  Dü!tte'rle , Liepzig (had decl ined dur..: · 
Vice-Pres idents : ( Educatiön & Literature) ing the .war )  J .M . \varden , Edin- 1\ members ' chosen by b urgh . R .  Hromada , Prague ( Public Paris Central Commit Dr . E . Mybs ,  Al ton a, Informa±.tl.on · and Journal s )  tee ( Sebert) and b y German y ( 1 9 2 4  -Diel- local <;:ommi ttees . terle ) Won Ken.n··; Lyons ( Relations . .  \dth Ame rica and the Far Eas t ) Hon o' Pres ident : 

(note : the f ar­
left wing o f t he 
Esper anto Move­
ment , -··the Sennaciec a 

Wil l i am1 Page , Edinburgh 
(Finance �and Law) 

Asoslo Tutmonda, o r 
Wor id Assoc i at ion o f Non­
Nation alists , hai a sep­
a��te organiz ation , and 
·'didn ' ·t ho l d  m'2etings wi th other Esperanto l abour grouns 'lnti l 1927) : '\ t ' 

Gen . Sebert 

President : J . M .  
Warden 

.· vi ce :.Oi>r ��ide�tn; .· · 1 · . · 1 
E . Privat 1i . :- r' ' • 1  . . > ., . . . . . . 

: 

l apsed a f te :tt .! 1;? ,
2}< . .  

' • I .<,, . .. . 
· v, � • .  , ·:: : r ; · .·:.�_ .ti!JP.:V' . ·�\. 
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• I t ' 

• ' h''. " � . .  ' 
' ' '

: ·, ;• ... '': ;:f.�{� . 1 . l 1 . _ . r I � · I' ' .\ 
' ' : ' '  2 8  , ,  . , ' " . 

· '  · ·; ' '• 

o I i ' I • , 0 •I 

', ·,' � 0 ·, ' /' 

and to consist· of six ' pe rsons . (please see opposit� . p�ge ) . , . l. i · , . J ' ! ' ' �; .. J�' I �y;� ",j,: � �,.,j 
elected fo� · .3 years .  · Its duty wou.ld be' to p):"ovi:de the · · , , •; } 

1 h  o l l ·� ' ' _ � ; -Af !· }r;i �1·l�. · 
gene ral dir·ection of 'tl!e ·movement . · ' · -: ' • ·• · .� -� � ���i I �/ .� :;:ri·- -.t?�l; 

: -� : · . • ·, ! I �- :�J1 :' . i--.'J�; 
Unfo rtunately I the .. new organi�a tion was not conhrmed, ' .y ;,:·: �· 

till March . 1 9 2 4, when . i t was ' finally ratHied by : ;;i · rita j 6� i��· . �.: �/(f; :;;::: 
' I ; � ; ';'! I , :.��l '· .�-> .:� 

of written votes . 1 ' Pa rt of the delay · was d).le to the, , : ,�./ .. : '/ '' , •('[{;'!; : ,:1 _ , 1 t i · . � · . � ; .. � · :  ... ' � \ !�;) 
continued oppos :ltion of General Sebe rt ,  whQse. Centr.:ll· . , . ,  · .. , . , , .. •i 

I : : ·,· , · , , ' ' ' 'I ·� ··I 4 :, .l �:•-: /r�·"1'�_�t� 
O�fice had been liquidated by the Hels�nk� agreement . . "When· · · • ' + i:"-' 

' . ; 
• . · '  , : _ ; , �- � �. - (. -� �·.:.����-the national societies and the Unive rsa l Esperaqtp �sso� ' ' ; : .�cfr 

•1 , ' : : _; I : • } I r . � I ' ·' 
' ��:; ' I  ' • ; :,;:�\ ;;�;:11 

ciation met in Venice in ' 1 9 � 3, t.hey, had . n:?il!tnl'lted 'llle�er� t. : ; ... ) ·!(J' 
fo r the new 'central · Commi ftee . , Ge'ne ral'·· ����it·, � ,t;h�n· i��':,1 : , ;, �: :i,�J;··. 

' -•· • � .. I ' ' / . I -·. � I ' • \.' 'fi -,·� ' ' · , ' . . :2 . .' · ''  , I ·  I 1\: -' 1i . . � ,, te rim chairman of the Komitate .Representantato , . had been . j' ' i· = :��h1• 
J .' ' : • i fi r i . , . � :  N 'f I• i ,:' .. ) . .  J; �t�;�:;:·2� asked to submit the names of the membe rs 'pf ��e , ri�;t C��-i:f.f.lil ·;' ;;:r'!! ' 

to all the national societies for, r�tÜication �· '  He ·refusEid_, l/!:f t :t : ' :  ' .  ' ' . :. ' ' : ,  j ,  i �i·�\,'J 
A deepe r problern wa� the r,e�s.�.s te�ce' :1?f

, 
n�Ü�!}al ' ·fe��·-:; · . :·1�)1 ;;1} 

' I 
J

• • I 1 ·' � � � .� ::i; ,,}j'�f�t.�: ings to the extent · that they we re Put b'eiore the _ intere ,sts .... \ ;. '��, ,.,�C1_ . .  , ·'· ' l ' I. '· r · 1' '1-'" i1 , 
• 

• . • ; " •. '' ' 1 · ' .;: ,r: 1• , : 1 � 't � 
o f the movement . The British Esp.e ranto . Associaticin , ' 'fo r . ; ,'l '· i �;,� ,: 

• j •• • •  i :- . · i· ·� ; : ,  .. . ! : · 1 � : .1t� ·��:\�:j/�� 
example , privately rejected the 1dea of a super-srn.Jc!�re .' · 11 }. :k·;.�-; 
in lvhi ch the national societies would · be b�an�he � ·f�ttier:·; . ,,, '�!: /!/; · 
than affi liate s , fo r it v1as felt that "we sr10uld put; : :i.nt·q : : · . �: . ;:);f. ,?j 
1 . E . Privat , Historie de la lingvo esperanto 
of the Espe ranto Language) , vol . 2, p . 12 7 . 

. · : i :.t : ; : i:Jv:i�i 
' I I ' 1:� � : ;  J. j 'o • �1 +�\ 
�H�stor'� ;

'
! 

, i , ; ,' ;, , ; ; ._f,; 
! I ' ! ' Jt 1,1 ��!i:; ; : 

2 
;·�� r; 2 �) �i gned t hi, po> i t ion in Jul y 19 ; 3 ( ref ' • i�:�· .. . ·. '.�1;! 

'• I ' ·).' . 
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the hands o f  the Un ive r s a l  E s p e ra n to Association tre�endbus 

power becausc they would be come the undi sputed head of the 

Esperanto movement . . .  Our vo i ces 1�o uld be one of a number , 

and wc should be ove rr u l e d , and our numbers would no langer 

be undcr our cont rol . Our organ i z a t ion wa s probably the 

bes t  in the wor ld , and such a scheme would weaken it be-

cause what wou ld be good for othe r coun tr i e s  would not 

nece s s a r i l y  be good for us and we shou l d  be bound to some ­

t h i n g  a ga i ns t o u r  w i l l  sooner o r  later . •
1 

A j o i n t  conference of the
' n a t ional s o c i e t i e s  and the 

Unive r s a l  Espe ranto A s s o c i a t ion was f i n a l ly c a l led in 1 9 2 4  

a t  Vienna to cons i de r  j us t  .what powers the Central Comm i t ­

tee would have . I t  wa s de c i ded that the Comm i t tee woul d  

h a n d l e  n o t  o n l y  international pub l i c i ty a n d  admi n i s tration , 

b u t  a l so the o rgani z a tion o f  the annua l Congr e s s ea. Thi s  

gave thc Commi ttee ( th a t  i s , the Un ive rsal Esperan to As so-

c i a ti o n )  a gre a t  dea l  of control over the movement . I t  

i s  u n for tunate , howeve r , t h a t  the se growing p a i ns should 

have taken so long , and that . they occur red at a t ime mo s t  

c r i t i c a l  t o  the movement , driring the e�rly hop e f u l  years 

of the League o f  Nations . 

1 .  From the con f i dent i a l  minutes o f  the B r i t i s h  Esperanto 
A s s o c i a t i on Sub-Commi ttee mee t i n g , regarding co�ope ration 
w i th the Unive r s a l  Es?eranto Association , Wed . June 13 , 
1 9 2 3 ,  p .  6 ( o f  8 page s ) , Privat Papers . 

' ' l 
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Post-war interest in all forms of internatioha·l . 6o-
. I 1 '·/ ; •  operation was a t that time . very · s tr.opg . Accordin,g' to a. . "'· 

/ ' . ' · , :,: c' 

i 9 20 editorial in the 'New Europe , "the dominant cur+el).t( �< ' • I  ' ' • I ) ;' .,j r !  
of thought during the war all had a supra-national ·orie'rltaF :, 

! r ( � ·  l / 
tion . There was then , and there ·. still is now ; - , :  a ' 'world-r .;,., 

' 
I . ; , ' '  , .;.,�.!;, , ' 

wide uneasy sense of discontent with 'the exclu�i�eiy' \. / '· ;,; :I ' 1 
. • ' ! ' ' �' 

national basis of the old European system • • .. 
l · , : rf .one · •; . "'. ' .. . ,l. . : · , . r · .  could hope for an international auxiliary language , i� 

was then . 
. '·�. 

I ' ,_  
1 .  

I ' ; 
i ,  

' · ' > 
: , , ' I ' 

' '  

· , 

; '( ,. 1 '\ ; · 
, .1< ��. 

. .•'· : , . !  ' ' ·' · 

··., :; 
.. ' ? •1 , 
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Lanquaae Po l i cy o f  the Leaque 

A f t e r  t h c  first  \vorld \'la r ,  there was no langer one 

recogn i zed world language , Thus , when the form of  the 

League o f  Nations was de c i d e d , the ques tion of the language 

in wh ich to conduct League bus iness was an added d i f ficulty . 

Frenrih h a d  fbrmcrly been the chief  medium o f  dip lomacy , 

and France h a d  proposed the use of French as the sole 

o f f i c i a l  l anguage of  thc League . 1 However , both Britain 

and the U . S .  were not in  accor d ,  sin�e Eng l i s h  had wider 

i ntern a t iona l use in trade and commerce . Eng l i sh , it 

was po i n t e d  out ,  was spoken by mor� than 1 8 0  m i l lians as 

· a native l anguage , compa red to 48 mi l l ians who spoke French . 2 

Al ready at the Par i s  Peace Con ference between the u . s . ,  
Bri ta i n , F r a n c e  and I taly , English had been more in  use , 

s ince , o f the major negotiators , Clemenceau was fluent i n  

Eng l ish , lvhi le nei ther Ni l son nor Lloyd George could ex-

press therns e l ve s  in French . 

1 .  Jame s Brown Scott , le franca i s : langue diplomatique 
moderne , Pari s ,  1 9 2 4 , p .  6 .  

2 .  From the d�a ft copy o f  a report by . Inazo  Ni tobe , 
concerni·ng  -n i s  miss ion to the 1 3 th Univers al  Esperanto 
Congres s ,  enti tled the Language Quest ion and the League 
of Nations , p .  3 2 ,  P r i v a t  Papers . 
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; I 

Nevertheles s ; due to the tradi tion ,.
: of. French as a diplonlatl� /Y: 

language , . and to the i�s i ste;1ce
' 

of  . Fr�nce , 1 French and. ' : · ' . .  , ' · 1 . ' •" � . •' ' � 
English had been recogn i zed as equal , for purpose's ff ,proto;,

: (' ! 
col �nd for the · publication o f  documerits . · Though thefe is '•1 .·' 1'1 
no mention in the covenant o f  the ' L�agu� 1

o f  Natio�� , of. t\�',�·,-:� . � � ' ' , t t • ' r � i . 
language or: languages to be used by . tpe League , , . �ccordipg; .. t�i 1� � . 

,-
I 

' I I . ',, ,; '' ·� · .. ', • � · ' 
the Rules o f  November , 3 0 ,  1 9 1 9 , the Lea,gue 1vould employ . · . 1  . : :'<, · ,' 

; _' ' • 1 ,. ! f � ' , .� l • !!:'  , 
1 the two usual languages 1 , French · and Engl i s h· 2 :.�· · .. .' ' '  ·.,. ! r '  :· .' ' � �;.l ., I I f • ' < • l J . ,  I J \  r ... � , . , " �· . . 1 . r J ,(1"1 J • .  l , ,  ' . .  d . • • .  ,.,, Al though the Rules provided that each member . stat'e1 :· o � , '! :; 

. .  •1 . . .. . ' . ·' '· · . \\ · i· ' , . . :\.�:· � :; ,t i!'·. 
the League should have the right to ).lse its · RWn ' �angu�I� F<: i . · :' ,1 

0 , ' • • , : � - ' ' , ' I ., , , 
1 f ·�, ' I : �.\ · ·;; . • �:."'- :�J/ 

it was on condi tion that the s tate sh9t1ld th€!� " :i!t 's'e.l.f 1' \:.ak�.) 'f ,j 
respon s ibi l i  ty for tran�lation intd one 

,
o f  t;h.� · ������{: � ; . ;\ :�. �J··\. 

languages .  ,.' 1 • : . ·:
· · 

> · · .· :' 
.
. ·t!;'::'�· \'\.;!;·::�: !i�\ 

Not all  the countries . represen'ted ' . at the .· �eac,1ue ,.yiere .; ; ' : ·.· �' !  
satis fied IYith this l�ng�age arrangement.  \1 • 'tit . w�� 1 a�pare\..;t 1,'� · '\ 

, .  ' ' ' r . t· 
to delegates . o f  nations who�e languages wer� ' nei���r , En�lish : �� 1 , ,• , l I ' �,:\! 
or French that they were at a distinct. dfsadvantade wheri · 1 � ·  

, .' • ' \  I ;·, · , l l , :- . ' • I ' 
trying to :t;'eceive s upport for the ir ,claims' amo�g the i r . · · ·t'\': , ''! :01; 

t '  \.' � : · 1  . It was to the· , '  fel low delegates and i n  the w�rld pre s s . 
\ 

delegat�s of s uch nations that the Esperantists could look 

to for support .  
• , . ... I ·  

' •  

1 .  The relative decline o f  French a s  a diplomati6 langu�ge : 1�� J 
hardened the resolve o f  the French government not to a llölv :} ,.·,r· ' · 
further eros ion b y  Espe ranto . . . ; '  : ' ';,.' . : • \ - \ · , ,; . t. I • J '  I .

. . . .• 2 .  Ivo Lapenna , the Language Problem in International Re la.., . . . , 
t ions , and Some Aspec ts o f  the Language Problem Ln PublLc  . 
International La1v and ComparatLve Law , pamphle t publ Lshed . ·� ·' . 1 · .'· . , ,  L n  Rotte rdam , 1 9 6 3 , p . 4 .  \ t' 
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Japan in particular became dissatisfied with the in-
equali ty of the Lea gue ' s lan gua ge arran gements . Only 
recently reco gni zed as a modern nation and as a major power , 
Japan was very sensi tive to her position . She had sou ght 
international acceptance of the principle of national equal-
ity by proposin g that an ' equality clause ' be inserted in 
the Lea gue Charter . This however , had been rejected , both 
at the Paris Peace Conference in 1 91 9 , and at the First 
Assembly in 19 2 0 . It was soon after these unfavourable 
votes that J�pan · lent public support to Esperanto . 

Gonsuk� Hayashi , l the Japanese delegate to the Lea gue , 
had exp1a ined his country ' s  interest in Esperanto in the 
followin g terms : . "Althou gh the English and the French 
langua ges are relatively widespread outside their res-
pectivG borders . . .  the first as a commercial lan gua ge . . •  

the secend as a langua ge of social relations , nevertheles s 
they have di fferent spheres of influence . • .  when one con-
siders the work necessary to learn them , one reco gni zes 
that their usGfulness is limited . That is why we wish to 
make of Esperanto an international lan gua ge . " 2 

1 .  Gonsuk� Hayashi ( 1 8 6 0 - 1 9 3 9 ) , Japanese dele gate to the 
Lea gue in 19 2 0 , 1ater Ambassador to Italy and to Britain . 
2 . Quoted in French by the Esperantist Central Office , 
Note sur l ' emploi . . .  Paris , 19 2 1 , p . 3 . 
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I • .t: ·-��� 

Japanese : member i;:1y 
I • 

, : 1'· 11 ,' /, \; 
' · Nore fr ank is a report prep ared by a 

"The neutral-:- ' ··'{. ' 

. . �-·�l; . .•. r i ty of this l angu age is · indispensible in p'utting . Clll 1 ;. I. f .\ 
nations on an equal footing in the express,ion �f · i1e�s : �. ·, ' ' ; 1 '.�� .� 
of the Le ague Secretari at 1 Bik ao Fu·g,is awa1 · 

; I ' '  ' •· , . . ' · ,: I f this question is resolved in a s atis factory way , Jap an- · , , �  
' ' ,. I  . l I I '· ,. • ' . h � 

ese will henceforth h ave nothing · to fe ar or cdmplJin · ab� ht : ,  \., /'�i 
; �\ � I  ; . :� .�� ' , -... : :·;-; in internation al Conferenc�s . " r I I .l _', . \1: ,·} 

• ' 
' ' • ' • · .· ' .  I l - . • I ' •l I I��· � - ·  ·.�; · .. Of course i however ,dis s atisfied small or ' we aker P,OI�e��· · ·:, '"��'/ 

were wi th the ·��rangements made for' the te ague by the ,.sr� a tf ;l ' !:1 ' , 
' . 

.· 
' . .  ·. . : ' · .' . ' -• .. · �"- . ,  .. �� ... ·; , · ·> �� �:� 

Powers I they would he�it ate to direcÜy 'at� ack t�e us� •. of' · � •.. • ��+:·� . ; ' { . : \ I �  •· ' '  : . j� I ., l . • : • • -r,-,/ French and English • . För this re ason 1 the Esper anVst ; ): �.;' ·''i: t�)• , .•/t ' ' 
• '  I 

1 .!/ ; I I
' • _1 l j!l� 0 ·• : 

policy at the League was to concentr ate on rallyi�g suppo;t " ' i , "i 
I ' '·· J I . • . , , . . • ��·t•f' , · ' • ..,, ' I t Jl . ' :'! I ' •, .  \ ,  � I f th t a hl, of Esper anto . · · ·· · 1 1 · · . '� ! , .  ,.,., ' ' or e e c ng · .. 1 . 1' · . '  ' 1 ·: '. 1 . '  :-(' ·1 ,1 , ,,' r ' /:� '-, i 

' • 

• 

. ; .,.i ; :.:· . ' ':<. :.:·.;; , .. :·. �.: :; >'j . �i· . ��j;::��d 
1 . Fujisawa {b . 1 8 9 3 ) , a Japanes e l ' an ' a9t'i'fe 'Espei an,ti'st: ,\ .: \ 1 i,' . :ti. ! 
Fuji s awa was editor of Nova Tagig8 {New Day ) 1 a mimeo� 1 · � �0 � gr aphed bulletin of the Interpopol a  Rondo Esperanto, ,be' : .. : · '  · · \. ii.\ 
l a ligo de Nacioj, or Internation al Esper anto Circle , ; · ,, i ;i,�, ,1 l;·; 
o� the Le ague of Na�ions . LC:t�r professor ?f the ' modep� 1:·: / !' /\-·iA h1story of intern atl?n al pollt1cs at · the UnlVeJ:\sity of . ,,...4 . ,_.; : · .�; 
Kyushu , as well as D�rector of the Japanese Esp'er,anto t' ·': '-·· · :t�. • 

Institute . Fuji sawa wrote extensi vely in Japane�e 1 , Eng- : ,')) '1 ,.,; :; �. : �·() 
lish , Esperanto , German , French and Sp anish . · :;; .: , :·:>: !;',. 

2 .  Memor andum sur l a lRngue auxili are intern ationaie � au i>1 · ;:;r(. 0·; ';;. pointe de vue J apon a l s , an unpubllshed pamphlet , date\). · ; ' , .; ;· ;;, ; . 
May 30 , 1921, found among the Privat Papers , p . 3-6 , . ! - : : .' 1 · ·�·1i 

' , ·, .. 

I ! ]  
' o  I ' ' I  

, . 

� .. 
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The Fi r s t: 1\s scmb l y  

E s p e r anto was i n troduced to the League during the 

f i r s t  1\s sembly an Dccemb e r  1 1 ,  1 9 2 0 .  Senator Lafontaine , 1 

the B c l g i a n  delcga t e , p r e s e n tcd a reso l u tion an welcoming 

the teaching of Espe ranto in the s ehea l s  of s ome League 

r�embers , and recommending that the Secretar i a t  prepare 

a report for the next Ass emb ly an the ob tained results . 2 

The resolution was s i gned by n i ne other dele gates - ­

Lord Robert Ce c i l 3 ( represent ing South Africa ) , Eduard 

1 .  He nri  La fonta i ne ( 1 8 5 4 ) , who had rece ived the Nobe l 
Peace P r i z e  in 1 9 1 3 , wa s Vice-Pres ident o f  the B e l g i an 
Senate , Presidc n t  o f  thc Jud i c i a l  Committee o f  I ri te r ­
P a r l i amc ntary Union , and P re s ident o f  t h e  Internat ional 

.Peace Bureau . Bel ieving peaceful international re:la tions 
. coul d  be bui l t  up by i ncreased international contacts 

and orga n i z a t ions , he had , w i th anothar Belgi a n , Paul 
Otle t ,  founded the Union . o f  I nternational As soci ation s  
a n d  the I n ternational Unive r s i ty i n  Brus s c l s . 

2 .  League Documc n t  A . l 9 4  ( 1 9 2 0 ) . 

3 .  Cec i l  ( 1 8 6 4 - 1 9 5 8 ) ,  head o f  the B r i t i s h  Associa tion 
for the Le aque o f  Nation s , had been the Bri tish As s i s ­
t a n t  Secrc t�ry for Fore i gn A f fairs in 1 9 1 8 .  Between 
1 9 2 0 - 2 3 ,  he repre sen ted South Africa at the League . 
In 1 9 2 3 ,  he again bc came a member o f  the B r i t i s h  Cabinet , 
this  t i me in charge o f  League Affai rs . 

' 

' l 
' •' I �  ' �  

r.\' .•: • �·· 
1 �r 1' ' I 
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'· , " t':: i�\ . .  Bene'�1 (Cze�h

.
osiovaki'a ) o; R6drigo öct�vio�, (Brazil ) ; , c��·1o�' . : ;' · " ·;; ; 

• • ' , •  ' ' ' • ! • - ' • ' I, 
I t " :�:f1 \•�::t�/ 

Restropo 3 ·. (Co1umb i a ) , Hu!'l��us (Chilei ; .  Car1o Sdhanzer4 :; � .  · '' · .  ·�4:� 
' ' 1 1 , . , I \. , 1 � t · ' · .', 

( rtaly ) , and by 3 Aslan deiegates , We1lington Koo� , cchina), ;� .� 1;:1 ·:� • '
. 

•. 
I • :·��� ;' ·: ,!( >I ..' :)! ! 

·,.
·
�
. ·.
�
,:
':,�!�{,: . . . ·: . . i . ' ' . ' 

1 .  Benes ( 1 8 8 4 - 1 9 4 8 )  ' ciechos 1ovakia' ' . FQC)eign Hinister:; .He' ' ' , d•'; . .'·i 
represented a country but · recent1y· s eparated from the. '. ·: · · . , .·:;• · ;  i 
Austro-Hung'arian Empire , and which included Cze.chs , S 1o, >,: : -: :t L}; .� \ 
vaks , Ger.mans , Magyars , Ruthenes , , ):'o1�s and Jews . · ;·Tqus , . . . .  l J h•.'(H \ 
Benes had two main reasons ' for suppoJ;ting Esperanto : , :: : : !: '• \ ·1 ,:;d 
first , i t 1 s use cou1d strengthen the League o f  · �ations 1 ' 

: ,, " · ' '  1:t' · :· • ; 
which Czechos 1ovakia hoped cou1d be depended up'on to · · • ' : •. · . .. , , · 'i it. : 1�1! 
maintain the status quo ; second , .J..t . could be a · h�1p with . . ·•,.;,,.:_: 
Czechos1ovakia 1 s own 1anguage; probl�ms . .: ·' : ,  ·. : · ,· :, ·. :;i · : . _ .  ) ''�.( . ' :  ;l)\ ,l :J t , ·��·,-: .. ;�:.� :·�:!! 
2 .  Octavio ( 1 8 6 6 ) 1 a former j ur,i�t r was Brazil : s  chief ' ! , /1.'1 ;•. 1;!'\ � ' : 
de1egate . . ,·':: : ,�,

· 
j ;. :· 1 ) :: : .. · �::/d;·:;;�;�:�;l; 

3 .  Restrepci ( 1 8 6 7 )  I former President o f  Colurn�ia�  war:r; A�: : ·  i:\r ' �>Ji! 
a member of the Rotary Club of Medil"lin .' A6 a ·�t:I'UP I , . ·r , · . •:•· r 'Hl· Rotarians were sympatheti'c . to the ideals of . ·Esperan'ti9ts . r l_; .. •i•, ; •· :i::;l, .' . . _ 

· . · :: . . ·�>·: .. t � . . . :: · ·�� � .�n.���.�·.:��:�.�:� 4 .  Schan zer ( 1 8 6 5 - 1 9 5 3 )  1 was Italy ' s delegate to the • · ' ·. ' : . · .. :' ·· r 
League in 1 9 2 0 ,  2 1 1  2 4 . In  1 9 2 2 1 he ·became For�ign ,•., "- .; f· .;;�·(·!', ,',l,�,) ��; 
Mini ster . .  He was chief Italial) de�egate to the < ?- Q � 2 ' ·' ' ':(,: :;: :, ; : �· · :� 
Washington Conference 1 · at which Ita1y got . nav�l p�rity ', .' :-'�\ :; .";, · : :�. ' iJ 
with France . . . . · :  .'· L , · ' • ' !! ' ·. 1··.·'� : ·· i \ •' ·'· ., � '  : , n :  \ \ 1 1\ ,H�: · >  : I  ;�� ·r: �rf# t 
5 . ViKyuin Wellington Koo 1 or Ku Wei -cl).un ( 1 8 8 7 )  ; • then' ' 1,�.' < • . . : . i..'�< 
Chinese Amb'assador to London 1 and . chief ' Chinese de1egate •.:.·':t : . •'y:! : .,; ,: 
to the League 1 had been de1ega te to the Par-is P:eaqe . Con;,.:· . , .; • . .  �!J·� 
ference o f  1 9 1 9 . Between - 1 9 2 2-2 4 , he was actin'g ' Pr�m�? ·.·:'' ·/: \ ' i• : ,1. :i;1•'.� 
Minister of  China , and in 1 9 2 4  became Mi nister o f,. Fc;>r!; · · •::,l ''j ..' f, : : . i f : 
eign Affairs . , ' :: '• 

.
'
. 

· ·A·, :./ : ' ) ' " I t l: i f �� ' I ' ., 

· I 

' \ 

:. ... , \' /· C! 

l .r · . .  ;·, \ f ' . . ; . , 
I .· i : • .r . l · 

1 I 1' •• • 
, I ·, 
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the Maha ra j a  of Nawangar 1 ( I ndia ) , and the Emir Zoka­

e d - Do v l e h  ( P e r s i a ) . The r e s o l ut i on was qua i i f i ed by 

the rescrvat ion " that the s i gnato r i e s  b r in g  forward this 

propo s a l  i n  the i r  private capa c i t y , and that no respons i ­

b i 1 i ty i s  1 a i d  o n  the i r  respect ive de 1egations • . 2 ' 

Hov.•ever , the French de 1egate , Gab r i e 1  Hanotaux 3 , 

s trongly prote sted s uch s uppor t  o f  an a r t i f i c i a 1  inter-

nati ona l lnnguage . Espe ranto was supe r f l uous , he decla red , 

1 • . The Mah n r a j a  o f  Nawangar ( 1 8 7 2 - 1 9 3 3 ) , a r u l ing Pr ince 
of Indi2 . A B r i t i s h  civi1 se rvant , the H i gh Commiss ione r 
o f  I nd i a , was the c h i e f  Indian de 1ega te , not the Mahara j a .  
Howeve r , B r i tain , wh ich had been great1y c r i t i c i zed for 
i n s i p t i ng that Dominions l ik e  India have separ ate repre-

' s e n t a t ion in the League , a l l owed the Indian delegates 
a semi - i ndependent pos i t i o n  i n  matte r s  cons idered o f  
s e conda ry impo rtance ( re f :  D . N .  Verma , India and the 
Leaque of Na tions , Patna , Bharati Bhawan , 1968 , p .  16 2-
6 3: . The Mahara ] a  was anxious to make as much o f  India ' s  
repres entat ion as po s s i b l e , by 1 i nking Indian amb i tions 
w i th those o f  other Asian s t a te s . A1ready i n  the Fi r s t  
As s emb 1y ,  h e  h a d  dcmanded adequate eas tern representa-

> t ion i n  the Vice Pres iden t s h ip o f  the Committees ( re f : 
League o f  Nations , Reco rds o f  the F i r s t  Assemb ly ,  1 9 2 0 , 
p .  7 3 ) . 

2 :  Leaque o f  Nations , Records o f  the F i r s t  As semb 1 y , 
( P le n a r�• ) , De c .  1 1 ,  1 9 2 0 �, p .  41� . 

3 .  Hanotaux ( 1 8 5 3 - 1 9 4 4 ) , doyen o f  the French Academy , 
had been Frcnch Mi n i s t e r  o f  . Fore i gn A f f a i r s  i n  1 8 9 4 , 
1 8 9 5 ,  and 1 8 9 6- 8 ,  a pe r i od when F�ance had fol 1owed a 
f r a n k l y  i mper i a 1 i s t  po1 icy in Africa and in the Far Ea s t .  
A we 1 1 - known h i storian , h i s  w r i t i ngs had p r a i s ed French 
vigour and expans ion . Hanotaux ' pub 1 icat ions inc1uded : 
H i s t o i re de la Fondation de l a  3e Republ igue , R i s te i re 
dc - 1 a  !)l a t � o n  F1·anc a � s e , l !is to� re des Colanie s Francaises , 
H� s to � re cb C1 rd 1 na 1  Rlche 1 � u ,  Jea nne d 1 Ar e ,  Gambe,t ta e t  
J .  Ferry , Fondate urs , etc . 

� 
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� s inc� ; the French �anguag� and lit�ratur� ' are , a lreadi , .  

. I '  
� ' I' 

' , . 

universal . • 1  
. , 

The president qf the ·'Assembly , former Jl : ,, :) .., '" " . ,  . 1(. ,  • . • 

Belgian Foreign �1inister �- Paul Hymans2 apparently' agre
·
�a,',. · · ,; 1, � .":i . . : . 1 , • "  • i :>.�· !· 1 :� 

Mr . Hyman immediately put postponing the discussion to !' ' • _ l  . :"·. ·  
a vote , and the delay was carried . . . . 1 . 

' 
· ;· , :  '· ; ... ··< :1:4

·, :1,·r:/;.t: 
Al though further discussion of Esp�ranto was thus 1: <: ;•!1•'< -.' 

"1 ' I 1 •1 � ... .. �' , ;,i· · ·\;' 
curtailed , the League 'could not rej�ct E'speranto a:fld its '' ·•• ! · •;';'j ·i 

' . 
' . • _ :>. J, j: ,-J)i\ friends outright . Only that September , the Congre�s, : ?f i l ' l;,l ' ; �"-� 

• 4 t 1 '  � .. -- · , �� .. . }�� the Union of International Associations' ·(of which , Henri . ··..r ' . A'· _· 
I I I ':, ' • I 'f I ·� ' , 

t ; / ,o � ... ' ; o • • '� 
Lafontaine had been a founder ) ,  �ad c9ns. lde_red 'resoirupE7�d:-·;; i .:,:,· · ;:.�� ,. · " · • •r· , ·I' . · · • .. � � . · · -

ing as an international a uxilliary ··la'nguage/�i t�·�·�- F.;-fln�h ; ;:, :. ! �;:i; 
' ,. · ) ·1 ' , ! '_' 'i 'J• J :. , \t , .  I :. , I .�f:J ·�. 

Esperanto , Ido * , or Esperantido . * * .The ·Union wi th' over , ' ;• 'r ;,.l t, ;; 
• • 1 . •  : . • : r I ' · '·�·: · � ' ··' � :., 1 ·i<�·:._. �· �r . .rtf;�l 

2 0 0  affi liated· associations , had decided .to endoJ:;se' . .  : :� '· ·{·: ; ' ' '\('��. '. ·; 
�-) ,; . ; , 'r . . r.�. ' ;, ,. · '.'' · ' .  ; ! .  ·; ! . �lY��'; Esperanto , wit� the recommendation that ' all' . imprf?,Vements,! !'l ·t�t,:.;'s: � 

' '  - ' , . ·:, f :: ·�i ·f'r·, : 
, • _ 1  'r., ; . i· '·;-,_)·. :�·;:r * -Ido , a' variation (according to some', ·a refinement)1 dt. . · • i . , Esperanto . · . · : ' · ; ' ,  . �.. .. ' · c : � · !·� ·l�·� . J t� . . ; · ,ll · · ·· : . ·  1 ·; , . 1 1· · 

* * A furth�r variation : .... . r .. . . ' � · � . !  '-,; .' '•:" r.�•Jr:/�:, ; . ' •, . ' ; · i, { ;,_: 1t .. � f ' ' ' .  ' .,.� \,�tif': ' .  : , ' : : ,.Cl· � · , J , : · �� -r . . :, ' I . I •• ,' I ' ,  . . l; � ,, h\ · 
1 . guoted by E . Privat , Aventuroj· de Pioniro , .La Lagtina * •·• · ·· · . , · ; J. Regulo , 1 9 6 3 ,  p . 9 3 .  · ; -:;·:� · · .;; 

· .· ·  ., · 1 · ··-t J 

: :.:.··:!�: /�� 
\,l I ,'  ·.._t_,�1:,; 

� • o I -

2 .  Mr . Hyman , a political adversary of Lafontaine , as . Belgian Foreign Minister he had rccently ncgotiated a 
post-war alliance with France , aimed against Germariy 
(September 7 ,  1 9 2 0 ) . · · 

' •' 

· ' · 
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d e emed n e c e s s a ry be d e ferred ' un t i l  the moment when the 

language h a s  o f fi c i a l ly been adoptcd by the gOve rnments ' . l 

Obvious l y  thc Union be l ieved that acceptance was o n ly a 

matte r o f  t ime . 

The Cong r e s i  o f  the Feder�t ion o f  Assoc i a tions for 

the League o f  Nations mee t i n g  in Mi lan in 1 9 2 0  had a ls o  

voted in favour o f  Espe ranto , 2 be l ieving that t h e  Esper-

anto language c6uld furn i s h · to the Lea gue a u s e f u l  a i d  

f o r  the League ' s  own deve lopment . 3 The Federa t i o n , with 

a s s oc i a tions in over forty COuntr ies was not Wi thout in-

f l uenc e . Like the Union o f  Inte rna tional Associ a tions , 

it ma i n t a i ncd permanent headquarters i n  Brus s e l s , and 

the r e s o l ut i ons o f  its annual Congre s s  were regularly 

p r i n ted in the Jo urn a l  o f  the League Assemb l y . 

Thus , despite the oppo s i t ion o f  Mr . Hanotaux and 

Mr . Hymans , the Espe ranto que s t i on wa s sent for cons ider-

a t ion to the Secend Committee for Techn i c a l  Natte r s . · At 

1 .  Quated by A .  Gu�rard , op . c i t ;  p .  1 8 8 .  It is intere s t­
i n g  to n o te th at this mot ion was proposed a t  the c o n fe rence 
by Ge n e r a l  Sebert ( a ccording to E .  P r iva t ,  H i storie de la 
Lingvo E speranto , or H i s tory o f  the Esperanto Language , 
op . c 1 t .  , v .  2 .  , p .  1 0  1). 
2 .  G .  d e  Reyno ld , �!es Memoires , Geneve , 1 9 6 3 ,  vo L 3 , · 
p .  4 5 2 . 

3 .  I n  February 1 9 2 1 ,  a t  a meet ing o f  the League o f  Nations 
U n i on in Engl and , Lord Rob e r t  Ce c i l  i ndicated that he sup­
ported E s pe ranto as a ' un i ve r s a l  language (wh i ch ) wou ld very 
mater i a l ly a s s i s t the u s e f u l n e s s  of the League of Nations ' ,  
( B r i t i s h  Espera n t i s t ,  vol . 1 7 ,  no . 1 9 3 , Apri l ,  1 9 2 1 ) , 
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, the c6mmittee ' s  December 16th meeting ; t'a fontain� 11 Zoka.:... . , ' 1'.1 j • I ' 1 I �� 1 � , , 
· . ed-Dovieh , Tang Tsai Fu : (China ) , and Henriette · Forchha�e·r1 .. · 

· 
, • ' J • • ,1 ' I ;' ·, i 

1 .. ; • i ' l· . · I ( Denmark ) expressed their  desire to see. the . Lafontain_e : .", ·,· i ' !  
' t I ;: • · ,· I 

motion on Esperanto passed . The ;ote within th�-
C�mm

.it-· �.'' • •: ,\ · t � r . . :, ' (� ..,. . .  · � 

tee was ten in favour , on� (France ) ' oppo��d : 2 . . . . . •l.:t, ·'f'herefor,E?, , :: · , ,. ·"· 
> � .!. 'J� • I ( 

despite the re-iterated oppositiori o f . the French d�le<:�ate.•," : ;, · 'l\ 
•. �· • , • I .. •. J • ; • r 

Mr . Hanotaux , the First Assembly placed the �atter
. 
on the : /11 j '  

: :· . : 1 · t . , ' >  :�' .� . r ' ,  
agenda o f the next As sembly , · and �.�structed ,the Se�retar- · :, r . · "  
iat to prepare a report . 3 ·. ;. · : .' '

' ) . :.:'l , . : ;· : .. :\; ·,�, >/<< �:�·· ' 
Meam�hile , pressure on the L'eag'ue to dl.scuss the .-· 1 I'" (', ' 

')., , , � :�. I' :  f' I , ; � '  .'. �� s 4.; 
International Language question continu�a.': ' · .. In �ovember' · • i  , · !  

. . ' ' ' : . - .J/11 �: \ �. , , - �, : '·· .· . . ·: · ;·t \) ··�.\ ��� 
1 9 2 0 , a nurober of  S1.;edes

. 
(includi,nsr B . � . � · , f����y�s� .'· ·/ :1:11�('���:�';.;,. �:�·�.! 

Swedish Minister of  Education) met fn ·: stockholm · and ., ,.·�; ·.:; : <: ::· . . ' ··�: . · ' �.- r' . ·. '.'• '··� �-�:·�·::t J ; � ·· �:·:. I 
elected a commi ttee o f  four Esperanti s t's '· four . Idl.sts ,. • ,  ,: ·, . , ' . :·.,• 

• • • ' I ' :\ • ' ·� '\, ' ·h· ·. · :.,, �· •:"' }� , two parti:sans of  the selection of a nationql/�Cinguage , ):. !'t· 1 1 �·. 
I .' ·. I : I  I . ' ! ' t  t . , ,_ : ' ; � .  ·.·,, J, ' •; I ., I ' .. . , 

and four m�.mbers who profes sed neutrality . : , This ;comril'��� ' :  <���� �'-, 
tee composed a petition to the Leag�e4 , urging i t; · to, ����r >: •j � 

I ; , , , � � .:> : t� . �� · �: :: :: 
,. , r' o\ , �·j •i1' ·>, ; 

f 
' I. � J '{ I· J • I . � .. : • ' • • ' ! . ' . ; ' . J: t; .\\ ··� 1 . Miss Forchhall)I1ler ( b .  1 8 6  3 )  , Danl.sh  socl.al worke:r; , · .  vri.f .i · :· ,,: . . ''' 

Hon . President , Danish Nationa l Council  of Women , ' H6n .  '.'1 1 ·,; .I : • ·� 
Vice-Pres ident , International Council  o f  Women ( 1 9 1 4 -1 9 3 0 )  .' i · · · 
2 .  Germana Esperantisto , January. ·1 9 2 1 , p .  5 .  

3 . This IVas on December 1 8 , the very last 'day of  the 
Assembly . 

I � ' • 

. '· · 

4 .  Submi tt;ed by the S1�edish government  to the Assembly . · · . . . · . · ,. • . 
•• . \ 1 

' , . l: 
.\ , 

I ·c , ,  ' i ' �I 
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and ad opt a un i ve r sa l l anguage , eventua l l y  taking s teps 

to create a n  I n terna t io n a l  Acad emy to con trol the deve l ­

opmen t  a n d  un i fo rmi ty o f  the language s e l �cted . 1 

A l s o  h c l p ful in the Esperan tist  camp a i gn a t  the League 

were two important · a e c l n ra t i ons i n  s upport of Esperanto . 

Thc f i r·s t was by the Pa r i s  Chamber o f  Comme rce . I n  1 9 2 0 ,  

the Paris Espe ranto group had persuaded the P a r i s  Chamber 

of Comme rce to e xamine the ' comme rcial use fu1ness of Esper­

a nto . Andre Baudet 2 , Vice -President o f  the Paris Chamber 

�f Comme rce had then presented a repor t 3 on December 1 8 ,  

1 9 2 0 ,  s trongly s up por ting Es peran to . The fo1 1owing month , 

the Pa r i s  Chamber o f  Commerce unanl.mou s l y  dec ided to o f fe r  

the i n s t r uc t ion o f  Espe ranto in its  comme r c i a l  s chool s ,  

and to recommend Esperanto to the Chambers o f  Comme rce o f  

1 .  
I 

A . L .  Guera r d ,  op. c i t . ; p .  1 7 9 - 1 8 0 . 

2 .  Baudct ( 1 8 7 6 - 1 9 4 0 )  was not an Esperanti s t .  Howe ve r ,  
i n  h i s  capac i ty a s  Vice-Pres ident ( 1 9 2 0 )  and l a te r  Treas­
urer ( 1 9 2 3 )  o f  the Par i s  Chamber o f  Commerce , he proved 
very favournble towards Esperanto . 

3 .  Baude t ' s  repo r t , ' Ut i l i t� et choix d ' une langue 
auxi l i a r<? i nt e rna t i ona l e , present� au nom de l a  Commi s ­
s i on dc l ' e n s e i gnemc n t  cor:une rcia1e ' ,  was adop t e d  by the 
P a r i s  Chamb e r  of Comme rce o n  Feb . 9 ,  1 9 2 1 . I t  was pub-
1 i s he d  by the Chamber in P a r i s  i n  1 9 2 1 . 
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all countries , advising them that by promoting the rapid !::. 
pr0pagati0n Of this' international language 1 they WOUld ' ,1 , ' '.l . r •' 

' I  • 

be greatly facilitating international trade , l 
• • . •  • r ,f • 

This tes ti- • 1 ' · .'. ) . .  · - . ·. i 

:: :�.:Y t: :::n :: p:::::: t:: . ::::::• � :::. 
p
:: :;:::::; �;.: , : li:.�: 

' '1·:. " .I,' '· -� ' , 
: ·  : ·  . .  · ·: . · ,  - · · , .," ( The secend major recommendation came from the Inter- _ · '- · · ;, i, · , .  . ' .. ; . attitude of the French government • . . , . , 

national Red Cross . On April 7 ,  ·1 n 1
'
,· th.is organi�ation . <� ,' :: :{:;i 

I • ·t ' ,. '" ' ·� i ' !  , I 

also adopted a resolution recommending . Esperanto 1 ci tihg ·, · :�·, , 

a-s their reason , the convict�on tha{ ' Esperanto w�s. �n� · · __ ! _  ! · . . '1 ·i : f.:� 
I ' '1 ' 1 ���' :, 14) 

:::::::::::: :::::::�:�:::::::::
::�;::

n

:�:�:;::::::�:

l 

•': ·::;. ·c;;,;,l�:\i1 
, '' ., 0 

! �· ' , I ·' j ',t' ,  ·: • ' ':, � '  

1 .  ..The text of the resolution may be ; f�uhd i�- ;�:r��:�- 1 : :;;_: ?· ://r:·· 
Esperantisto , 4 / 3 0 2 ,  April , 1 9 2 1 , 9 . 7 3 - 7 4 . -

.
. '. ;: • .  ;�;: 

2 .  From a letter by Edmond Privat to l-vel lington Koo ; the . ,_ ,'. ·; · 

Chinese delegate to the League , June 2 4 , 1 9 2 1 ,  Qr�vat ·?apers . J � -� 
• ' ' ., ' . ,\;;:.' , 

I , ; :, �!�? 

.• 1- 1 _.. 

. �:, : •,J � ··. . <..: . �. ; : L .•t \· , 
. .  ·' · . r . '.l 
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Preparations for the Second As s embly 

I n  1 9 2 0 , Privat had not fully e xpected French opposi tion 

a t  the Leaguc . Ro l l e t  d e  l ' I s l e 1 , a French Esperan t i s t  

w r i t i n g  t o  Priva t ,  h a d  chide d , " I  a m  a s tonishe d  that you 

wonder a t  this hos t i l i ty , s ince we have here for some t ime 

encountercd the mo s t v i o l e n t  hosti l i ty from the Quai d ' Or s ay . • 2 

In 1 9 2 1 , P r i va t  was not only we l l- aware o f  French 

o f f i c i a l  cppo s i t ion , but a l s o  determined to lcave no s tone 

unturned in prepa ring tor a new o f fens ive at the next sess ion 

of the Leugue . Be kept i n  c lose touch with fri endly dele­

gates who could sponsor E s p e ranto i n  the As semb ly : 3 On 

Mai 2 8 , Pri va t asked Ben�s that Czechos lova k i a  demand the 

re -ope n i ng of the discuss i o n  on Esperu nto a t  the next As sem-

4 bly . Several days l a te r ,  h e  repe a ted the reque s t ,  indicating 

1 .  Maur ice Ro l l e t  de l ' I s l e  ( 1 8 5 9 - 1 9 4 3 )  , hydrographi c  engin­
e e r  i n  the French Navy , D i r e c tor o f  the Central Hydro­
graph i e  o f fi c e  in Pari s ;  P re s i dent of the F rench Soc iety 
for the Propaganda o f  Esperanto ( 1 9 1 1 - 1 9 2 3 ) , l at e r  member 
of the International Central Comm i t tee ; in 1 9 3 3 , he be-
came Pres ident of the Esperanto Academy . 

2 .  From a le tter i n  Fre nch , by Ro l le t  de l ' I s l e  to Privat , 
Dec . 3 0 , 1 9 2 0 ,  Privat Papers . 

3 .  I t  i s  i n teresting to note , however , tha t o f  Privat ' s  
s t ronges t s upporters w i t h i n  the League , La fonta ine , We l l ­
i ngton Koo , and Ce c i l , none were thems e lves adept i n  
speak i n g  Esperanto . 

4 .  Le tter from P r ivat to E .  Ben�s ,  Czechos lovakian M i n i s te r  
o f  For e i gn A f fa i r s , Nay 2 8 ,  1 9 2 1 ,  ibid . 
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to . Ben�i , that this strategy had the s�pport of Well{ngto� , , ,  ,, 
Koo , " the Chinese delegate . 1 . ·! : 

·Privat also recognized that if Esperarito had � muc� • ! ! -� ·��� 
.. • ·  l H'\ . greater chance of securing the approval and support of the , · · {' 

I ' I  �· .1'.; jL 
. . 

• . .  ' League , if a nurilber of national governments ·could be per-: 
: ·: ;I .\.!i' ', •, .·: suaded to support Esperanto by instituting optional or . , 

�a· .. ,; 
perhaps compulsory Esperanto courses in state schools . _.' I ·, , , 

l li • . . '.i< �·. 
Therefore , Privat further proposed to Benes that , C��cho- · , -·�� � . � • ' l ! . l. !' \ '  
slovakia , wi th China , and several unnamed governments , , ,  ' ,: · , ' ,' � • . ''l , ! ; ! '  . •. . •  �� � ,- �4 ·.�\< 
sign an agreement on the .compulsory le�riüng of Esperanto , ; · ; • .1• 

; __ ; :}_·t:;-� in state sc,hools for a trial · period of five year$ .' : ' 
, I . .  ' . . . ' ·t· : r ' . ! •• · . .  ;-, . .  According to Privat , Wellington Koo 1<1as prepared to press · : , . i , : ·p · 

' . ' 
' ·, 

. � - .,� 

this with his government . 2 At the ver.y least , such ' an :. '
' . ' > tfl:' ' ' ' .,. .  :• . . . 1 ,./ 

agreement , would go a long way in convincing othE�r . govern-. :  · ,;· i:·· f;: 

ments to cqnsider Esperanto . ·· \  :• ' : '.\ '_'; : ., ' ·_::{�f �� 
I ,  1 I t 

A vital part in the preparations was the 1 3th a�riua l ; 
Esperanto Congress , held that summer from July 31 ,until 

' !  ·! · ' \ .  � . , ' I • < 
I!· i. ; } � )�, r.lJL • ' ! ,\ 

I ·, · . 

August 6 ( the Congress at which Esperanto was to be the 
working 1anguage to demonstrate to the League the prac�i­., 
cal value of the language ) . The Congress ,not accident1y 

1 .  Ibid ; June 2 ,  1921 . 
2 .  Ibid . 

l .  

!· . • �� . .... ... 
,., ' . �. !:'· ·(, 

" I  ��- : . '\ ,' -�: 

·:·:,., 
. . 

; 

, .  
.' ' . , • , t . ,._,, •, '  

.. ·. 
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took p l n c c  i n  Pr aguc , the c a p i t a l  o f  Ben� s ' country , 

C z e c h o s lmv a k i a . � major e f fort was made to ob tain  

o f fi c i a l  rcprcsen t a t i o n  a t  the Congre s s  by gove rnments , 

priva te nrqa n i za t i o n s , and e s p ec i a l ly by the League o f  

Na t ions . � lt i l o u g h  t h e  League Secre tary-Gene r a l , S i r  

Eric  Drummo nd 1 , h a d  a l ready promi sed to s e n d  a represent­

a t i ve to thc Congress , 2 P r i va t  had Ben�s add the weight 
. 3 o f  a n  o f f i c ia l . invi tation by Czechos lova k i a .  Ben�s was 

a l so urqed to sehd formal i nv i tations to i n tc r e s ted s tates , 

4 to send d e l e g a tes. :  

To ens u re a g,öod turn-o u t , pre- and po s t -con gres s  

gathe r i n qs o f  Espeq1:1t i s t s  1-1ere h e l d  i n  Be r l i n , Dresden , 

Vienna , Dudapc s t , Gr�� . Tranto and Re i chenberg . 5 Indeed , 

the Praguc Congre s s  w.� very we l l  at tended by Esperant i s t s , 

and by d e l P <_ja tes o f  oth.er organ i za t ions . The 2 ,  5 6 1  attend i n g  

1 .  Drummon<l ( 1 8 7 6 - 1 9 5 1 ) , . a forme r Br i t ish civi l servan t ,  
h ad been a membe r o f  the Ji'.o reign O f fice s i nce 1 9 0 0 . 
Between 1 9 1 2 - 1 9 1 5 , he had l;i"t�e n  private secrctary to the 
Pr ime 1·1i n  is tcr , and from 1 9·1: 5 - 1 9 1 9  to the Foreign Secretary . 

2 .  E s pe ran to , June 1 9 2 0 , no .. ' 2 3 8 ,  p .  1 1 4 . 

3 .  Letter f rom Privat to Ben�·�, , June 2, 1 9 2 1 , Privat Pal)e r s . 

4 .  I b i d ; Nay 2 8 ,  1 9 2 1 . 

5 .  E .  D .  Durra n t ,  the La n cmagc PL"obl em , He ran sgate ( England ) 
p .  8 5 .  
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. 1 included Esperantist representatives o f 35 countries ,  \. ,  
: '  I I  

' 2 and deleg�tes of the International Red Cros s , Mr . Horner 
3 ' _ lt :  • .  j 

of the International ·Labour Office and Mr . Blumel of the 
I 

League Secretariat . The latter had even sent Under�Sec• 
retary-General Ni tob� , 4 accompanied by a young Esperantis-t

' f. , 

member of the Information Bureau of the Secretariat , �ik�o 
Fuj isawa (see previous biographical note ) . · Also attending 
were official representatives of 10 statei -- from the ·---:::a ' 
Departments of Education of BelgLum, Holland� S���ny , Fin- , 
land, Lithuania , and Czechoslovakia ; from . the Spanish · ·� - i �  

, ' 
, . I 

t' .. . ,  
. ' 

1·\ 
' '  

, .  1 .  E. Privat , Historie de la Esperanto Lingvo , v . 2·, 
op . cit ; p . 1 0 3 .  

� 1 2 .  The delegate o f the International •Red Cross -, Rodolphe ,, 
Horner , was also Vice-Pres ident of the Swiss Esperanto · · ' · � : . · 
Society (of which Privat was President ) .  · 

.. ·· 

3 .  Andre Blume! ( 1 8 9 3 - 1 9 7 3 ) , French Socialist · Lawyer , 
and friend .of Albert Themas was Geputy director o f the 

: i  

International Labour Office ' s  Section on International . i 
Relations . Blume! had been editor of various socialist · ) : r 
journals , La Guerm Sociale , of Victoire �nd of l ' Humanite . · 

(re f . Le Monde , May 27 , 19 7 3 ) . 

4 .  Inazo Nitob� ( 1 8 6 2- 1 9 3 3 ) , a Japanese , �as Director 
of the Secretar iat ' s  Section of Intel lectual Co-operation , · 
and one of 3 Under-Secretary-Generals . A Pacifist and · ' 
an active Quaker , he was , according to F . P . Walter (re f . 
A History of the League of Nations , op . cit ; p . 7 8 ) , a 
spokesman of the liberal movement in Japan . A former pro­
fessor of colonial history at the Universities of 'Kyoto 
and Tokyo , he was well-known in the West for a book he 
had written on ' bushido ' .  ' · 



- 4 7  -

Ni n i s try o f  l·:a r ,  the Italian Hinistry o f  the Navy , and 

from the d i p l orna t i c  rni s s i o n s of Yugos lavia and the Ukraine . 1 

At P r a g u e , B c n � s  showed generaus s uppor t ,  and "in formed 

the Con�ress tha t the p e o p l e  and governrne n t  o f  Cz echo-

s lova k i i-1  c on s i ck rccl the propaga tion of E s p e r a n to as one 

of thc nrus t  powe r fu l  rneans in the re-cons truction of a 

peace ful Eu rope . 2 

The Congre s s , at  wh ich Espe ranto wa s the working 

language th roughout , passed a resolution asking the League 

to recommcnd the gradual introduction of the teaching 

o f  Esperan to i n  the s chools  o f  member s tates . 3 

1 .  Journa l de Gen�ve , August 2 5 ,  1 9 2 1 . 

2 .  Ibid . 

3 . This resol ution was fully quoted by Ni tob� ' s  report 
on the Congre s s  (League of Nations , the Language Quest ion 
and the Lea0ue o f  Nations , a report by Dr . Inazo  N1tobe , 
document A . 72 . 1921 .  Xll ; p .  9 ) . 

�· .-. . ' -·' '� ' . ' 
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Results : t,he 1 9 21 Report 

After the Congress , Mr . Nitob�; on behalf of . the 
' •· 

League Secretariat , drew up a report on the international · ; : ·  . 
: . 1 i,l � ./ ', 
language quest�on . Although the final version was con-, .  
s iderably toned down and shortened from the original he 

/. 'r.t .  ; . . i !  . � 1  

had drafted with Priva t ' s help , 2 the Nitob� repor,t prompt� · � t j \ ' I ' (�� 
ed a fresh ):"esolution3 on the earlier report by: the Second · ' , �.'\, . ·�· ' I ' '  
Commi ttee , advising the Secretariat to prepare !l ,study �n . · '111� 
the teaching of Esperanto in schools . Thus , on September l J , , : :;," 

· ' '· . ·:·/il.: , 

1 . Qocument A . 7 2 , September 14 , 1 9 2 1 , Xll , 3� · :p : ' : < : 1 , ·X�� 
2 . According to a draft of the report , fou�d in Privat 1 · �� 
Papers . · , ,;� �r�' 

·., .... � 

3 . Resolution A. l9 4 .  
' ' J '  

,1( . \• ;, I. •. • J � :' ' 
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Lord Robe rt Cecil pre s e n te d  a proposal on beha l f  o f  1 3  

s tates , 1 that the report o f  the Secend Committee2 a n d  o f  

Under-Secrctary-General N i to b� b e  communicated t o  the 

1 .  The rcso lution was s i gned by Lord Robert Cec i l  ( SOUTH 
AFRICA ) ; Sena tor Lafonta i n e  ( BELGIUM) ; Eduard Benes ( C Z ECH­
OSLOVAK IA)  ; Take Ionne s c u  ( RUMANIA ) , Ionne s c u  ( 1 8 5 8 - 1 9 2 2 )  
had foundc d  Ruman i a ' s  Con s e rv a tive- Democ r a t i c  party i n  
1 9 0 8  (when Ruman i a  was s t i l l  part o f  the Aus t ro -Hungarian 
Empire ) .  I n  1 9 2 0 , Ionne s c u  had become Foreign Mi n i s te r  
o f  the new country ; in 1 9 2 1 , Pr ime Ministe r .  E a r l i e r  
t h a t  yea r ,  I o n n e s c u  had ac cepted Benes ' invi tation to 
j o i n  in a sma l l - power a l l i ance w i th Czechos lovak i a  and 
Yugoslavi a ;  Bi shop Fan No l i  (ALBAN I A ) , Fan Nol i ( 1 8 8 2 ) , 
a nation a l i s t  re forme r , had founded the Albani a n  Orthodox 
Church , indcpendent o f  the Greek Orthodox Church . A 
Harvard gradu a te , he was Albania ' s  Fore i gn Mi n i s te r  during 
1 9 2 1 -2 2 ,  and President bri e f ly i n  1 9 2 4 . He has been 
descr ibed as ' id e a l i s t i c  and rather impract i ca l ' ( L . S .  
S t avri anos , the Balkans S i nc e  1 4 5 3 , New York , 1 9 5 8 , p .  
7 1 8 ) ; Dr . A . J .  Rest rope (COLUMBIA) , Dr . Diegenes E s ca lante 
( VENEZ UELA ) ; ( b . l 8 B O ) , 1 awye r ,  j ourna l i s t  and d ip 1oma t , 

d e l egate to the League f rom 1 9 2 0  to 1 9 3 3 ;  i n  1 9 2 2  he 
was appo inted minister to B r i tain ; Carl Encke l 1  ( F I NLAND ) , 
Encke l l , a forme r banke r ,  was Fin land ' s  Mini s t e r  o f  
Foreign A f fa i rs , 1 9 1 8 - 1 9 , 1 9 2 2 , 1 9 2 4  a n d  l ater i n  1 9 4 4 ;  
Viscount Mine i ch i re Ad atci  ( JAPAN ) , Ada tci ( 1 8 6 9 - 1 9 3 4 ) ,  
an eminent j ur i s t ,  former J apanese mi n i s te r  to Me xico 
and Belgi um ;  Tang Tsai Pu ( CHINA) , the Emir Zoka-ed­
Dov1eh (PERSIA) , the Maha ra j a  Khengarj i o f  Kutch ( I�DIA) ; 
and provi s i ona l l y ,  Askenazy ( POLAND ) , ( b .  1 8 6 7 ,  a po 1 i ­
t i cian , and wel l-known h i s to r i a n  o f  Po land ) . 

2 .  No . 2 3 5 ,  Decembe r  1 7 , 1 9 2 0 . 
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Assemb ly wi.
thout

. 
delay . � It  is inferestincf to note that · 1 

;, ' . · �2 
this motion was supported by al1 the , Asi'atic m�mbers of  , .1 

� ! . ' 
the League e�cept Siam (which may have . �een influenced ';,: I l f . '  
by  her  ' special relationship 1 wi  th France'� j , The Polish . ·. ' 

• j .  3 . ' . . . . delegate , S zymon Askenazy , s 1gned the. proposal ,. .but, w1 th ' . 
. . ' 

reservation that Poland would support 'Esperanto as an 
, . 

internatiOnf! l auxiliary language o'nly so' 'lorig as . it ' d,id / ' . , '  l '  .. •  

1 .  League o f  Nations , Records of the 
(Plenary ) , PP • 210 - 21 9 . 

� I ' /:(' 
ll ' ·· 

secorid As s�m�ly . , : ·\ 
• ., �- I * t • ' ':! � • ; . ··;�' . < : !' 1 ;  • � • • • ! i , . I Lr t; � • 2 . Privat was aware of  the possibiÜtie� : of j oiht As ian;. :-;

';; 
action , and tried to encourage i t .  At � m�eting of th� · 1, j 
5th c.ommi ttee , during the . 4th Assembl,.y , when: the Chin·ese �· · , 
delegate , Chao Hsin Chu complained that th� i�tel��cttial . � .� 
tnovement in the Far East \qas not adequately. represepted , 1:; I in  the Committee of  Intellect4al 'cooperation , Privat · ·,, . .  

expressed his deep regret that 1 the great types ot: .'Asiat':ic ; 
Cul ture had not obtained due recognition 1 • (Lea_gue of . . :1. } I.: · 
Nations , Records , 1 9 2 4 , Minutes of  the Fifth Gomm,i tte� ;: : ,: .. 
Geneva , p .  24) . ' · : .  1 · • .: . , .11 I j 1,1 • ..t J I• 1 I � �- �:' 
3 .  In signing the docillnent , Askena;zy may have been 1 . .  
influenced by Edmoro Privat 1 s  previous support of  Po+i sh 
independence . In 1916 , while still ' 1 i n  P,aris r Privat •: , · ,. • :. 
had founded the International Commi ttee for t:he : rndep'end-; , 
ence o f  Poland , and , despite the protests of  the Russl'n ' 
Ambassador , and the warnings of thß French Mil}istry of,'' 1;_1. ; . : 
Foreign Affairs , Privat had written his  doctotal thesis 
as  well  as ntimerous newspaper articles  on the Po lish 
desire for independence . (Alice Ri vas et  ·al , 1 Edmond 
Privat 1 8 8 9 - 1 9 6 2 1 Revue Neuchateloise , no . 4 3- 4 4 , p .  
3 8 - 9 ) . 

.� ' ' I 

I •  
. ,. 
1 ,, 

.,.·· . \ 
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not d e t r a c t  fr orn the pre s t i ge of the French l anguage a s  

1 
an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  dip loma t i c  l a n gu age . 

Though the propo s a l  d i d  n o t  receive rnuch d i s cuss ion , 

i t  b e i n g  d0clared tha t the problern needed furthe r s tudy , 

thc S ecend hssembly
2 d i d  reque s t  the Secretariat to make 

a thorough i nvest i ga t ion of ' expe r i ments a l ready made and 

a s certain thc actual r e s u l t s  a t t a ined . '  The S e c re ta r i a t  

d e c i d c d  t o  s end out que s t io n n a i r e s  t o  a l l  member St.a tes 

a nd to various concerned o rgani z a t ions . The inquiry 

was p l aced unde r  the S up e rv i s ion o f  Under- Secretary­

Gene ral Ni tobe . The League Secretar i a t  further a f fered 

the use of i t s  own O f f i c e s  i n  Geneva for a techni c a l  con-

f e rence on tha teaching of Espe ranto in s chool s .  

1 .  Po l and was counting on France to protect her from 
Ge rman revenge or Rus s i an expansion . The Franco­
Po l i s h  a l l i ance , s i gned in 1 9 2 1 , was regarded as the 
foundation of Po l and ' s  i n te rn a ti ona l posi t i on . ( R .  
Debi cki , The Fore i gn P o l i c y  o f  Poland , p .  5 8 ) . 

2 .  Lea g ue of Nations , Records ( P lenary ) , 1 3 th S e s s ion 
of the Second Assemb l y , Sept . 1 5 , 1 9 2 1 ) . 

r . jt;1 
I .  ··"­"�· " . \>--· �- \\; V../' I ._;v-1 
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Side Tactics 
· '  :-· , .. 

' . 

.. . , 

·' �'" ., ·1 I 

Meanwhile , Privat ' pursued anothe::-. ' approach to the 
' ' 

\ I' I '-• · ; I . • ' ' • 1 � • � I '.\ ',! • 

I, ,, '• I I • • ·' � 
problern of  getting the League to make use of  Esperanto, , 1 ' ;" · 
in its  debates and publications . 

' I I • ' I ,' · , /; 11 Ii \ f '  
Since :the rules· o f  ' :1 •• ! ·i, ' .f" ) , 1 1'\1 

the League still  pr�vented this , Pri�at turned to . � semi� ·. 4 � 
. ' ' .  . . ': ' •• . . ! · .� t �  '., .. )�· . . ::!:� 

autonomaus branch . o f  the League -- the I!Jternationa1 l:.apou'r·' · , , ' . 1 I • !• '1. , r, ·( 
Office . Esperantist leaders saw to .: i�  that the I . t . 'o .  · , t' ' 

. ' ,, ' . · . . . 
, : '· ·. r j; :.• t.

�
l J 

received abundant correspondence in and aböu� Esperanto ,· . 1 � ' '\ · :· . • t . •  . . · .  . ., . · . :. r i. t;;'• 
both from their own so�ieties (particularl:i · l'B.b�Uf · C?n.es ) ·, ·, · . ..:�· ' ' . . t. ' ·�_,, v,1 .. ' •. j . : t� �- . 
and from other organizations , sympathetic ·'·to ; Esp,e�ahto • . ' ; ;:;:-;,;,·:' ·. ,: · 

•.. 1 , ', ! .,11' " • � ' . ..  I ' f, f· 1 • ( i 
The Universal Esperanto Association then'l ;;f�er�·d, tt\�· , :f��� ,\ '�/�:' 

' . .  :. 1 ,··:: l ,. ·: ' • j ' ' ' �-.. • 
services of an Esperan1tist to transl�te the . �nterni'l�io'?'7-l: >J: .. . • ·1 . . · ' � . l t  I �." ,:1 I, � .· l ·q· '-
Lab0Ur Office I s burgeoning Esperanto'· co.rre'$pondence ·: '! slidh , 1 '1

· 
.. r. 

. . . .. . , l .  ( \ ·. 
. . � � . .  ��r. ··j ��- ·. ;·l..� ; f·� . .  · . . · . 

was the flqod o f  letters on Esperantq ; ·. ·, t1;1at .the I . L · ?· · · :. I: �·� 1 ;, 

accepted the U . E . A . ' s  o ffer and soon had s�m� ·
'of �·t·� ·· o�� ·�: :.: · ·pi ' i '  I . . ' i  · . •  I . ' i '\L · . ·;, 

staff learning Esperanto . Conveniently , the Un iyl,r'sid · \1 1 · >1 
' ' I t t j  t ,.,. . . I · if' , \ .! )··'; 1 ( ·, 

f ' 1 '  ' \ ,  . ' 
Esperanto . Association was affering tea,chin� aqJJ �.t.lies � " :• f " . , 1 • 

' , ,. . ,t ' I ' r '• � ·· I 1 1  /1-' '' '  IJ:.'·V 
' I  am counting a good deal , '  wro�e Privat ;. at tn.e tilne " \. 1 on ;;;, · ': t ; I , I ' J ' 

I ; � ·l1 " ... ! ; 
the success o f  the experience at the International' ; Labour ,_: , · ' :, 

' . i '�'� 1 ' �; ·.�· ·1 
Office . •

1 

1 .  From a letter in French , by Privat , to 
October , 1 9 2 1 , Privat Papers . 

i : -· · ' 
. . . .  �; . � 

l A :  .. . . ,· r· . '  
General ' Sebe�t� ' ! ,  l . � '1 ' ! 

', 1.. ' . .  � 

• I. ,  
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The Esperantists were fortunate that the Di rector 

6 f the I . L . O . , Albert Thoma s ,
1 

was a very i ndependent 

man , whosc l anguQge po l i cy was not d i c t ated by the League 

Counc i l or the Assembly , and who moreovc r ,  d e c l a red h im-

2 
sel f favou rable towa rds Esperanto . I n  1 9 2 1 ,  Themas , 

as S e c r e ta ry-Gene r a l  o f  the I nternat ional Conference o f  

Labou r ,  pcrmitted Privat t o  give t h e  d e l egates an addre s s  

on Espe ranto ( November 1 8 ,  1 9 2 1 ) . A s  a r e su l t , a resolu-

t i on w a s  pre sented a t  the conference on Novembe r 2 0 ,  1 9 2 1 , 

by th� Japanese and French l abour d e l egatc s , Mr . Matsumoto
3 

and Mr . Godart ,  4 
a pproving the Internat i o n a l  Labo�r Off ice 

1 .  Thema s ( 1 8 7 8 - 1 9 3 2 ) , a p romi nent French s oci a l i st , 
former wartime Cab i n e t  m i n i ster and amb a s s ador to Rus s i a  
· ( 1 9 1 7 - 1 9 1 8 ) . H e  h a d  k nown P r i vat , s in c e  t h e  l atter ' s  
u n i ve r s ity d�ys i n  Par i s . 

2 .  Ac cording to a letter f rom Thema s to P r i va t , November 2 2 ,  
1 9 2 1 , i b i d . 

3 .  S h u n i chi Mats umoto ( 1 8 9 7 - 1 9 6 6 )  had graduated from the 
l aw f a c u l t y  of Tokyo Unive r s i ty in 1 9 2 1 , and had immediately 
j o i ned the Japanese Dip loma tie Service . He repres,en te d  
Japan i n  various conferences o f  t h e  League . A member o f  
t h e  L i be r a l - Democ ratic Party , Ma tsumoto l a t e r  became 
Deputy Fo r c i gn �lini ster ( 1 9 4 2 - 4 4 ,  1 9 4 5 )  and Amb a s s ador 
to Lo ndo!"l ( 1 9 5 2 - 5 5 ) .  

4 .  For a b i ograph ical note o f  Jus t i n  Goda rt p l e a s e  se� 
the s e c t i o n  on Re-organi z a t ion . He was l i sted among the 
' honourary members ' of the Unive r s a l  Esperanto As sociation 
in 1 9 2 2 .  I n  1 9 2 4 , Go dart became the Mi n i s te r  o f  Labour 

· 

i n  the new He rriet governme n t ,  which p roved favourable 
t owa r d s  E s p e ranto . 

' I 



. ... ; 
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I n f i l t r a t i on 

The rcception o f  Esperanto at the League in 1 9 2 0  and 

1 9 2 1  convi nced Pr i va t  of the ncce s s i t y  for Esperan t i s ts 

t6 werk w i t h i n  the Lcague . A l though he hirns e l f  h a d- taken 

act ivc part i n  the a f fa i rs of the League i n  1 9 2 0- 2 1 ,  it 

had been a s  a trans l a tor , not as a delegate . To keep 

Esperan t o  in the imme d i a te a t tention o f  the other dele -

gate s , Espc ra n t i s t s  with delegate status would be mo s t  

helpful . ' vlc w i l l  not s ucceed at the 1 9 2 2  As semb ly , '  
. : 1 he j ud ge d , ' un l � s s  we havc a real . E spe ra n t i s t  a s  a de legate . '  

P r i vat wantcd 5 or 6 E speran tist&  a s  d e legate s , or 

a t  lea s t  as techn i ca l  experts with the r i ght o f  speaking 

i n  Commi ttee . The s e , he be l i eved , could be a ttached to 

· the delegations  o f  s ympa th e t i c  countries l i k e  F i n l and 2 o r  

1 .  From a l e t te r  i n  Fre n c h , . by Privat to Sebe r t ,  S eptemb e r  1 9 , 
1 9 2 1 , P r i va t  Pape r s . 

2 .  Fin land , wh i ch had vote d  for Espe ran to i n  the Secend 
Assemb l y , 1vas pa r t i c u larly sens i t ive to l i ngui s t i c  prob­
l ems . Her Swed i sh- speak ing minority i nvo l ved F i n land i n  
acr i d  i n terna tional d i spute s .  During th i s  p e r iod , the 
Swed ish - spca k i ng i nhab i tants o f  the Aland I s lands were 
a g i �ng to j o i n  Sweden . Mo reove r ,  the F i n n i s h  language , 
belanging n e i t h c r  to the Sc andinavian or the B a l t i c  
l ing u i s t i c  g roup , was  v i rt ua l ly unknown o u t s i d e  the 
country . 

In 1 9 1 9  the l iberal government o f  K . J .  Stah lberg ( a  
pro f e s s or o f  l aw ,  l e ader o f  the Progress ive Party ) had 
dec ided to f inanc i a l ly s upport the teaching o f  Espe ranto 
in F i nn i sh s e co n d a r y  schoo l s . Thi s  s uppo rt was l a t e r  
extendcd t o  pub l i c  s chool s ,  teachers college s , Espe ran to 
s choo l s  and to thc F i n n i s h  Esperanto Soc i e ty a s  we l l  ( re f : 
Memorandum o f  the F i n n i s h  Mini stry of Forc i g n  A f f a i r s , July 
1 ,  1 9 2 2 ,  League Archives , dos s i e r  1 7 4 9 5 ,  doc . 2 1 7 0 0Y ) . A 
grant o f  2 5 , 0 0 0  Marks was voted to the Finn i s h  Espe ranto 
Soc i e ty by the F i n n i s h  Pa r 1 i ament i n  1 9 2 1  and 1 9 2 2  ( re f :  
G e rmana E s p c r a n t i s to ,  no . 3 1 1 , January 1 9 2 2 , 9 . 2 ) . 

, , , 



; ·. . /. · '  :,;, � .:.\?f·l 
Spain . 1 rn . September 1:,:: :rivot a•ked the Fi�no tO 

. 
:.,�., ::\)1;� 

appoint Hr . Setälä ,, a wel l-known Finnish linguistics pro-: , · ·'/· ; "';,.,: 
fessor and an Esper anti st , as tee'hni.c�i

· advisor. to thei�/';: ·. · : :. : :h·i 
I ' � :� I �·:'• 'lv ;'I delegatio,.J:l to the Le ague . 2 Likewise , the Li thu ani ansi were· · ... . •, ,[, , ' ·1 

I ' ' ;,L : .. I ( . I· ; : � ·. 
asked to appoint Hr .  Don Browski , whom Privat c al led '' o�.r.:'f�. '1.'·;' . ,:·,: � 
old Esperantist friend . ' 

., . ' �:.jl .., ;l\ 
' � -: � : .· ·:· ;•I )  I � .  l" \ 

' � :\ I ; l �.. J !\ J"' J ,-, ! 

lVhile these efforts were unsuccessfl,ll , h� �i� '- ��n a��;. .��\· ·.! .. ;('::j\ 
to attain an appointment to a Le ague • 1de;tegation , 

,
for him ... !' � .� · , • 1 F '1 
. .  . : ·\ 'i . .  :,, . ·:�- :i��;�� sel f . Through the friendly offices • o f the Cou.ncil of · · .' ' t. , . ' 1 :'l •li( ' .  . ·' ' ,; . . . , ' .��:�: /: .. . � ·,>'{.';:.;;t 

St a te of Geneva, he first tried to persuade the Swis·s : .: . .  , � l'·" :f;'l•;' 
. ' - � · j · . : ' ! , { ' . _ , , �-� i '/'� .. � Foreign Hinistry to appoint ' him as p a'rt 9 r' the S��.�

s' ��·�·��� · );'}'�';,;;'.� 
gation , as a speci al delegate or technic al' expert - �n . . . , : '): ' ! � ".· .; ��;�?,� 
Esperanto . 3 This f ailed , but throug� the · i; ien�s�i; · o�<?;,�·:i ,��;1i�tJ:·�f.fl 

• 

• 

. . . • •• • : . • � • t � :.-� - - • ·: " .r ;. 
the new chief of t!)e Persi an deleg at,ior\ , � Princ� ·''l\

,ff a-:eA�i-J: . � ;,/,:q·f� 
4 . ' 1 ' . . \ •l · J' , . !;  • ''\�•:� Dovleh (whose cousin , zok a-ed-Dovleh , had in il. 9 2 0� 2 1 : 1 :,:, :, · ;: ' i: ' q ;'; 

\ . :;, • • , I <·. ·�' ,: ·� �. ·.is; voted for Esperanto , both in the Assembly and in committe'e ). /·d�:. ': :� 
f 1 �. � ' 'I ... . . �·:·'� ':�··� Privat jointed the Pers i an delegation at the LTague as . · '"'' "· I · s , ·\ ; ·� . c in· � :�h :? ·\ a legal advi sor . , \ .. , , . , '} .>· ( Ii · ' ' . · l .. i'· t;l:-. 

I . ' · , , )'/i) 
1 .  Letter from Privat to Ernest Archde acon of the 
Tauring Club , Paris, October 2 1 ,  1 9 2 1 , ibid . 

.\ . 

Fre�ch :·· ' · ·<t �:�!·!·� 
2 .  Letter from Priv at to Sebert , Sept . 2 7 ,  1,9 2 1 ,. ibid . · . :·_, : . '�:.::_:':';il 

' )'· . 'l:iJ J . ' ·) ' \ . •• � 
t ; ·.· :f.;: 3 .  According to a letter from Hr .  Hott a, Sl'liss P<;>litic al , <; ,V. 

Dep artment , Foreign Aff airs Division to the Councll of · ,� St ate of the . Republic and Canton o f Geneva, June 2 4 , , 1 9 2 2 ,· · ibid ;\; 
,. ,• · ·' .� . �,_\.., .. 4 .  Also c alled Prince 11irz a Riz a 

'
Kh an . \ , 

l;!':,, : ;f�,;�/.{ 5 .  He soon became a vice-delegat� , and between 1 9 2 2  and 
19 2 7 ,  Priv at represented Prince Arf a. 

·

' 

; 

' �
. :.

:··J� 
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Ha rde ning A t t i tude o f  the French Gove rnment 

The mo re Espe ranto s e emed to rece ive s e r ious League 

con s i de ra t i on , the mo re d e t e rmined o f f ic i a l  French oppo-

s i tion became . I t  was n o t  to France ' s  advantage to a l low 

furtherance of what might become the new d iploma t i c  lang-

uage - - bad . enough that Engl ish had encroached o n  French 

d ip loma t i c  pre -eminence . The French gove rnme n t ' s  o f f i c i a l  

s tand w a s  t h a t  i f  France r e cogn i zed Esperanto a s  an a uxi l-

i ary international language that could be used for the 

pub l i cat ion o f  o f fi c i a l  texts o f  League docume nt s ,  France 

would compromise the recogn i tion that the French language 

had a t t a i ned ' no t  without d i f ficulty ' a t  the P a r i s  Peace 

Con ference .
1 

French determi n a t i on to r e s i s t  the s ubvers ion o f  the 

d i ploma t i c  pos i tion o f  the French language was doub t l e s s  

he ightened even further in Augus t 1 9 2 1 , when u . s .  Pre s i dent 

Harding announced that t h e  forthcoming i n ternational con­

ference at Wa s h i n gton was to be cond�cted s o l e ly i n  Engl i sh . 

In any c a s e , i t  was s oon after tha t ,  that France gave 

i t s  d e l egates at the Le a gue · formal i n s tructions to obstruct 

1 .  From a l e t t e r  i n  Frenc h , by Raymond Poincare', . Fre nch 
Mini s t e r  of For e i g n  A f f a i r s , to General Seber t ,  Augus t 
1 5 ,  1 9 2 2 , Privat Papers . 
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f - ; . 1 . any recogni tion of  Esperanto by the League • ·  On September · '· 

1 6 ,  1 9 2 1 , the Fre�ch delegate ; Ge�rges Noblemaire , 2 wrote 

to General Sebert in ' most friendly ' terms 'about I our ' "t , ' :  
1 ' I  , .  i .; ., . 

1anguage (Esperanto ) ,  seeing diffi'culties not �o , niuch ,1 
1 • 1' l I •. ::. � • ,. ! 

from the French as from the Eng� ish , in 'its implementation: ·
\+ 

at the League . 3 Yet several days later I 'he public<!-lly : . ' . · ···i' •  

r II. ·.�. :·�;: 
denounced Esperanto . · Sebert explained thi�' about-face l '  /"l 

' { j • I �� • ;-I J-, f \• � 
to Privat by suggesting that Nobl e�aire must ha�e written j � •. I l ' 

·1 ,. �- _ I 

to him pr ior to learning ·of  · the '· Fi:ench go':'ernmen t 1 s 1 o;-de:i:s ! ·.<Y:; 
• • • 1 • • • 1 · q · . r 

telegraphed to their de legation at Geheva "' to oppose Esp'er-: .. �;. ' "lo ' 
' • ' ' 

• .  · �� 

anto . 4 Noblemaire , at that· time , was engaged in an in�ui
.
ry ;:� 

I '  J r ··J, I ! I  /,: :I,; ' I . � · i : tJ ; • ' ( ;  1 ,  ' : J  ' ·  .( I ·; -\, 

1 .  In centrast , the French government of 1 9 0 5  had awar'de<:l ;, :! 
the Legion of  Honour to Dr . Zamenhof ,  and the same year , · . ·�;; 
had permitted the first Universal Esperanto Congress  to ,' ,\ . 1, 
take place in France , in Boulogne-sur-Mer .  ' 

., ·, 1 <· · t) · · _ · x .. < - f �·r ; � �-'; 
2 .  Noblema ire 1 French delegate to the League 1 also a� : . ;  ., .:, •):< 
member o f  the House of  Deputies . , .  :J . . · ,  ·/ �: 
3 .  From a letter by Georges Noblemaire ·: to General Seheri:Y '} , 
September 16 , 1 9 2 1 ,  Privat Papers . i ' ' 

, .' : · , _i'. ;:: 
'· ' :· . .  ; .\ .:, 4 .  From a confidential letter by Sebert · to Privat ,  

Sept . 1 9 2 1 1  ibid .  

\ 
I, 

; . 
. , . 

�. ; . 

. , J 

;; · : · 

. . .. • 'i 

..t· 
j, :I ·�,,: 1 

' i ,.." . ' 
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into the organization of the League . In his ensuing 
1 report , he particularly deplored the League ' s  exorbi tant 

cost of translation . 2 Thi s , with his letter to Sebert , 
suggests Noblemaire might have come out in favour of Es- · 
peranto , had it not been for the instructions of his 
government . 

The French Ministry of Foreign Affairs sought to 
influence thc politics of other governments towards Es­
peranto not only by formal ins tructions to French dele-
gates to the League but also by formally forbidding the 
use of Esperanto in any meeting in which French officials 
took part . 

' French opposition also extended to manipulation of 
the press . In 1921 , the journal La Suisse refused to 
publish an attack on Esperanto by Marcel Pesch , an Idist . 
Pressure was brought by a great power , presumed to be 
France , forcing the publication of the article . 3 

1 .  Noblemaire Report , League Document A . 3 . l f 2 1 . 
2 .  Apparently trans lation cos ts accounted for 3/4 of the 
total operating expenses of the League (Mr . Noblemaire , 
October 1 , 1921 , League o f Nations , Records of the Second 
Assembly , vol . 1 (Plenary ) 19 21 , p . 5 

3 .  Re ferred to in a confidential ietter from Privat to 
General Sebert , September 2 7 , 192 1 , p . 2 ,  ibid . 
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' P rivat h ad no ' doubt as to the effect of active French : 
opposi tion ori ·the -smalle r nations . "We will · not be able ! ; 
to succeed next' ye ar i f this opposition mounts , "  he fore:...t : 
c asto 1 

Alre ady in Apri l , when he had been engaged in trying 
to pe rsuade \vel l ington Koo to take the Lafo-�t aine repo rt ' . 

' ·' 

on Espe ranto back before the Assembly in Septembe r, h� 
had fe ared French opposition , for politic ally , ' china was · 
in the sphe re of influence of the u � s .  and France , an� · - ' 
so was vulnerable to French pressure . 2 • I I 

Wh at could be done? " It ' is absolutely necess ary t? " 
act upon the (French) government itself � . before next' 

• { · j  

, . ' ! . ·. ' 

ye ar, " he wrote . 3 � :.;i ' i � ' 

However, fo r unspecified ' security"_ 

. ' · · f 
' .,. 1 '  ., •• 

re asons ' ,  Privat hirnself was forbid�en to < ent�r France .· ·,: ., 
Efforts to lift the veil of rnystery sur;rqunqing this ,·, 

inte rdiction , by General Sebe rt throug� his conne 9tions 
, '  · . 4 I \vith the Military and the French Academy of Science , ' 

' ; !_ 

; ,  

by Privat hirnself through the Swiss gove rnrnent , ahd a��o ,. ,-!;i ', 
j - ·; , ·• • t\ 

1 . From a confidenti al lettei in French �y P�ivat �o 
Gene ral Sebe rt , Septembe r 27 ,  1921 ,  p . 2 ,  ibid . 

.r 
2 .  Lette r from Privat to Gene ral Sebe rt , Apri l 2 5 , 1 9 21 , 
Privat Pape rs . 

' l  

3 . From a lette r in French , to Gene ral Sebert , Septembe r . 
19 , 1 92 1 , ibid . 

. I , ; j I' 

··, - .· · 

I . 
4 .  Th rough which Sebert was acquainted with Daniel Berthelot . � 
Sebe rt went to see him on Privat ' s  beh al f . (t�f . letter 
f rom Sebe rt - to Privat , Oct . 12 , 1921 , Privat Papers . )  j 

. . � ;. 
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' ' 
l ' ' l 

f ' l  d by �TI� . P r l vn t  ln s e ve r a  t r l p s  to P a r l s , al e . 

According to Sebert ,
2 

the i nt e r d i c t i on a g a i n s t  

P r i v a t  \•:as d u e  t o  the emni ty 3 o f  the Ni n i s t e r  o f  Edu-

ca t i o n , :.; . 
i 4 

B e r a r d , b e h i n d  whom l ay ' t h e  s e c r e t  i n f l u e n c e  

o f  the fo =�e r ch i e f  of wartime Censorshi p ' ,  who was s t i l l  

t h e  ' g r e y  c m i n e n c e ' o f  not o n l y  t h e  Mi n i s t ry o f  Education , 

but a l s o  the M i n i s t ry of Fore i gn A f fa i r s . 5 T h i s  s h a dmry 

unn amed f i gu r e , to whom S e b e r t  re f e r r e d  i n  s everal 

l .  A t  l e a s t two t r i p s  w e r e  rnad e , i n  J a n u a r y  1 9 1 9  ( a c co rd ­
i n g  to a l e t te r f r om P r i v a t  to G e o r g e s  C l emen c e a u , J u l y  1 9 ,  
1 9 1 9 ,  A l l ee R i v a s  e t  a l ; Sdmond P r iva t 1 8 8 9 - 1 9 62 ,  op . c i t ; 
p .  5 1 - 5 2i) , and in Oct . 1 9 2 1  ( a ccord i n g  to a l e tter from 
Gen . S e!Y.e· r t  to 1·1rne . Priva t ,  Oc t .  1 5 , 1 921 ,  Pr i va t Pape rs . 

2 .  Le t t� r f rom Ge n e r a l  Sebe r t ,  Ap r i l  2 5 , 1 9 2 1 ,  P r i va t  Papers . 

3 .  P r i v  t had not e ndeared h i rns e l f  to t h e  F r e n c h  govern­
ment by � is w a r - t ime ar t i c l e s  in far l e f t - win g j o urna l s  
l i k e  Tr a · ·a i l and L ' Hum: m i te . 

· 

.. · I 4 .  Le on B e r a r d  ( 1 8 7 6 - 1 9 6 0 ) , had b e e n  s e c r e tary to Raymond 
Poincare , 1 9 0 1 - 1 9 1 0 .  Berard was f i r s t  appointe t a s  Educa ­
tion Mi h i s te r  in 1 9 1 9 .  Ac co rd i n g to J . M .  Sherwood ( Ge o r g e s  
Ma nde l a n d  t h e  T h i r d Repub ! i c , S t a n fo r d ,  1 9 7 0 , p .  3 9  , 
i3'e'rärd Ö�"d !Jl5app()lntme n t  a s  Education Ni n i s ter to 
Gem·ges :.'" n d e l , as- a re�;•ard for pol i t.'i c a l  S Upport . �·!and e l  
w a s  t h e  ' g r e y  emi n ence ' , who , a c c o r d i n g  t o  c o r r e spondence 
bc twe e n  S e b e r t  and P r i va t ,  was behind o f f i c i a l  Frcnch 
Oppo s i t i o n  to E s p e r a n t o . 

!3 .  Pro:-:� a l e t te r  in Fren ch , by Seber·t t o  Privat , Se ptembe r 
2 1 ,  1 9 2 1 ,  P r i vat P a pe r s ; Sebert again me n t i o n s  t h i s ' grey 
c m i n e:1C' 0  I oil Oe tob er 12 , 1 9 2 1 , ibid . 
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l e tte r s , was probab l y  C l eme n c e au ' s  ch i e f  l i eutenan t , 

Geerga s Mande l (who had b e c n  i n  charge o f  wartine c e n sor-

s h i p  i n  France ) .  That Mande l was indeed an opponent to c\ _ 
E s pe ranto . i s  probable , f o r  he was a f e rve nt nationa l i s t .  

I n  any c a s e , i t  even tua l ly t r a n s p i re d  that during 

the war , when P r i va t  had b e e n  i n  P a ri s , he had , i n  the 

records o f  the S ur e t6 G e n e ra l e , b e e n  c o n fused with a 

Swi s s  j ournal i s t , E ti/me P r iv a z , an a rdent Germanoph i l e  . 1 

Y e t  had P r ivat not been a promi nent Esperant i s t ,  it i s  

doub t ful that t h i s  mi s unders tanding woul d  h ave pers i s ted 

s o  l on g .  Even a f t e r  the e r r o r  was d i s cove red in l a te 
' 2 1 9 2 1 , P r iva t  s ti l l  had d i f fi cu l t i e s  i n  e ntering Franc e . 

1 .  According to a l etter from P r ivat to Sebert , Januar.y 
7 ,  1 9 2 2 ,  P r ivat Pape r s . 

2 .  On February 7 , 1 9 2 2 , G u s tave Ader , the Swi s s  del egate 
to the Lea gue t r a n smi. t t e d  to P r i v a t  a t e l e gram . from Leon 
Bourgeoi s ,  that it was ' imp os s ib l e  to obta i n  a vi. s a ' 
( A l i c e  Rivas , e t .  al . Revue Neuch�te l o i s e ; no . 1! 3- 4 4 ,  1 9 6 3 ,  

p .  5 2 ) . 
---
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Es?oranto was not the o n l y  const ructed l a n guage 

s a � k i �g S U? ? O r t  a t  the League of Nations ; others i n c l uded 

Ido , Occic! e n t a l  Esperant ido , Latir.e s ine Flexione ( a  

s i �p l i � i a d  La t i n )  Per fekte , and I n t e r l i n gua . The mo s t  

da�aging t o  EspGranto was Ido . 

I do was a c tual ly an o f fshoot o f  Esperanto . I n  1 9 0 '7 ,  

E s p e ra n t i s t s  had been d ivided between those who favoured 

a r c form of the Esperanto l anguage to Ido ( E s p e ran to for 

' d e s c eo1 :1e n t ' ,  o f f s p r i n g ' ) ,  and tho s e  '.'ihO r e j e c ted the pro-

posed c�anges i n  the  l a nguage . 

The I d i s t s  had then s e t  up t h e i r  own S o c i e t i e s  and 

he l d  s ep a r a t e  Congre s s e s . Both Espe ranto and Ido s u f fe re d  

f rom th i s  d iv i s ion . Ido ( an d  i t s  own s p l i nt e r - group , 

E s p e r a n t i clo ) , \·la s s e e n  by c r i t i c s  as proo f o f  the inevit-

able  d i a l e c t i z a t i on o f  a language aspiring to unive r s a l  

' ' ;  7 )-·-Ir�- · ·  ! •  

u s a ge . Even tho s e  recept ive to the idea o f  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

auxi l � ' ry J anguage we re sorneti�es c o n f u s e d  a b o u t  whether 

to c h o � s e  Espe ranto or I d o . In 1 9 2 1 , for e xamp l e , the 

B r i t i � : :  .�s s o c i a t i on for the l\c:vanc e!'1e n t  of S c i E· r.ce had 
d e c l a r e d  i t s c l f  in favour of a n  interna t i o n a l  auxi l i a ry 

l angua gc , but had b e e n  unab!e to dec i de betwee n  the r e l a -

t ive n2r i t s  o f  E s p e r a n t o  a nd Ido . 
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I n  the Le ague s uc h  i n d c c i s i o n  w a s  u s e d  a g a i n s t E s p e r ­

anto .
1 

The I di s t s  w e r e  v e r y  a c t i ve a t  t h e  L e a gue a n d  h a d  
o rgan i z e d  a ' Uniono por l a  l inguo i n ternac iona ' { Union for 

the I n te r n a t i o n a l  Language ) .  At the s ame t ime that the 

S e c r e t a r i a t:  and League \ü!C'.r:Ü ttee members were rece i ving 

appe a l s  from the E s p e r a n t o  group , they were a l so f loode d 
w i th appea l s  from the I d i s t s . 

Wh i l e t h e  ach i eveme n t s o f  the I d i s ts we re mor e mode s t
2 

t h an those o f  the Esperanto moveme nt , Ido seems to h ave 

h ad an unexp e c ted and po1verful back e r  -- France . In 

January 1 9 2 1 , a f ter Privat had rece ived an appeal f rom a 

pro- I d i s t  Swi s s  company , as k i ng h i m  to j o i n  i n  recognition 

of  the  l i n gui s t i c s upe riority o f  Ido , Privat not only 

denied  s uc h  supe r i o r i ty , but warned the Idi s ts that they 

could  not rely on French s uppor t , for the French gove rn-

ment 1vas  opposed to a l l  inte rnat i ona l auxi l i ary l an gua ges . 

" There  are f ormal instruct i on s  on t h i s  s ub j ec t , "  wrote 

P r iva t , " i n t1-1o mi n i s t r .i e s ,  and c e rt a .i n o f f .i c .i a l s  have 

1 .  �1.i s s  Fo:.�chham.e r ,  Dani sh dele crate , in the 5 th Corr.mittee , 
League o f  N:tti ons , Third As s embly ; �linut.e s  o f  the 5 th �!e e t ­
i n g , S ep t enher 1 3 ,  1 9 2 2 , doc . A . V . /P . V . S . l 922 . 

2 .  In  1 9 2 2 ,  for examp l e , t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  the I d i s t  
S o c i e ty i n f �rmed I n a � o  N i tobe , t h e  ' S p o r t i n t e rn a t .i o n a l ' 
had a d op ted I do as an auxi l .i ary l a n g uge , and t h a t  t h e  
Rept' b l .i c  o f  ,\bkl: a z i a { .i n  t.he Caucus us ) h a d  introduccd 
Ido i n  t h e  f i na l year progrom o f  a l l  sehea l s  { ref : L . I.J . 
de Gue sne t ,  Secreta ry o f  the Fre nch I d i s t  Society , t o  
Unde rs ecretary - Genera l N .i tobc , t\ovedJer 1 0 ,  1 9 2 2 ,  �rivat 
Pap e r s . 
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even been orde red . . .  to as s i s t  I d i s t  p ropaganda , a s  a 

tactic to underrnine E s p e ranto , w h i c h  t i l l  now they have 

regarded as the on ly { a uxi l ia ry l anguage ) s treng e nough 
1 to be d a n gerous . "  P rivat l a t e r  e xpanded on t h i s  i n  a 

l e t t e r  to the French Esperant i s t , General Seber t : " th e  

t a c t i c  o f  throwing Ido a t  us , i s  c e r t a i n ly o f f i c i a l ly 

r e cormnended to them { the French d e l egate s ) . . .  i t seems 

evident that your governme n t  s ub s i d i z e s  a n  o f f i c e , j u s t  

e s tab l i s h e d  i n  Geneva und e r  t h e  d i re c tion o f  a c e r t a i n  

M a r c e �  P e s c h  { a  Frenchman ) , a s ome- time s tenograph e r  a t  

the I n ternational Labour O f f i c e , who h a s  j u s t  begun a cam-

p a i gn , o s tens ibly for Ido , but in rea l i ty d i rected 

a g a in s t  all i n ternational l anguages other than French . " 2 

Frar c e ' s  Mac h i ave l l i a n  p o l i c y  was n o t  without s uc ce s s . 

It e n s urrc· d that the I d i s t s were not d i s couragec'\ by the 

League S e creta r i a t . I n a z o  Nitob� wrote to the Pre s i dent 

l .  F'::-om a l e t t e r  i n  French by Pr ivat to Director o f  the 
S o c i e t � Anonyrne Cho c o l a t  Tobe r , January 1 4 ,  1 9 2 1 ,  Privat 
Papers . 
2 .  F ron a confide n t i a l  l e tt e r  in French by P r ivat to 
S e b e r t , ;  undated , apparently S e ptemb e r  1 9 2 1 , p .  2 ,  i b i d . 
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o f  the French I d i s t  S o c i ety , 1 "you may b e  s u r e  tha t 1:1e 

wi l l  exami ne w i th equal imp a r t i a l i ty documen t s  w h i c h  have 

b e e n  s e n t  us by the d i f fe re nt autho rs o f  i n te rnat ional 

language pro j cc t s . " 2 

l,s Pri vat was aware , . Nitob� ' s  1 9 2 1  repor t , the Lan-

g uage Question and the Le a g ue of N a t i o n s , was very favour-

able to the concept of an i n ternati ona l auxi l i ary l a nguage , 

but a c t u a l l y  made l i t t l e  d i r e c t  r e f e re n c e  to E s pe r an t o . 

I d i s t s  then f r e e l y  contended that a l l  t h e  a rgumc n t s  o f  

the report were o n l y  i n  f avour o f  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l angu-

age in gene ra l , and l e f t open the pos s ibi l i ty o f  choos ing 

a b e t t e r  l anguage , Ido . 3 

Neve r th e l e s s , P r ivat be l i eved Ni tob: could be counted 

o n  to s i de w i th E s p e ranto . " H e  i s  s in c e r e l y  i n  o u r  favour , "  

j udged Privat , " an d  d e te s ts the con f l i c t s  ( b e twee n  Esper­

a n to and I do ) . " 4  

1 .  Louis d e  Beau f ront (pseudonym o f  Loui s Chevreux) 
( 1 8 5 5 - 1 9 3 5 ) , author of ano the r international l a ngnage 

s y s t e m ,  Actj uvanto , which he had d i s carded i n  1 8 8 8  in 
favour of E s p e r anto . In 1 8 9 8  he had founded the French 
Socie ty for the Propaganda of E s p e r anto . In 1 9 0 7 ,  he 
co-authored J d o . 

2 .  From a l E t t e r  i n  French by I n a z o  Ni tob�, Lcague Under­
S ec retary-Ger. e r a l , to Louis de Beaufront , !•lay 1 3 ,  1 9 2 2 ,  
League Archi� e s , Geneva . 

3 .  From a ct n fi d e n t i a l  l e tt e r  i n  French , by Gbn e r a l  S ebert 
to Priva t , S f..pter;-<ber 2 7 ,  1 9 2 1 , Priv<l t.  Papers . 

4 .  From a con f iden t i a l  l e t tcr i n  French by P r i vat to 
G e n e r a l  S e b e r t ,  S e pt emt er 2 7 ,  1 9 2 1 ,  P r ivat Pape r s . 



- 6 7  -

A c t u a 1 l y , N i to b e  p = a c t i s e d  an imp a r t i a l i ty t h a t  b e n e -

f i t t e d  11 e i t �1e r  E s p e ra:1 t o  n o r  I do . I n  a c o rrJne n t a r y  on t h e  

S c c r e t a r i 2 t ' s c o r r e s ;c o :1C::e:-: c e  \·.r i t h  I d i s t s , a B r i t i s h  memb e r  

o f  the I n f o rm a t i o n  s c c t i o:-: , P . J .  B a k e r ,
1 

a s k e d  N i to b e : 

'' , . .  c o u l d  t h e s e  p e o p l e  no t b e  t o 1 d  t h a t  t h e y  darnage t h e i r  

• • • l • h h , 1 1 2 I 
c a u s e  ny t n e l r  q u a r r e _ s  W l t  t. e E s p e r a n t l s t s ?  N i tob� ' s  

r e p l y  w a s  me re l y  t h a t  f i g h t i n g  wo u 1 d  s t r e n g th e n  a n d  im­

p rove thelr s y s t e m  a n d  t h at of t h e i r  adve r s a r i e s .
3 

T h u s . ,  wh i 1 e  P r i v a t  cl. i d  p r o p e s e  an E s p e r a n t o - I do c o a 1 i ­

t i on i n  1 9 2 1 ,
4 

i t  w a s  n e v e r  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e re d . I t  

may h a v e  b e e n  t h a t  E s p e r 2 n t i s t  c o n d i t i o n s  w c r e  too demand-

i n g ; P r i v a t ' s  propo s a 1  wou1d have g i v e n  rno s t  of t h e  d i r e c t i o n  

l .  B a k e r  ( b .  1 8 8 9 ) , a t r o ub 1 e  s h o o t e r  i n  t h e  I n fo rmat i o n 
S e c t i. o n , f · i e  1 a t e r  r e c e i \· e d  t h e  clob e 1  P r i z e  u n d e r  the n ame 
N o e l - E a k �:: 

2 .  From a c i. r c u l a r  memo , d a t e d  3 0 . 5 . 1 9 2 1 , Doc . 1 2 6 3 3 , 
d o s s i e r  5 6 9 1 , L e a gue A r c h i v e s . 

3 .  I bi d .  

4 .  L e t t e r  f r o m  P r i v a t  t o  the D i re c t o r  o f  t h e  S o c i e t� 
hnonyn e C h c c o l a t  To b l e r , J a n . 1 4 , 1 9 2 1 ,  P r i v a t  P a pe r s . 
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1 
to E s pe ra n t o . Howeve r ,  the e n c ouragement I d i s t s  r e c e i ve d  

a t  the League , from France a n d  f r om the Lea gue S e c r e ta r i a t ,  

f o r e s ta l l e d  any f u r t h e r  n e go t i a t i on s  w i t h  the E s p e r a n t i s t s . 

1 .  P r i v a t  h a d  s ug g e s t e d  c o a l i t i o n  o n  the f o l l owi n g  b a s i s : 
1 )  p o p u l a r  propaganda and p r a c t i c a l  u s e : Es p e r a n t o , 2 ) 
s c i e n t i f i c  s tudy : a s p e c i a l  r e v i ew in wh i c h  I d i s t ,  E s p e r ­
an t i s t s  a n d  l i n g ui s t ic s  p r o f e s s o r s  c o u l d  e xp r e s s  the i r  
o p i n i o n s  and s tudy t h e  n e c e s s a ry p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  l an g u a g e , 
c o l labo r a t i n g  i n  t e c h n i c a l  v o c abul a r i e s , 3 )  a con®on 
prop aganda towa r d s  the L e a g u e , fu r  the n o m i n a t i o n  o f  a 
commi s s i o n  o f  e x p e r t s  1v i th r e a l  aut hor i ty a n d  powe r ,  i b i d . 
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In 1 9 � 1 . Pr i va t  b e l i eved t h a t  i t  was s t i l l  t o o  e a r l y  

to a t te�� � a Lea gue r e s o l u � i o n  i n t roducing the o f f i c i a l  

u s e  o f  E s p G 1:a11 � 0 . The t a c t i c  to fol low , he b e l i e v e d , was 

to 1-10rl: lm: .> n:s a Leaque rGC0::'5te n d a t i o n  f o r  the t G a c h i n g  

o f  E s p e r an to i n  s ch oo l s .
1 

For t h i s  r e a s o n , a t G c h n i c a l  

c o n f e r e n ce o n  the l e a c h i n g  o f  E s p e r anto h a d  b e e n  p l a n ne d  

f o r  t h e  s c Jrinq o f  1 9 2 2  i n  Geneva ( Ap r i l  1 8 - 2 0 ) . I t  ;.;oulc 

be o f fi c L 1 l l y  s p o n s ored by t h e  p r e s t i geaus s ch o o l  of edu-

c a t i o n a l  • s c i e nc e , t h e  I n s t i t u t  Jeun-Jacques Rous s e a u . 

The s cho o l , we l l - k nown as a forcrunner i n  e d u c a t i on a l  

me thod s ,  had a l r e a dy e xp e r ime n ted w i t h  thG t e a c h i n g  o f  E s -

peranto i n  e l emen ta ry c l as s e s  t h e  y e a r  b e fore . 

T e a c h i n g  was in the area i n  whi c h  E s p e r a n t o  h a d  h a d  

con s i d e ra b l e  s uc c e s s . Esperanto w a s  a l ready t a u gh t  o f f i c ­

i a l l y  i n  a numb e r  o f  s tate s ch o o l s  - - in B u l g a r i c>
2

by a c t  

1 .  L e t t e r  f r o m  P r i va t  to Ge n .  S e b e r t , O c t . 9 ,  1 9 2 1 ,  
P r i va t  Paper�. 

2 .  The L u 1 a a r i an E s � e r a n t o  movenent w a s  under the oa tron­
agG o f  tr.e Bulc;a rian- Cha::-ber o f  Commerce and Indu

"
s try ,  the 

As s o c i a t i o n  of Tour i s t s , the Red C ro s s , the S o c i e ty o f  
Li te::.:;:!'cy I·!c n , a n d  t h e  � e 2 c h e r s  S o c i e ty . Hol·.'e'V E:! r  i t 1:7 2. 5  
p r o b a b 1 y  t h e  Apra r i a n  So c i a l i s t  qove rnme n t ' s  ( 1 9 2 0 -June 
1 9 2 3 )  s tr e s s  on r e :o r:-•. t:1ut \·.� a s  the pr ine factor i n  P2::- s ' s  
o f f i c i a !  s �nport o f  speranto . Tl:e E s p e ranto move�e n t  t ­
s e l f  � a s  no� p a r t i cu a r l y  s tong in Bulga r i a . 
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o f  P a r l iament , in Alban i a ,
1 

Ch i n a , Ge rmany , and the new 

r e p ub l i c s  of Hunga ry ( O c t . 1 3 ,  1 9 2 0 ) F i n l a nd a nd C z echo­

s lovak i a
2 

by mi n i s te r i a l  d e c re e ,  a n d  in a l irnited nu�be r  

o f  muni c i p a l , commer c i a l , a n d  t e c h n i c a l  s choo l s  o f  Ile l gi um ,  
B r i ta i n , Ho l l an d ,  I r e l an d  a n d  Swi t z e r l and b y  d e c i s i ons o f  

l o c a l  author i t i e s . I n  Spa i n , E s p e ranto was taught at the 

Mad r i d  P o l i c e  Academy , and s i nc e  Ju l y  2 7 ,  1 9 1 1 , h a d  b e e n  

authori z e d  for o p t i o n a l  c o ur s e s  i n  s t at e  s choo l s . In Rio , 

Ba r z i l , E s p e ra n t o  had b e e n  a n  e l e c t i ve c o u r s e  i n  p r i m a ry 

and s e condary s ehea l s  s i n c e  1 9 1 0 .
3 

As dou l d  be e x p e c t e d  from the w i d e spread i n t e r e s t  i n  

E s p e ranto b y  s o  many c o u n tr i e s , the c o n f e r e nce p roved a 
gre a t  s uc ce s s . D e le g a t e s  i n c l uded repre s en ta t i v e s  from 

1 6  governmen t s , and were we l come d  by the S e cr e t a ry-Ge n e r a l  

o f  t h e  Le ague , S i r  E r i c  Drummond . 

Governrnen t s  s en d i n g  r e p re s e n ta t i v e s  were : Cz echo-

s l ovaki a ,  F i n l and , S p a i n , H o l l and , the Canton o f  Geneva , 

1 .  D e c r e e  No . 4 7 5 , Jrn1e 3 ,  1 9 2 2 . 

2 .  D e c r e e  c f  March 2 9 ,  1 9 2 1 . 

3 .  For a cq "? l e t e  report on the t e a c h ing o f  E s pe ra n to a t  
t h i s  t ime , s 2 e t h e  Repo r t  o f  the Lea gue S e c r e t a r i at t o  t h e  
3rd As s embly , E s p e r a nto a s  an I n te r n a t i o n u l  i\uxi. l i a r y  Lang­
uage , adop ted S e p t . 2 1 ,  1 922 , cioc un�e-nt A . S .  l . 
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Au s t r i a , Ge rs� n�· , I t a l y , A l b an i a , B u l gar i a , Gre e c e , Cl1 i l e , 

and t h r e e  As i a � s t ate s , C h i n a , Japan , and P er s i a . Th e s e  

o f f i c i a l  � c l e g a t e s  i n c l �d e d  t h e  P o l i s h  �1i n i s t e r  o f  Educa-

t ion , An ton C z ubryn s k i ;  t h e  S ch o o l  I n s p e c t o r  of Madr i d ,  

/ 
Don J o s e  Nun e z  Rey ; t h e  G r e e k  S e c r e tary to the League , 

S py r i d o n  Pappa s ; t h e  Ch i l e an d e l e g a t e  to the League , 

Manue l  R i v a s -Vi c un a ; Van Ho F a n g  f o r  the C h i n e s e  Mi n i s try 

of Educ a t i o � ; and a l s o  s ev e r a l  we l l - known E s p e r a n t i s t s , 

A l b e r t e  f l e s s io f o r  t h e  I t a l i an Education and Naval Mi n i s -
. 1 " l . .  

2 . <= t r 1 e s ; � ro t . J . W .  S even l Ul J S e n  a s  a repr e s e n t a t 1ve O L  
t h e  Dutd� M i n i s try o f  Edu c a t i on , A l b e r t  S te c h e

3 
f o r  t h e  

S a xen Min i s try o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ; and o f  c o u r s e ,  Edmond 

P r i v a t  for t h e  P e r s i an d e l e ga ti o n  to the League . 

---- - ----------------

1 .  Late r t h a t  y e a r , on Novemb e r  2 1 ,  1 9 2 2 , t h e  I t a l i a n  
N a v a l  M i n i s try i s s u e d  a c i r c u l a r  r e s ul t i n g  i n  t h e  t e ac h ­
i n g  o f  E s p e r a n to a s  a n  o p t i on a l  l anguage in 6 n a v a l  
c o l l e ge s . 

2 .  Jan Vi l l e m  Sevenhui j s e n  ( 1 8 5 8 - 1 9 2 3 ) , a Dutch t e a c he r ,  
w a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  As s o c i a t i o n  o f  ( E s ­
p e r an t i:: · :: )  T e a c h e r s  a n d  o f  the E s p e r a nt i s ts Vege t a r i an 
L e ague . .  
3 .  Albro r t  Steche (b . 18 G 2 )  , P r  e s  ident o f t h e  G e rman 
E s p e r a n � o  A s s o � i n t ioz1 s i � c e  1 9 2 0 o  A cl1emi s t  and })u s i ­

n e s s � a n  S t e c h e  \·l a S  the f o r�er Vice -Pre s i de n t  o f  the 
U n i o n  o S a xen I n d u s t r i e s  ( 1 9 0 5 - 1 9 2 0 ) ,  a n d  fo rme r d e p ­
u t y  � n . he S a xen P a r l i a r e n t  ( 1 9 0 9 - 1 9 1 8 ) . He h a d  h e l p e d  
f i n a n c e  t h e  E s p e ranto I n s t i t u t e  at Le ip z i g .  
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A c tu a l ly , mo s t  o f  tho s e  a t t e n d i n g  the C o n fe r e n c e  were 

meD.b e r s  of E s p e r an t i s t o r g a n i ze� t i o n s  or H e r e  a c t i ve sym-

p a th i z e r t . The i r  c o n n e c t i on to E s p e r a n to wa s n o t  a 1ways 

irnmed i a t e 1 y  appar e n t . The ha s t  d i r e c to r  of the I n s titut 

Jee�n-Jacques Rous s e a u , for e xamp 1 e , d e c l a re d  in his open-

ing addre s s , 

. 
1 

t h a t  h e  was ' no t  at a 1 1  an E s p e r a n t i s t . ' 

B u t  a l r e ady i n  1 9 2 0 , the d i re c to r , P i e r re Bove t ,
2 

h a d  

h e 1 p e d  Pr i v a t  to p e r s uade t h e  Gen eva Depa r tme n t  o f  Educ a -

t i o n  t o  e xp e r imen t a l l y  rep 1 a c e  the t e a c h i n g  o f  G e rman a s  

3 
a comp u 1 s o ry s e c e n d  1 anguage w i th E s p e ranto . A few 

months a f t e r  t h e  1 9 2 2  Con fe ren c e , Bove t h i rns e l f  p ub l i shed 

4 
a very favour a b l e  report on E s p e ra n t o . Obvi o u s 1 y ,  the 

1 .  F rom a c opy of ' the we l comi n g  addre s s ' ,  in F r e n c h , 
' by P i e r r e  Bov e t  at the o p e n i n g  o f  the 1 9 2 2  E d u c a t i o n  

C o n f e r e n c e , '  P r i v a t  Pap e r s , p .  8 ( o f  2 6 p a g e s ) .  

2 .  Bovet ( b .  1 8 7 8 ) , forme r pro f e s s o r  o f  Ph i 1 o s ophy a t  
the Un i v e r s ity o f  N e ucha t e 1  ( 1 9 0 4 - 1 9 1 2 ) .  I n  1 9 1 2 , he 
h a d  b e cone pro f e s s o r  of Education a t  the Unive r s i ty of 
Geneva , a n d  h a d  j o i n e d  t h e  s t a f f  of the I n s t i tu t  
J e a n - J a c q u e s  Rous s e a u . 

3 .  The p e t i t i o n  t o  the P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Geneva Depart­
me n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n , d a t e d  February 1 8 ,  1 9 2 0  (a copy o f  
Hh i c h  w a s  f o u n d  among t h e  Privat P a ce r s ) w a s  s i g n e d  b y  
Bove t ,  Hi t h  7 o t h e r  p r o f e ss(n s-:-

Rey n o 1 c1  a l s o men t i on s  
Bove t ' s  a s s i s ta n c e  t o  Privat i n  h i s  memoi r s , op . c i t ;  
v .  3 ,  pp . 4 5 B - 4 5 1) . 

4 .  P i e r r e  Be ve t ,  I 1 '  e s c c ranto 'a 1 '  ec o 1 e , I a n  e xt r a c t  
f rom E d u c a t i a n ,  P a r i s , �a t i e r ,  Dec enber 1 9 2 2 , 16 p .  
( a  copy o f  t�Ts report Has f o und arc.ong the P r i v a t  Papers . 
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Con ference had been very c a r e f u l l y  p l anne d , in i t s  location , 

i t s  s ponsor s ,  and in the d e legates who a t tended .  

A t  the conference , a n  i n te r n a t i o n a l  agreement o n  the 

teaching o f  Esperanto i n  s chools was propos e d , 1 whe reby 

s i gna tory s tates promi s e d  to i nJ'ct!;duce and to encourage /\__., 
the teach i ng o f  Espe ranto i n  the i r  s tate s chool s . The 

a gr e ement was to be corne ob l i ga tory when it had been s i gned 
2 by ten s ta te s , o f  whi c h  f i ve were to be European state s . 

'rhi s  cond'i t ion was add e d , pre s urnab ly , l e s t  s orne European 

countr i e s  r e fuse to b e  bound by lvha t  appeared to be an 

' Or i e n t a l  pact . ' 

Gove rnrnent o f f i c i a l s  who h a d  attended the Geneva Con-

ference s e n t  their minis try a report both of the Con ference 

and o f  tbe r e s ol ution taken to further encourage the t each-

ing of E s peranto i n  s ta t e  s choo l s . As propaga�da , t h i s  

was doub t l e s s  more e ff e c t iv� t h a n  such i n formation passed 

by E s p e ra n t i s ts themse lves . 

Privat , attending the Conference no t a s  a l e ader o f  

t h e  Esperan t i s t  moveme nt , b u t  a s  o f fi c i a l  delegate o f  the 
Geneva Department of Education and of the Persian Delegation 

1 .  I 't l'l a s  P r i vat who drafted th i s  agreemcn ' (according to 
drafts J:ound arnong his papers , la Chaux.:.de-Fond s ) . 

2 .  Leaq;- le o f  N a t i on s , Records o f  tho 3rd Ass ernb �c y ,  v .  2 
( Cornmi t t e c ) , 1 9 2 2 , p .  l l O . 
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to the League , had been P r e s ident o f  the G eneva Con ference . 
As such , P r iva t p e r s o n a l l y  fol lowed up the Confercnce by 
w r i t ing to 2 4  national d e l e ga t ions at the League to b r i n g  

the c o n f e'-ence r e s ol u t i o n s  favour ing E s p e ranto to the i r  
attentio n , and to a s k  i f  the i r  governme n t s  i n t e n d e d  to 

. 1 upho l d  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  accord . 

1 .  Letter f rom Edmon d  P r ivat to Wi l l i am Page , ed i tor o f  
the Br i t i sh E s peran t i s t  May 1 4 , 1 9 2 2 , Pr ivat Pape r s , 

' ' ; > 
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Re s u l t s  o f  the Geneva Co n fe rence on the Teaching o f  E s p e ranto 

The i n te rn a t ional aceerd propo s e d  by t h e  Conference 

was never impleme n t e d . A few s tate s , l ike Alban i a , did 

d e c i d e  the teach i ng o f  E s peranto w a s  to b e  ob l i gatory i n  

s ta te s c hoo l s . 1 Even the n ,  howeve r ,  ac tua l imp l ementat ion 

did not a lways o c c ur . I n  the c a s e  o f  the Alba n i a n s  for 

i n s ta nc e , by late 1 9 2 4 , they s t i l l  had n o t  h i re d  the i r  

f i r s �  E s p e ranto t e a c he r . 2 Other s ta t e s  l ike Ge rmany sent 

P r ivat non- con-:. i t a l  repl i e s , tb. at for the p r e s e n t , ' techni­

cal r e a s o n s ' preve nted acceptance of the a c cord . 3 Seme 

l i k e  E s ton i a  pro s a i c a l ly rep l ied that wh i l e  E s p e ranto 

groups were permi tted to teach the l angua ge , the S tate 
' '-<'-t 

i t s e l f  B id n ' t  want to take o n  the c o s t . 4 

T h e  re s po n s e  o f  L i thuan i a ' s  Educ ation Mi n i s t e r  was 

parti c u l a r l y  i n tere s ting . " I  am convi nced that E s peran to 

w i l l  g a i n  a l l  i t s  impo r t ance when the repre s e n ta � i ve s  o f  

1 .  Accordinq to the Albanian M i n i s t e r i a l  Decree No . 4 7 5 , 
June 3 ,  1 9 2 2 .  

2 .  L e t � e r  f rom P r ivat to the Alban i a n  d e le g a t e  to the 
Leagu e ·  of N a t i on s , Octob e r  1 ,  1 9 2 4 , P r i v a t  Papers . 

3 .  From a l etter i n  Gersan , from the German Nin i s te r  o f  
t h e  I n t e r i o r  t o  P r i va t , June 2 6 ,  1 9 2 2 , i b i d . 

4 .  L e t t e r  to P r i v a t ,  Junc 1 3 , 1 9 2 2 ,  i b i d . 
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the Powe r s  u s e  i t  re g u l a r ly a n d  when t h i s  i n t e r na t i o n a l  

l a n g u a g e  i s  i n tr od uc e d i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  the s e  s ta te s . I 

b e l ieve t h a t  t h e  t i me o f  o f f i c i a l  i n t roduc t i o n  ( o f  E s p e r -

a n t o )  i n  L i th uan i an sehea l s  w i l l  n o t  c ome unt i l t h i s  l a n ­

g u a g e  i s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n to the s ehea l s  o f  the Power . ••
1 T h i s  

p r u d e n t  w a i t - a n d - s e e  a t t i � u d e  w a s  p r ob a b l y  re p r e s e n t a t i ve 

o f  t h a t  o f  many s ma l l  s t a t e s . 

U n f o r t una te l y , i t  b e c ame more a n d  more obvious t h a t  

F r a n c e  a n d  B r i t a i n  w e r e  u n l i k e l y  t o  o f f i c i a l l y  s uppo r t  

E s p e r a n t o . I f  a ny th i ng , t h e  s how o f  E s pe r anto s t r e n g t h  

a t  t h e  Geneva C o n f e r e n c e  d r ew a d i re c t c ou n te r - o f fe n s i ve 

f r om F r a n c e . On June 3 ,  1 9 2 2 ,  the F r e n c h  Mirri s t e r  o f  

E d u c a t ion , L � o n  B ��ar d ,
2 

s e n t  a c i r c u l a r  to French s t a t e  

s e hea l s  forb i d d i n g  t h e  t e ach i n g  o f  E s p e r an to , n o t  o n l y  o n  

the s ch o o l  c u r r i c u l a , b u t  evcn o n  s c h o o l  premi s e s . 

l .  L e t t e r  i n  F r e n c h  f r om t h e  E d u c a t ion Min i s t e r  o f  L i th u ­
a n i a  t o  Pr ivat , June 1 4 , 1 9 2 2 , i b i d . 

2 .  For a b io g r a p h i c a l  no t e on B 6 r a rd , s e e  the s e c t i o n , 
' Ha r d e n i n g  French Att i tude . '  
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D o s p i � e  the a a r l i e s t  E s ? e r a n t i s t s p ro t e s t s  t h a t  t h e y  

a imcd ' no �  a t  a l l  a t  � i s p l a c i n g  t h e e x i s t i n g  n a t i on a l 

l a n g u � s c s ,
1 

i t  w a s  on t h i s  gro und t h a t  B� r a r� a t t a c k e d  

E s }; e !' a r. t o . 

In h i s  c i r c u 1 a :: ,  5 e r ;ud · .. : a r c e d  t h a t  " the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

o r g a n i z n t i o n s  wh i c h  h ave � o r e i qn h e a d q u a r t e r s , a r e s t r i v -

ing to dc\;c l o p  t � e  t i e s  :Je t��een � s p e � a n t i s t  g r o u p s  o �  

va r i o � s  c o J n t r i e s . Ac c o r d i n g  to do cJ�e n t s  p ub l i s h e d  by 

c e r t a i n  o f  t h e s e  bo d i e s , the purpe s e  o f  th i s  p r o p a g a n d a  

. . .  i s  to s e p a r a t e  l anguage and f a th e r l a nd . . . t he s e  g roups 

aim c h i c f l y at t h e  L a t i n  s p i r i t ,  in pa r t i c u l a r , the F r e n c h  

g en i us . " 2 
I n  t:1c n e•.'l s p a :l e r  con trove ::: s y  t h a t  e n s ue d ,  3 Ber a r d  

c o n t i nued : " tl w  n u t u r e  o f  t h e  s t r u c; g l e  a ga i n s t  n a t i o n a l  

1 .  From tl� e open ins  ad d re s s o f  L . L .  Z a n1enl1o f a t  t h e  
B o u l o gne De c l ar a t i o n , 1 9 0 5 ,  pub l i s h e d  b y  Zane n h o f  i n  h i s  
g_r .i ai n.:ü a  Ve r k a ro ( O r i a l l' a 1  l·?o rks ) ,  L c i p z i 0 , 1 9 2 9 ,  pp . 3 6 0 - 3 6 5 . 

2 .  From a c o n v  o f  t � e  c i r c u l a � , i n  F r c n c h , b� L�on D e r a r d , 
Min i s t e r  o f  E��c a t i o n , d a t e d  June 3 ,  1 9 2 2 ,  �ound in the 
P r i '.· a t  !1c <�e r s . 
3 .  Le r_lr(' :-;:; s c:. l o :: c  p t.:;:, l _-:_ .3 :"l c :1 S G \' C !.� J. l  l c t te r s  d i r e c t e d  
agai!1Sti-=:::0: ��C i� >i . 2 ·2 !' :::. �� .:1 , o n  t�1 c s '..:b j c c t  o f  E s !? e r a r� t o  
( i . e . : r � :; �� � r y  8 ,  1 9 2 3 ,  f rom �·1 . 3 0 r:l 2.-d t o  u �·1 . I3 u i s son ; 

Januu.:ry : . � ,  1 9 2 3 ,  : ro�1 � ·:::!:1 .  S e b c �- t )  
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l anguag e s  wh i c h  c e r t a i n  o f  them ( the E s peranti s ts ) e xh ib i t  

in the congre s s e s  o f  i n ternational E s p e ran t i s t s , arouses 

in me a cautious warine s s . • 1 

Exp � a i n i n g  the government ' s  s upport o f  B�rard ' s  action , 

the French H.i n i s te r  o f  Fore ign A f f a i r s 2 r evea l e d  that " the 

German o f f i c e r s  h ave taken a dvantage of the c o n f u s i o n  

c re a ted b y  the u s e  o f  a l anguage wi thout a national char-

a c ter , to lay hands on c e r t a .i n  Espe rant i s t  committees o f  

v a r i o us neutral coun t r i e s  and to turn memb e r s  o f  the se 

a s s o c i ations i n to agents of the c amp a i gn di rected a g a i n s t  

F r a n c e  and the tre aty o f  Ve r s a i l le s . • 3 

1 .  Quated i n  French by l e  Temp s , June 8 ,  1 9 2 2 . 

2 .  Raymond Poincar� ( 1 8 6 0 - 1 9 3 4 ) , form e r  Education Min i s te r  
( 1 8 9 3 - 1 8 9 5 )  a n d  Pres ident ( 1 9 1 3 - 2 0 ) ,  ( 1 9 2 2 - 2 4 ) .  B&rard had 

been Poincar� ' s  s ecretary from 1 9 0 1  to 1 9 1 0 .  Poincar6 
had once been very interested i n  the q ue s t i on of an inter­
n a t i o n a l  l ang�qe , and had i n  1 8 8 9  work e d  out ' l ' i xe s s o i re , '  
or reform Gree� . Que s tioned a t  the end o f  1 9 2 6 , Poincar� 
denied any knowl edge o f  this a u x i l iary langu a ge . Howeve r ,  
c o n f ronted with a b rochure pub l i shed a t  Nancy by h.ims e l f ,  
Lucien Poincar� and Paul B rauche t ,  h e  h a d  t o  admi t h i s  
a uthor s h ip ( accordinq to E .  D r e z e n ,  H i s !:.9r i o  d�a l�0ndo­
� ingvo , op . c.i t.. , p .  1 3 5 . )  
3 .  From a letter in French from Raymond Poincare', F:::-ench 
M i n i s t e r  o f  For e i gn A f f a i r s  to Gener a l  S e be r t ,  Augu s t  1 5 ,  
1 9 2 2 , P r i vat Pape r s . 
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Po i n c a ::C" :·�.��, i: a�,�e b e e :1 r e f c r r i n q  h e r e  to t h e  c o n f u s i o n 

i n  Frc11 c �1 s �� e t 6 f i l c s , t a t\·: c e J� Edmo11 d  P r i v a t  a11d a s tr o � g l y  

G e r � a :: o :��1 i. l e  S:� i s s  � o u� � a l i s t , B t i e n � e  Pr i va z .
1 

B u t  p a r t  
o f  t i 1 e  a r r:��� n t  t l1 a t  E s ? e �a n to \�a s  a ' Boc he ' l an g uage w a s  

2 
�a� , �he� Ge rrnany h a d  c i r c u l a t e d  ;:: ro-

l i k c  t�e ! � � o r� � = i �  3 � � �e � o  ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B u l l e t i n ) . 

1\ De ;..! t :? c:!.! . - E s p e !:" c. :--. t o - lJ i e n s t  ( Gc rnE:. n E s p e r an to S e rvi c e ) 
h a d  a l s o � r o a d c a s t  i n  E s � e r an t o  d a i l y  b u l l e t i n s  o f  t h e  

Ge rman G e n e r a l  S ta � � - 0 �  c o u r s c , t h e  French then s e l v e s  

h a d  rna d c  u s e  o f  E s pe ra�to t o  p u b l i s h  a numb e r  o f  propaganda 

l e a � l e t s f o �  Ge rre� n s o l d i e r s . 3  The p u r p e s e  of t h i s  � a r  
p r o:) a �; a n c:: :t  in E s ;; c !.- a n t o  p r e s umab l �:' , \Vas to demo n s t r a. t e  t h e  

i n te r n a t i o n a l  and b a s i c a l l y  a n t i -wa r o � t look o f  the p r o -

p a g a n d i z e r , hop i n g t h e r e by t o  e n c o u r a ne pa c i f i s t  e l eme n t s  

among thc e n e�y ' s  t r o o p s . E s p e r a n t o  was a t o o l  � mp l oyed 

by both French a n d  Ge rman � a r - t ime chauv i n i s m .  

1. . •  

t h e  
Fc• .r an a c c c u n t  o �  t h i s  
' H a r d e n i. n g  A t t i t u � �  o �  

m i � - up , s e e  t h e  s e c t i on o n  
t � e F r e n c h  Governmen t . ' 

2 .  Appa r c n t l y  t!1 e be l i e f  t � a t  E s p e ra11 t i s t s  were d i s g u i s e �  
e n emy s p �_ c s  w a s  e s ?ec i a l ! ;  p � e v a l G !1 t  2 �ong t!1e :-:i l i ta ry 
( t- e f :  l! s -': t c r  f r o;;1 G e n e r i\ l  S e b e r t  to P r i v a t ,  S e p t e rr.be r 2 7 ,  
1 9  2 1 ,  Pi _.; \'a .!:_ __ P il :: e r s . 

3 .  A .  L .  ::;'�: c r .J r c1 , ?-. s :� 2 r- t  �: i s to 2:y o f  t h e  I n t e r n .J t i o n a l  
Lanc: :J :t c0' _ _  �.: . ...., ,_�c:�· e:� �- ' ; .. o :-. .:_:3:1, l. �· � .:.. , p .  12 3 .  
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The Bölshevi s t  Link 

To those critical of Esperanto , French accusations 

that not only was Esperanto a tool of Ge rman o f ficers , 

but also  that i t  was l inked with internationa l communism,  

seemed to h ave considera�le j usti fication . 1 Sovie t  favour 

towards Esperanto had al ready made the l anguage vulnerable 

to veiled charges o f  ' bol shevi sm . '  

Thi s  favour had been demons trated by the Soviet gov-

e rnment soon a f ter the Russ ian Revolution . I n  January 

19 1 9 , the People ' s  Commi s s ariat for Pub l i c  Educat ion haa 

appointed a commi s s ion to examine the c laims of Espe ranto 

and to report on the advi sabi lity of teaching an international 

. . h 1 2 language l n  Sovlet  sc oo s .  Al though the official  in  

1 .  To s• 1ch cri  tics , Esperanto ��·a s  damned on both counts . 
According to Gonzague de Reynol d ,  for ins tance , " Germany 
i s  becoming the rniddleman for the movement , between Nos­
cow and the rest  of Europe . The Inte rnational Red Cross  
o f  Berlin  will  not  be a s tranger to  a l l  this  Esperanti s t  
propaganda . Onc rnay fear that increa singly , Esperanto 
wi l l  be captured by a l l  these extreme e l cme nts and s e rve 
their  poli tical  and social  ends ( from an article  in 
French by Reynold  in the �evue de Geneve , May 1 9 2 5 , p .  6 2 6 ) . 

2 .  E .  Privat , His torio de l a  lingvo esceranto ( Ei s tory 
of the Es'peranto Language ) ,  v .  2 ,  op . cl.t:;p:-1 0 1 . 
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c h arg e , Z i n oviev , 1  p e r s o n a l l y  f a v o u r e d  Ido , he h a d  a c c e p t e d  

t h e  comm i s s i o n ' s  r e o oa-cend a t i o n  o f  E s p e ra n to . I n  Ap r i l , 

1 9 2 0 , t h o  Sov i e t  gove rnme n t  h a d  d e c l a r ed the t e a c h i n g  o f  

E s p e r a n t o  o b l i g a t o r y  i n  a l l  Ru s s i a n  s c ho o l s . 2 As w i t h  A l -

b a n i a , R u s s i a n  dec l a r a t i o ns ö f  s up p o r t  p r oved mo r e  verb a l  

t h a n  r e a l . Howeve r , t h e  S o v i e t  d e c l a r a t i o n s  h u r t  more 

than h e l p e d  E s p e r a n t i s t  e f fo r t s  at t h e  Le a gue . 

T h e s e  s u s p i c i o u s  o f  E s p e r a n to b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  Rus s i a n  

b a c k i n g , . s aw c o n f i rm a t i o n  i n  t h e  deve lopme n t  o f  r a d i c a l  

l e f t  w i n g  o f  t h e  moveme n t  T h e  S e n n a c i e c a  Asoeie Tutmond a ,  

o r  Wo r l d  A s s o o i a t i o n  o f  Non - N a t i o n a l i s t s . T h i s  o r g a n i z a -

t i o n  h a d  b e e n  f o un d e d  i n  1 9 2 1  b y  work i n g  c l a s s  F r e n ch 

E s p e ra n t i s t s , and was l e d  by a memb e r  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  Comm-

3 un i s t  P a r t y , Eugene Adam . 

1 .  Gr i go r y Yevs eye v i ch Z in o v i e v  ( 1 8 8 3 - 1 9 3 6 ) , memb e r  o f  
t h e  Po l i :t h u ro ; Cha i rman o f  the E x e c u t ive Commi t t .' � e  o f  
the Comin te r n  ( Co!T'.mun i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ) ,  f ro m  1 9  _ _  () t o  1 9 2 6 . 

2 .  Accor d i n g  to a l e t t e r  �rom E .  Adam ( L a nt i )  to Priva t ,  
d a t e d  A p r i l  � 2 , 1 9 2 0 ,  P r i v a t  Pap e r s . 

3 .  Eugc=ne Lant i  (originally E u g c= n e  Adam ) ( 1 8 7 9 - 1 9 4 7 ) ,  a 
t e a c h c= r  by p ro f e s s i o n , h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  work o d  on an a n t i ­
mi l i t a ry a n a r c h i s t  g a z e t t e , a nd h a d  then b e c orne e d i t o r  
o f  tho T r a va i l l e u r  Esce r a n t i s t e  ( re n amed E s p e r a n t i s t a  
Labo r i s to) ( E .  D r e z en

-
, _;c;an l l z a  E i s t e r i o de Es D e r a n t o  

movad�-m a l y t i c  H i s t o ry o f  t h e  E s p e r a n to �1ove1r:e n c ) , o p .  
cl t ;  p • .  s 2 .  
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There had b c e n  other E s p � r a n t o  l abour g r � u�s s i n c e  

1 9 0 3 ,  a n d  by 1 9 1 0 , s uc h  groups had e x i s te d  i n  a l l  t h e  

ma j or coun t r i e s  o f  Europe , i n  t h e  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  and in 

C h i n a . The s e  group s  u s u a l l y  h e l d  annua l me e t i n g s  in c o n -

j un c t i o n  1 v i  th the y e a r l y  E s p e r a n to Congre s s e s . HoHeve r ,  

the S e n n a c i e c a  A s o e i e  Tut rnond a , reportedly i n f l ue n c e d  

b y  i t s  Rus s ia n  memb e r s ,
1 

forbade i t s  memb e r s  f rom a l s o  

b e l a n g i n g  t o  n a t i o n a l  E s p e r a n t o  s o c i e t i e s  o r  t o  t h e  U n i -

v e r s a l  E s p e r a n to As s o c i a t i o n . I t  s aw E s p e r a n t o  a s  b u t  a 

means f o r  i n t e rn a t i o n a l  work e r  s o l i d a r i ty . " I t s  app a r a -

tus i s  above p a r ty " ,  wrote Lanti , b u t  " i t s  app a r a t u s  

mak e s  i t  _po s s i b l e  f o r  a n a r ch i s t s , eomrnun i s t s , t r a d e  u n i on-

i s t s , a n d  s o c i a l i s t s  to e n t e r  i n t o  re l a t ions a n d  b e eome 

acquainted with one a n o th e r  o n  a wo r l d  s e a l e  and to r e -

e e i ve i n format i o n  Hh i e h  they ean u t i l i z e  pol emi e a l l y  i f  

they w i s t , o u t s i d e  t h e  S e n n a e i e e a  A s o e i e  Tutmonda a g a i n s t  

memb e r s  o f  opp o s i n g  p a r t i e s  and t e n d e n e i e s  . . .  "
2 

As an orga n i z a t i o n , the S e n n a e i e e a  A s o e i e  Tutmonda 

grew rap i d l y  in the 1 9 2 0 ' s .  Founded on ly i n  1 9 2 1 ,  by 

1 9 2 3 ,  i t ·�1 ad ' mo r e  than 3 , 5 0 0  memb e r s .
3 

By 1 9 2 9 , t h e r e  

1 .  E .  P r i va t , H i s to r i e  d e  l a  1 i n avo e soeranto , o p . e i t ;  
v .  2 ,  p .  1 3 2 . 

2 .  E .  Lanti , t h e  l·iork o r s ' E s o e r a nto :·'o\-e:-:1ent , a t r an s ­
l a t ion o �  l a  Labo r 1 s t a  Es o e r a n c l s�o , London , 1 9 2 8 ,  p .  1 4 .  

3 .  Unive r s a l 3  S s 9 e ra n to A s o c i o , Ja� r l ibro , Geneva , 1 9 2 3 .  
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1,• c r c  !T!O:CP. t h il �  7 ,  0 0 0  r:-,e ::-.:x� r s ; t h a t  s ame y e a r , the U n i v e r ­

s a l  E s p e r a :1 to ;:. s s o c i a "': i o :1 h a. d  9 , 1 1 3- rr�ernb e r s  . 1  

w i � g  ree�bc r s  w a s  d e s i r a b l e , c a n  be debated . Acco r d i n g  to 

U l �� i c h  L i :--. s , 2 t h e  fo :::-:':l a. t i o n  o f  t h e  S e n n c. c i e c a  J\ s o c i o  T u t -

mon d a  i n  1 9 2 1  may have convinced the n a t i o n a l  E s p e r a n t o  

s o c i e t i c s  o f  t h e  n e c e s s i ty to s uppor t a n e u t r a l  noverne n t .  

C e r ta i n ly i t  p rodded r e - o r g an i z a ti o n  and f o c u s i n g  o f  the 

movene n t . 
Howeve r ,  t h e  a c t i v i ty o f  a radi c a l  E s p e r a n to o r g a n i -

z a t i�� unmod i f i e d  b y  t h e  ma i n movement i n v i te d  charge s 

t h a t  E s r e r a n t o  wa s no t po l i l: i c a l ly n e u t ra l , b u t  commun i s t  

i n f l ue n c c d . A l t ho u gh P r ivat h i rn s e l f  i n s i s t e d  o n  the 

n e c e s s i t y  o f  impa r t i a l i ty , 3 the s e  a c c u s a t i on s  w e r e  a s  

l .  G .  l�<; r i n gh i e n , " H i s to r i e s k i z o  d e  l a  e sr e r a n ··:o movado " ,  
L i n gvo k � j  Vivo , E s o e r a n t o l o q i a j  e s o j  ( S h o r t  H i s to�y o f  
t h e  E s p e r 2- n tÖ r·:ove;::e n t , Lunguage and L i fe , E s p e ra:1 to l o g i ­
cal E s s a r s l , La Lagu na , 1 9 3 9 , p .  4 0 9 .  

2 .  U l r i c h  L i n s , " Or g a n i z a j  k a j  i de o l o g i a j  probl e:no j de 
Uni'le / s a l a  E s p e r a n t o  ,-,s o c i. o "  La Rev:10 O r i. e n t a  ( O r g a n i. z a ­
t i o n a l  a n d  I d e o l o q i c a. l  '0 r o b l e lT:S o c'-the U1n ve r s u l  E s p e ra r, ­
t o  A s s o c i u t i o n , O r i e n t a l  Revi e1-1 ) , 'I'ol�yo , �·!al-cy 1 9 7 2

-
, p .  2 2 .  

3 . ' . . .  f o r  t h e  r e c u t a t ion o f  fana t i c i s m  �ould c r e a t e  a r e a t  
p r e j u d i c e  u q a i n s t  us . . . ' ( f ror:1 a c o n f i dent i 2 l  l e t t e r  i n  
F r c n c h  b P r i v u t  to Gene r a. l S e b e r t , u n d a t e d ,  a pp a r e n t ly 
O c t ob e r  ' · ! 2 1 ,  p .  4 ,  P r iva t E' a p e r s ) . 
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S e b c r t  adDi t te d , 1 s uppo rted by va r i ou s  � r i tings l i ke t�e 

S e n n a c i e c a  Re vue ( Xon-�at i o� a l  Rev i ew ) , and l ' e s � � r a n t i s tc 

r �vo l u t ionnöt i re . C e r t a i n  Rc: s s i a n  mernb e r s  o f  the S c nnac i eea 

Asoeie Tut�onda even w a n t e d  S . A . T .  to forma l ly come unde r 

the cuidanee o �Cor:ü n t e rr; . 2 
The S e nna e i e e a  As o e i e  Tutmonda 

prov: .ded j u st e nough trut� f o r  the gu l l i b l e  to b e l i eve 

s uch c anards a s  " b e h ind E s p e r a nto o r  I do h i d e s  a n  inte r­

n a t i o n a l 1 s t  and revo l u tionary mys t i e i sm . •
3 One s u s p e c t s  

t h a t  t h e  F r e n c h  gove rn�e n t  was q u i t e  a e t ive i n  e u l t i vat i ng 

t h e s e  be 1 i e f s . 4 

1 .  From a l e t te r  i n  French by Gen e r a l  S e b e r t  to P r i va t ,  
January 1 5 ,  1 9 2 3 ,  Pr ivat Pace r s . 

2 .  E .  Dre z en , op . c i t . , p .  8 2 . 

3 .  From a copy o f  a l e t t e r  i n  Freneh by Gon zague d e  
Rey no l d  t o  t h e  Abbe Riehard i n  Pari s ,  J u n e  5 ,  1 9 2 3 ,  
Reyno l d  P a p e rs , Berne . 

4 .  Pr ivat 1 a t e r  eo n f i ded t h a t  " I  s aw a report i n  the 
French c �n s u l ate i n  Geneva , o n  the Jean-Jaeques Rous s e au 
I n s t i tute of Pro f e s s o r  Bovc t ,  i n  w h i c h  t h i s  resc� e t e d  
t e a c h i n g  i n s t i tu t i on i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a s chool f�r b o l she­
v i sm '' ( From a copy of a l e t t c r  in French , from Privat 
to Tony Jules Gue r i t te ( b . 1 8 7 5 , French enginc e r , a n  
E s p e ra n t i s t  s in c e  1 9 0 6 , memL e r  of  Min i s try of  Fore i gn 
Trade , Pres i ci ent of the F r ench Chanh e r  of Comme rce i n  
Lenden , Pre< i dent o f  t h e  ( Esceranto S o c i e ty o f  Engineers . ) , 
S e ptemb e r  1 (1 ,  1 9 2 7 ,  ?r ivat Pape r s . 
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ll'i t h i n  thc 5 th Co"'"c. i t t c e  

After t h e  s u cc e s s fu l  Confe rence a t  t h e  I n s t i tu t  J e an-

Jacques Ro us s e a u , the S e c r e t a r i a t  produced a report ( d ated 

1 
June 2 4 , 1 9 2 2 )  h i gh l y  favourable to Esperanto . The repo r t , 

ent i t le i  ' Es p e ranto a s  an I n t e rn a t ional Auxi l ia ry Language , '  

1vas s e n t  f i r s t  to the 5 t h  Commi ttee on S o c i a l  a n d  Human i ­

tari a:J. Ques t i o n s .
2 

I t  w a s  p r e sented i n  the Comm i t t e e  

1vi th G i  l i  e r t  1-lurray ' s r e s o l u t i o n  that t h e  Ass emb l y  should 

invite memb e r  states o f  t h e  League to cons i de r  at the next 

Postal Con f e re n c e , t h e  po s s i b i l i ty of adm i t t i n g  Esperanto 

i n  the po s t a l
3 

and t e l e graph i c  s e r vi c e s , i n  addi t ion to 

the r:�1t io n a l  language s ,  that the A s s embl y  recommen d  that 

f a c i l i t i e s  fo r teach i n g  E s p e ranto be made genera l ,  and t h a t  

1 .  I t  w a s  drafted by P r i va t . 

2 .  Privat h i ms e l f  l·las a memb e r  o f  t h i s  commi t ü e .  Thus 
h i s  a t tenp t s  to g e t  d i re c t  Esperanto repre s e n tation w i t h i n  
the League , a l b e i t  b y  the back �oo r ,  w e r e  j us t i fi e d . 

3 .  At t h i s  t i me , French was the i nternational p o s t a l  l an­
guage . Accord i n g  to the P o s t a l  Union Convention s i gn e d  i n  
Madrid o n  Nov . 3 0 , 1 9 2 0 , t h e  s tatements , returns and fo rms 
u s e d  by the d i f fe rent P o s t a l  Adm i n i s trations had to be 
d r awn up i n  Fren c h , wi th o r  w i thout an i nt e r l i n e a r  trans­
l a t i o n  i :1 another language ( a ccord i n g  t o  a l e tt e r  from the 
ß r i t i s h  Ge n e r a l  P o s t  O f f i c e  t o  the Secretary , O f f i c e s  of 
the Cab � ne t , Augu s t  2 2 ,  1 9 2 2 ,  r e f : FO 371 8 2 2 2  7 0 1 3 ,  
Pub l i c  Pccords O f f i c e , London . )  
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t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  ' co n tinue to watch the progre s s  o f  E sper­

anto and to report an i t .  ' 1 · This r e s o l u t io n , i n  e f fect , 

incorpo r ated the main points o f  the c o n c l u d i n g  chapter o f  

the S e c r e t a r i at ' s  repor t . 

I n  the d i s c u s s i on t h a t  fol lowe d , P r i v a t , present as 

a repr e s e nt a t ive of Pers i a , t r i e d  t o  mo l l i fy French oppo-

s i t i o n  by a s s e r t i n g  that there wa s no q u e s t i o n  of i n t roduc-

i n g  the use of Esperanto i nto the League i ts e l f .  The o n l y  

q ue s t i on w a s  w h e t h e r  t h e  League wou l d  encourage the i ntro­

duction of E s p e ranto into s ta t e  s choo l s .
2 

P r i v a t  had a l -

r eady re cogn i z ed t h a t  League adoption o f  Esperanto as a 

wo rking l an guage was ' a l ready a l o s t  c a us e , s i n c e  the 

French i n s tructi ons (to the i r  d e l e g a te s , to oppo s e  this 

po s s i b i l i ty )  are forma l an this s ub j e c t . • 3 However ,  h e  

d i d  s t i l l  t h i nk that d e sp i te o f f i c i a l  F r e n c h  oppo s i tion , 

he cou l d  p e r s nade individual ly symp a the t i c  French delegates 

1 .  E s p e r a n t o  a s  a n  I nt e rnatio n a l. Auxi l i a ry Langua ge , a 
r e s ol u t i o n  s ubmi tted to the F i fth Commi t t e e  by Pro f .  
G i lbert Murray , D e l e g a t i o n  o f  South Afri ca , A V/I , 1 9 2 2 ,  
3p .  

2 .  League o f  N a t i on s , Records o f  the Th i r d  A s s emb l y ,  v . 3  
( Commi t te e ) 1 9 2 2 , p .  2 5 .  

3 . From a l e t t e r  i n  F renc h by Ed�ond P r ivat t o  Gen . 
Seber t ,  Sept ember 5 ,  1 9 2 2 ,  P r i va t  Pap e r s . 
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l ik e  S e n a t o r  Gee rse s Reyna l d ,
1 

t h a t  F r a n c e  s h o u l d  at 

l e a s t  s upport a r e c o g n i t i on o f  E s p e r a n to a s  a p r ac t i c a l  

au x i l i ary l a n guge , u s e f u l  i n  comrne rc e , s c i e n c e  a n d  t e l e -

2 
graphy . ' 

F r a n c e  at t h a t  t i me , h ad a very s t re n g  p o s i t i o n . 

Reyna l d , n o t  s u r p r i s i n g l y , took a h a r d - l i n e  pos i t i on , and 

attacked t h e  s u g ge s t io n  of League e n c o uragernent of the 

i n t r o d� c t i on of E s p e r a nto i n  s t a te s ch o o l s . He d e c l a r e d  

t h a  t i t 1·1< 1:.u l d  irr.p i n g e  u p o n  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  p u b l i c  

e d u c a t i o n  i n  h i s  country and t h a t  i t  c o n s t i t uted ' an 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t i c  t h r e a t  to the p a t r i o t i c  e d u c a t i o n  o f  

c h i l d re n . 3 

A l s o  u p s e t  at s u c h  a po s s ib i l i ty w e r e  the B r i t i s h . 

To t h e  d i smay o f  the B r i t i s h  gove rnrne n t , the r e p o r t  o n  

l .  G e o r g e  Ma i r e  Reyn a l d  ( 1 8 6 6 - 1 9 3 7 ) , l aHy e r , former 
rnay o r  o f  Fo i x  ( 1 9 1 1 ) , be came a s e n a t o r  i n  1 9 1 2 a E  a 
memb e r  o f  the Union Repub l i c a i ne , c on n e c t e d  to l a  f re s s e  
A s s o c i 6e ,  a n d  o t h e r  j o urn a l s . Fc rmer p o l i t i c a l  d i r e c t o r  
o f  l ' E v e n e me n t . I n  1 9 1 5 ,  h e  pu b l i s h ed a s t udy on D e l ­
ca s s e ,  V i c e  ? r e s i d e n t  o f  the F i na n c i a l  Cormni t t e e  o f  the 
M i n i s try o f  For e i g n  A f f a i r s . A s p e c i a l i s t  i n  fore i gn 
a f f a i r e s , he h a d  1-1 o r k e d  u � d e r  Le'on B o u r g e o i s  in p r e p a r i n g  
a report o n  the T r c a ty o f  V e r s a i l l e s . F r e n c h  d e l e g a t e  
to t h e  L e a g u e  1 9 2 1 - 2 3 .  

2 .  A c c o r rl. i n g  to a l e t t e r  f r crn Edrnond P r i v a t  to G e n e r a l  
S e b e r t , f ;?p terilie r 5 ,  1 9  2 2 ,  P r i v a t  Pan e r s . 

3 .  L e a q t: � o f  N a t i on s , ?.e c o r d s  o f  t h e  Th i rd A s s e mb l y , v . 3 
( Comrni t t c' '" S ) 1 9 2 2 ,  p .  2 5 . 
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E s pe ra n t o  had made promi n e n t  u s e  o f  the B r i t i s h  �emo ran-

dum o n  E s pe r a n to and of B r i t i sh teaching e x p e r i e n c e  with 

E s p e ranto . The B r i t i s h  Cabi n e t  had q u i c k l y  p r o t e s te d  to 

the League that the report contained ' s ta teme n t s  c a l c u -

l a t e d  to b e  e i th e r  d e l ib e r a t e l y  mi s l e a d i ng o r  a t  l e a s t  

l i k e l y  t o b e  mi s under s to od . •
1 

A l though o f f i c i a l  French oppo s i t i o n  to League p a t ron-

age of Eiperanto was much more open , the Bri t i s h  govern-

men t w a s  actua l l y  a s  much a g a i n s t  s uc h  s po n s o r s h i p ,  a s  

t h e  French . Within t h e  Fore i gn o f f i c e , f o r  i n s t a n c e , E s ­
' 

peranto wa s c o n s idered a sure wa s t e  o f  t ime and u t t e r  
' 2  nonsens e .  Had there b e e n  any ne c e s s i ty to do s o ,  they 

prob a b l y  wo u l d  have t a k e n  t h e  s ame p ub l i c  a t t i tude much 

sooner . 

A l ready i n  1 9 2 0 ,  a t  the F i r s t  Assemb l y , the Br i t i s h  

d e l e g a t e , Mr . Barne s , 3 h a d  forced t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  the 

s e c tion of the mot i on o n  E s p e r a n to wh i c h  had e xp re s s e d  

1 .  From a copy o f  a l e tter by t h e  S e c re tary o f  t h e  B r i t ­
i sh Cabine t ,  to th e L e a g u e  S e c r e t a r y - G e ne r a l , Augu s t  1 7 ,  
1 9 2 2 ,  Pr ivat Pa9ers . 

2 .  F . O .  c i r c u l a r  Wl 0 0 8 9 /1 3 jl / 9 8 ,  S e p t . 3 0 ,  1 9 2 1 ,  r e f :  
FO 3 7 1  7 0 5 3 7 0 1 3 , P ub l i c  Records O f f i ce , Londo n .  

3 .  George N .  Barnes ( 1 8 5 9 - 1 9 4 0 ) , a former l e ad e r  o f  the 
B r i t i s h  Labo ur P a r ty , had been a mernb e r  of the ß r i t i s h  
War Cab i n e t  a n d  M i n i s t e r  P l e n i p o t e n i ary to t h e  P a r i s  
P e a c e  Conference . 
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t h e  � e s i r e , ' that  the t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  l a n g uage rnay b e corne 

gene r a l  throughout the �ho l e  wor l d ,  so that the c h i l d r e n  

o f  a l l  c o � n t r i e s  � a y  know a t  l e a s t  two l a n g u a g e s  - - t h e i r  

me ther t0 n q u e  and a n  e a s y  me a n s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c ommun i c a ­

t i o n . '
1 

NevQ r t h e l e s s , a s  o r i g i n a l l y  w i th the F r e n c h , t h e  E s -

pe r a n t i s t s  mi s j udged t h e  B r i t i s h  governme n t . " Co n c e r n i n g  

t h e  tactic  to f o l lm.; a t  t h e  L e a gue o f  N a t i o n s ,  I f r e e l y  

r e co.<�·.;ü � e  t h a t  lve w e r e  :ni s t a k e n  a s  to t h e  r e a l  f e e l i n g s  

o f  the E n g l i s h , e x c e p t  L o r d  Robe r t  C e c i l .
2

"
3 

Thu's P r i v a t  was n o t  l) r e p a r e d  i n  t h e  F i f t h  Comm i t t e e  

d e b a t e  (!S e p t . 1 2 - 1 8 , 1 9 2 2 )  f o r  t h e  i n s i s t a n c e  o f  the B r i t -

i s h  d e l erra t e , M r s . l·l .  H .  Coomb e - Te n n a n  t ,  o n  c e r t a i n  ' c o r r -

e c t i o n s ' i n  t h e  repo r t  on E s p e r a n t o . S h e  deman d e d  the 

ton i n g  d own o f  r e f e re n c e s  t o  n r i t i s h  s t a t e  s uppo r t  of E s -

p e r a n t o , a n d  m o r e  imp o r t a n t ,  o n  t h e  omrni s s i o n  o f  t h e  e n t i re 

l .  League o f  N a t i o n s , �enor t o f  t h e  1 s t  As s emb l y , vo l .  
2 - 3 , (Co:nmi t t e e s ) 1 9 2 0 ,  p .  1 6 6 .  

2 .  Un f o r tu n a t e l y , a s  e v e n  h i s  f r i e n d , B e n e s , c o n c eded , 
Ce c i l  w a s  r e g a r d e d  by �any p e o p l e  i n  E n g l a n d  a s  ' an u n ­
prac t i c a l  o r  n a ive i d e a l i s t . ' ( Camp ten l·lacken z i e , Ben e s , 
London , . l 9 4 6 ,  p .  9 9 ) . 

---

3 . F r orn a l e t t e r  i n  F r e n c h by P r i v a t  to G e n e r a l  S e be r t ,  
Septembe :::- 2 9 , 1 9 2 2 , P r i ,: a t  Pape r s . 
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f i n a l  chapter o f  conc l us io n s . 1 The s e  con c l u s ions i nc luded 

the r e c ommenda t i on of the t e a c h i n g  o f  Espe r anto i n  s ta t e  

schoo l s , t h e  recogn i t i on o f  E s pe ranto a s  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

l a nguage val i d  for p o s t a l  and te l e graph i c  s e rv i c e , and 

worthy o f  continued Leag�e a t t e n t i on . 
2 The Bra z i l i an d e l egate , S r .  Rio B ranco , was a l s o  

unfri endly towa rds t h e  repor t , attack ing Espe ranto a s  ' a  

1 anguage wi tho ut a h i s to ry o r  l i terature . • 3 Late r that 

month , S r . Rio B ranco wen t  to the extent o f  pub l i s h i ng at 

h i s  own expens e  ( pr es umab l y ) ,  a pamph l e t  mo s t  ho s t i l e  
4 towards Espe r anto . 

In �rying to determine S r .  Rio Branco ' s  reasons for 

oppos i n g  E s p eranto s o  s trongl y , one cannot h e l p  no t i c i n g  

the rema rkab l e  s i m i l a r i ty b e tH e e n  s ome o f  h i s  s tat.ements 

and tho s e  o f  the French gove rnme n t . L i k e  Poincar/, S r .  

Rio Branco b.e l ieved Esperanto wa s p a r t  o f  a German 

1 .  League of Nat i ons , Reco rds of the 3rd Assemb l y , vo l .  
1 - 2  ( P lenary ) , p .  1 0 8 ; a l so vol . 2 (Comm1tte esr;--p. 1 1 2 . 

2 .  J .  R��l d e  Rio Branco , Bra z i l i an d e l egate to Berne 
a s  well as to the League . 

3 .  League o f  Nat i on s , Re cords o f  the 3rd A s s emb l y , vo1 . 
3 ,  ( Commi ttee s ) ,  1 9 2 2 ,  p .  2 6 .  

4 .  S r  . .  Rio b ranco , Contre l ' oct roi du pa tronage de l a  
S o c i e te des ! a tions a 1 1E s peran to , Ge n�ve , H a l lwa g , 
Sept . 1 2 , 1 9 1 2 ,  2 0  pp . 
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o f fe n s ive aga i r. s t  Franc e ; ' fo r  sone y e a r s , '  he w; :ote,  ' I  

have had the i�pre s s i o n  that the E s p e r a nt i s t  e f fo r t s  oper-

ate i n  c l o s e  co-operation ( p e rhaps uncon s c ious ) w i t h  a 

German o f f e n s ive . . .  aga i n s t  the i n te r n a t io n a l u s e  o f  French . ,
l 

Some o f  Rio Branco ' s  pub l i c  c r i t i c i sms o f  E s p e ra n to , 

for i n s t� n c c ,  t h a t  the report had mi s repre s e n ted the e x-

tent o f  · upport for E s p e r anto in Bra z i l ,  were p a t e n t l y  

fa l s e .
2 

The t e a c h i n g  o f  B s p e ranto had been o f f i c i a l ly 

permi tted i n  the fede r a l  d i s tr i c t  s i nce January 1 9 1 9 ,  

a n d  b y  1 9 2 2  there were a t  l e a s t  twe lve ac tive E s p e r anto 

s o c i et i e� i n  B ra z i 1 .
3 

H i s  contention that the report was 

one-.sided were more j us t i f i e d . 

1. F rom a l et te r  i n  French by Sr . R i o  Branco to G .  de 
Reyn o l d ,  January 1 3 ,  1 9 2 2 , Reynold Papers . 

2 .  Jn f a c t ,  a f t e r  Rio Branco ' s  a ttack on E s pe r a n t o ,  the 
B ra z i l i a n  P a rilament voted to e s t a b l i s h  o f f i c i a l  E s pe r a n to 
e xams in a l l  s t ate s c ho o l s  wh e re l ivinq l anguage s were 
also t a u gh t  ( re f : letter from P r ivat to Genera:  S e b e r t, 
Feb . 1 3 ,  1 9 2 3 , P r ivat Papers . 

3 .  Bra i i l i a L i ga Esperan t i s ta ,  Rio de Jane i ro ; B ra z i l i a  
K lubo- ß s c c ra n t i s t a , �io ; V i r i n a  K l ubo , Rio ; E s c e ranto­
K lubo de- Araca j u ,  Araca j u ;  Grupo E s peran t i s t a  �outo 
Frenand e s , Maranha o ; Esoe r a n t i s t a  Re ndeto-Vendo S t e l e , 
Sao Bon i � a c i o ; V e r d a  S t e l a no,  P e l o t a s ; E s pe r a n t i s t a Grupo­
Energ i o ,  B e l e m ,  !·lo s s o :co - E s p e ranto K l ubo , t··!o s soro ; 
PernambtL a E s p e r a n t a  S o c i eto, Re c i f e ; Labor i s ta E s peran­
tista Gu:· �o , R i o  de Jane i ro ;  �ova Sarnide a n a ro , Forta l e z a  
( r e f : B : - ,:! 7 i l i a  Vivo , F o r t a l e z a ,  D r a z i l, January 2 9 ,  

1 9 2 2 ,  p:--
6 . 
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Howeve r ,  mo re damaging were c ha rg e s  t h a t  the League 

S e cr e ta r i a t  h a d  d e l iberately c o l oured the 1 9 2 2  Report i n  

f avour o f  Esperanto , by a l lowing P r iv a t , a s  Esperan t i s t  

l e a de r ,  s uc h  a l a rge p a r t  i n  i t s  preparation . 1 The s e  

a c c u s a t i o n s  c o o l e d  the f r i e nd l i n e s s  o f  the League S e c re -

t ar i a t .  I n  1 9 2 3 ,  i t  d e c l i n e d  t o  s e nd a n  o f f i c i a l  repre -

s e n t a t i ve to the Espe ranto Comme r c i a l  Co n ference he ld i n  

Apr i l  a t  Ven i c e , and Le a g ue o f f i c i a l s  l ike I n a z o  Ni tob�, 

took i n c r e a s i n g  c a r e  to a pp e a r  i mp a r t i a l , g i v i n g  mo re pub-

l i c  cons ideration to such r i va l  w o r l d  l anguages a s  Ido . 

A l s o  oppos e d  to Esperanto w i t h i n  the F i f th Commi tt:ee 

was the Swe d i s h  de legate , Mr . L6fgren , 2 who indi cated a n  

i n t er e s t  i n  the question o f  one i n te rn a t i o na l  l anguage , 

b u t  be l iüve d that i t  s h o u l d  be Eng l i s h . 3 This vi e1-1 \'la s 

1 .  League o f  Nation s , Th i r d  As semb l y , Prov i s i on a l  Min­
utes o f  the 6 th Mee t i ng , S e p te mb e r  1 4 , 1 9 2 2 , P rivat Papers . 

2 .  E l i e l  L6fgren ( b . 1 8 7 2 ) , l e a d e r  o f  the Swe d i s h  Libe r a l  
P a r ty , fo rme r Mini s te r  o f  J u s t i c e  ( 1 9 1 7 - 1 9 2 0 ) , w a s  a 
d e l egate to the League from 1 9 2 0  to 1 9 2 8 . He was appoin ted 
l e g a l  a d v i s or to the Mi n i s try of Fore i gn A f f a i r s  i n  1 9 2 1 , 
a n d  i n  1 9 2 6  bec ame Mi n i s te r  o f  Fore i gn A f f a i r s . 

3 . League o f  Nations , Records o f  the Third A s s eDbl y ,  
( Commi tte e s ) 1 9 2 2 ,  p .  2 7 .  
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shared by the �or�egian delegate , Pro fessor  Kris tine 

Bonnevi e . 1 

On the other hand , the delegates o f  Finland ( Kaarle 

Voionma a )  , 2 China (Chao Hsin  Chu ) 3 Japan ( Mr .  Ariyosh i ) 4 , 

and o f  course Persia  ( Priva t )  , s trongly s upported Es-

peranto as neces sary and useful  for thei r  countr ie s .  The 

latter three not only supported the resolution of  Gi lbert 

Murray 5 , iJ· ·y a l so urged that the League propose  to its 

member  s t,ates that they extend the use of Esperanto , due 

to the greater d i f f iculty of As ian countries  i n  learning 

Nestern languages . 

1 .  Kris tine  Bonnevie ( b .  1 8 7 2 ) , a zoologi s t , first  woman 
univers i ty pro fessor in No rway (Lexikon der Frau , zlirich , 
Encyc lios  Verla g ,  1 9 5 3 ,  vol .  1 ,  p:-;!79 . 

· 

2 .  Tapio  Vionmaa had been the o f fi c i a l  Finnish delegate 
to the 1 9 2 1  Con ference on the Teaching of Esperanto . 

3 .  Chao : Bsin  Chu , charge d ' a f fa i res a t  the Chinese em­
bassy i n  London . 

4 .  Aki ra Ariyoshi (b . 1 8 76 ) , Japanese d iplomat ; previous­
ly pos ted in China , London and Paris . In 19 2 0 ,  he had 
been appo inted Min i s te r  to S�itzerland . 

5 .  For a biographical  note o n  Giblert Murray , s ee the 
section on the Comr:üttee o f  Intellectual Co-operation . 
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Howeve r ,  b e fore furthe r d i s cu s s ion could t a k e  p lace , 

the French d e l e g a t e , S e n a to r  Reyna l d , propo s e d  po s tp d n i n g  

t h e  m a t t e r  by r e f e r r i ng the e n tire ques tion t o  the Commit­

tee o f  I n t e l l e c t u a l  Co-ope r a t ion . 1 Reyn a l d ' s  mo t i o n w a s  

s e conded by the Dani s h  d e l egat e , �li s s  Ferchh ammer , n o t  

b e c a u s e  s h e  w a s  oppo s ed t o  a n  interna t i o n a l  a ux i l i a ry l an-

guage , b u t  b e c ause s h e  wanted the Commi ttee to con s i d e r  

Ido a s  wel l a s  Esperanto . The French mo tion was adopted 

by a vote o f  18 ( i nc l u d i n g  Mrs . Coombe-Tennant ) to 8 .  

Among tho s e  vot i n g  i n  s upport o f  the French d e l e ga t e  were 
2 the delegates o f  Ruman i a  ( H e l ene Vacare s c u ) , Po�and 

( Hr . Soka l ) , S e r b i a  ( Ra n i s l av �l . Abramovi c )  and Cuba 

( Ar i s t i d e s  de Bethancour t )  . Senator Reynald w a s  then 

appo i n te d  to convey the Committee ' s  d e c i s ion to the 

A s s emb l y . 

1 .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to note t h a t  i t  had b e e n  French 
and Be l gi a n  p r e s s ure , that had led t o  the e s tabl i s hmen t  
o f  t h i s  cornni ttee ( I' . P .  lv<t l t e r s , A H i s tory o f  the Le ague 
of Natio n s , La nde n , 1 9 5 2 ,  p .  1 9 0 ) -.--- ---·----

2 .  �li s s  V<tca.re s c u  ( 1 8 6 6 - 1 9 <1 7 ) , a w r i te r , h a d  b e e n  educa­
ted i n  Paris a n d  Buc h a re s t  and h e l d  a bri l l i  n t  l i te rary 
and s o c i a l  po s i t i o n  in P a ri s . She was <tn o f  i c i e r  de 1 '  
I n s tr u c tion Pub l ique and a member o f  the Leg o n  d ' Honneur . 
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Surp r i s i n g l y , P r ivat backed the appo i ntme n t  o f  the 

French de l e g a te as ra ppo rteur of the report on the teach-

i n g  o f  E s p e r a n t o . T h i s  s upport was due not to a c u r i o u s  

s e n s e  o f  i ro n y , b u t  to a be l i e f  th a t  i t  w o u l d  c r e a t e  i n  

Reynald a mo ral o b l i ga t i o n  to b e  courteous towards E s -

peranto , and t h a t  then , n o  o t h e r  Frenchman w o u l d  dare 

contrad i c t  h i m .
1 

'l'h u s , a l  though the T h i rd Assembly adopted Lord Robert 

Ceci l ' s  r e s o l u t i o n  to accept the repo r t  of the S e c r e t a r i a t  

on E s p e ra n to , i t  wa s a much mod i f ied repor t , w i thout 

conc l u s i <Dn s  or re comrnend a t ion s . As France lvi s he d ,  the 

que s t ion 1 o f an agreement o n  the teaching of Espe ranto was 

shunted to the Comrni t te e  for Inte l lec tua l Co-operat i o n .
2 

Howeve r ,  the League report and r e s o l u t i o n  on E s p e r-

anto d i d  give unpre cedentedly widespread p ub l i c i ty to 

the movement . The report i t s e 1 f  wa s p ub l i shed with the 

auth o r i zation of the Lea gue Secre t a r i a t  and t r an s l.lted 

into 12 l a n g u a q e s  ( i nc 1uding Chinese ) .  

1 .  Acco r d i n g  to a l e t t e r  from Privat to G e n e r a l  S e b e r t , 
September }_ I) ,  1 9 2 2 ,  P r i va t  Papers . 

2 .  Re s o[ u t .i. o n  2 6 ,  S e p temb e r  2 1 , 1 9 2 2 . 
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Commi t t e e  o f  Inte l l e c t u a l  Co-ope r a t i on 

Privat had e xp e c t e d  the Comm i t t e e  to d e l ay in d i s c u s s -

ing E s p e ranto . To Sebert h e  w r o t e : " France w i l l  e nd e avor 

that it ( th e  Commi t te e )  n o t  d i s c u s s  E s peranto b e fore at 

l e a s t two years . Th i s  is a l s o  i n  o u r  i n t e r es t . "
1 

Howeve r ,  the mat t e r  c ame up much sooner than P r ivat 

h a d  expected . On Ju l y 3 1 , 1 9 2 3 , wh i l e  Privat was a t tend-

. · ' 2 
i n g  the E s p e ranto Cong r e s s  o f  Nurnberg , the Committe e ' s  

Cha i rman , Pro f .  Henri Bergson , 3 r e c a l 1 e d  that the Commi t t e e  

was to e xamine t h e  teach ing o f  Espe ranto . Then , Torres 

d e  Quevedo , 4 s e conded by G i 1 b e r t  Murray 5 propos e d  p u t t i n g  

1 .  From a l e t te r  i n  Frenc h ,  b y  P r i v a t  to G e n e r a l  Seber t ,  
Sept . 2 9 , 1 92 2 ,  Privat Pape r s . 

2 .  D r . E l l enbeck , E s p e ranto i n  Vo l ke r b und (Esperanto i n  
t h e  Le ague o f  Nations ) ,  op . c i t ;  p .  4 9 .  

3 . Bergsan ( 1 8 5 9 - 1 9 4 1 ) ,  a r e no1med p h i l o s ophe r ,  1�a s a mem­
b e r  o f  the French Ac ademy . 
� .  L .  To rres de Queve�o , a we l l - k nown Span i sh s c i e n t i s t  and 
memb e r  of the Commi ttee for t he Extens i o n  of S c ient i fic St d i e a . 

5 . Whe n  Lord Robert Ce c i l  re turned to the B r i t i s h  Cabinet in 
1 9 2 3 ,  Nurray replaced h i m  i n  the d e l ega t i on o f  South Africa . 
�lurray ( b .  1 8 6 6 ) , e1 prominent Bd. t i s h  c l n s s ical s cho l a r , 1·1as 
C h a i rman of the League o f  Nations Union ( 1 9 2 3 - 1 9 3 9 ) . Jl.n 
internat i o n a l  publ i c i s t , h i s  w r i t i n g  i nc luded : A Study , 
L ibe ra l i s m  and t h e  Emp i re , Fore i gn Pol i cy o f  S i r  Ed11ard 
Grey , the Prob l e m  o f  Fo rc igi1PoTicy and the Orde a l  o f  •rn i s  
Gene ra t l on . 
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Esperanto on the agenda irr.rned i a t e l y . Although both To r r e s  
l de Quevedo and :-:u rray 1·1ere s ympathe t i c  to1·1ards E s pe r anto , 

they were u n p r e pared for s uch an e a r l y  d i s c us s i on .  

Oppo s i t io n  to E s peranto wa s b e t t e r  p l anned . Accord i n g  

to P r i va t , the F r e n c h  Nini s te r  o f  Educa t i o n , L�on B e�ard , 

had asked the Chai r::.an o f  the Commi t tee , Bergson , to ' dro1m 

the � s pe r a n to thrus t . • 2 Bergson d i d , i n  f a c t , make a 

s p e e c h  j � 3 t  b e fore the vo t i ng on Esperanto , w a r n i n g  aga i n s t  

i ts recon � n da t i o n , 3 f o r  " th e  a i m  o f  the a r t i f i c i a l  l a nguage 

is p r e c i s'.' ly to render s up e r f l uous . . .  the s t udy o f  l iv i n g  
4 l a nguag0 s . "  

Th i s  a r g ument , anoth e r  vers ion o f  t h a t  o f  L�on B� rard , 

t h a t  E s pe r a ri to w a s  anathema to n a t iona l c u l t u r e , w a s  b a s ed 

on the b e l i e f  t h a t  i f  Esperanto be came unive r s a l  a s  the 

l .  A c c o r d i n g  to Gon z a gue d e  Reyno l d ' s  Memo i rs , 
was even a ' fa n a t i c a l  E s ? e r a n ti s t ' , op . c i t ; p .  

(luevedo 
5 5 . 

2 .  Quo ted i n  E s p e r a n to by E .  P r i va t ,  H i s to r i e  de l a  
l i n gvo e spe ranto ( Hi s to r y  o f  t h e  Espe ranto Language) , 
vo l .  2 ,  op . c .rt-;-p . 1 4 6 .  

3 �  I n t e re s t i n gl y  eno ugh , Bergson h a d  p u b l i ca l ly s upported 
Esperanto a d e c ade bc :ore ( Ibi�; p .  1 4 8 )  

4 .  League o f  N a t ion s , Co�uni ttee o f  I n t e l le c t u a l  Co- ope ra­
t i o n , Minutes o f  the S e cond S e s s ion , July 2 6 -Augu s t  2 ,  1 9 2 3 ,  
C . 5 7 0 . M2 2 � . l 9 2 3 .  X I I . p .  � 0 . 
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i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a uxi l i a ry l angu age , t h e  s tudy o f  other l an-

guages wou l d  prac t i c a l ly c e a s e . To c a rry t h e  a rgume n t  

fur ther , o n e  might then c on c l ud e  t h a t  thi s would n a t ura l ly 

h ave the gre a t e s t  e f f e c t  o n  w i d e l y  u s e d  languages l ik e  

Engl i s h  a n d  French . B e s i d e s  s u f fe ri n g  a l o s s  o f  p re s t i ge , 

t he s e  language s wou ld t he'n no langer s e rve a s  one o f  t h e  

b o n d s  h o l d i n g  e xt r a - n a t i o n a l  t e r r i t o r i e s .  

B u t  a c t ua l ly , i t  w a s  not B e r g s a n  who l e d  the c h a rge 
1 i n  the Comm i t te e  a g a i n s t  E sp e ranto , but Gonzague de Reynol d ,  

/ 2 a francophone Swi s s , f o l lowed by J u l e s  D ' E s t r e e  and Mr . 

Lucha i re . 3 Ju l i e n  Lucha i r e , 4 t h e  French In spector-General 

1 .  Freder i c  Gon z a gue , Baron Reyno l d  de Cressy ( b . 1 8 8 0 ) , 
pro fe s sor o f  h i s t o ry and French l i t e ra ture a t  the Univer­
s i t i e s  of Fribourg and Bern . A member of the Sl'l i s s  Con­
s e rva ti ve Party , P r e s iden t of the S1� i s s  Commi ttee for 
I n t e rn a t ional I n t e l l e c t u a l  Co-op e ra t � o n , and correspond­
ing member of t h e  I n s t i tu t e  of Franc e . 

' 
2 .  J u l e s  D ' E s tree , former B e l gi a n  Min i s te r  o f  Seienc e s  
and Arts , memb e r  o f  the B e l g i an Academy o f  French l an guage 
and L i t e r a t ure . Unfortun a t e l y  for the Espe rant i s t s , h e  
h a d  r e p l a c ed o n e  o f  thei r s t renge s t  s upport e r s , S e n a t o r  
L a font a i ne , a s  B e l g i a n  d e l e g a t e  a t  the League o f  N a t i on s . 

3 .  For an account o f  Lucha i re ' s  a c tiviti e s  i n  the Comm i t ­
t e e , aga i n s t  Esp eranto , s e c  the Commi t t e e  o f  I n t e l l e c t ua l  
Co-opera t ion , Minut e s , Se cend Se s s i o n ,  op . c i t ; al s o ,  G .  
d e  Reynol d ,  !·'e�ri01res , op. c i t ;  p .  <1 5 6 - 7 . 

� .  Lucha i r e  ( b .  1 8 7 6 ) . former D i re c tor o f  t h e  Educ a t i on 
Departl:'.en t of the Hi n i s t ry o f  C o l a n i e s .  He l a t e r  b e came 
D i r e c tor o f  the I n s t i tu t e  of Inte l le c tual Co-operation 
( 1 9 2 5 - 1 9 3 1 ) .  
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o f  Educ a t io:1 , 1·1 a s  r.o t  a c t u a l l y  a memb e r  o f  the Commi t t e e  

fo� I n t e l l e c t u a l  Co-opera t i o n , but o ft e n  r e p l a c e d  B e r g s an 

i n  t h e  
• 1 • l 

co�� 1 t t e e  s �e e t l �g s . 

I n  h i s  rneno i r s , G o n z ague de Reyno l d  r e c a l l s  t h a t  he 

had been p r e p a r i n g  f o r  the battle agai n s t  E s p e r a n to s i n c e  

J u l y  1 9 2 2 .
2 3 

At t h a t  t i rr.e , H e n r i  Bannet , a French mer.ille r  

o f  t h e  S e c r e ta r i a t , h a d  gone to s e e  Rey n o l d  t o  a s k  h i s  

h e l p  " to v o i d  c e r t a i n  u t op i c  a b s u r d i t i e s , f o r  e x a mp l e , 

4 
E s p e r a n tq . "  T h i s  ap!Je a l  •.o1a s  made tl-10 mon t h s  b e fo r e  the 

E s p e ranto que s ti o n  had even b e e n  r e f e rred to the Commi t t e e  

o f  I n t e l l c c t u a l  C o - o pc r a t i o n . 5 

l .  Men t i o n e d  i n  a l e t t e r  f rom E .  P r i v a t  to Gen . S e be r t , 
Augu s t  2 8 , 1 9 2 3 ,  P r i v a t  Papers . 

2 .  G .  d e  Rey n o l d , op . c i t . p .  4 5 6 .  

3 .  Henri l3 o n n e t  ( 1 8 8 8 - 1 9 ) , a memb e r  o f  the Po l i t i c a l  
S e c t i on o f  the League S e c r e t a r i a t  b e tw e e n  1 9 2 0 - 1 9 3 1 .  He 
r e p l a c e d  Jul i e n  L uc h a i r e  as D i re c t o r  o f  the I n s t . .  tute o f  
I n t e l l e ciLw l C o - o p e ra t i o n  ( 1 9 3 1 - 4 0 ) ,  l at e r  b ec omi n g  Comm­
i s s ioner and 1-l i n i s t e r  ( o f  I n fo rm a t i o n ) o f  t h e  Com.mi t t e e  
o f  N a t i o n a l  L i b e ra t i on ( 1 9 4 3 - 1 9 4 ,1 )  and French A!l'ba s s ador 
to t:he u . s .  ( 1 9 4 4 - 1 9 5 5 ) . 

4 .  Quot:ed i n  F r e n c h  b y  G .  de Pe yn o ld , '2�_i t ; p .  4 5 6 . 

5 .  Th e ' d e b a t e s  o n  E s o e ra n to l·l i t h i n  t h e  5 t h  Co hlTI'. i t t e e , a n C.  
the d e c i s i o n  to r e f e r

-
t h e  ma t t e r  to t l: e  Conmi t t e e  o f  I r. ­

t e l l ec t u � l  C o - op e r a t i o n  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p la c e  un t i l  S e p terrb e r  
o f  1 9 2 2 . 
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I n  an y c a s e , Reyno l d  s eems to h ave v i ewed oppo s i t ion 

to E sperant o  a s  a lrno s t a s ac r ed t a s k .  I n  a l e t t e r  to Abb{ 
Ricard of Pa.r i s , Reyno l d  l amente d :  " Yo u  w i l l  ima g i ne 

that there i s  a constant b a t t l e  to wage a gR i n s t  a l l  tho s e  

w h o  w o u l d  mak e  o f  the Le ague o f  N a t i on s , n o t  o n l y  a s uper-

s tate , but a s uper-church a s  we l l , a ga i n s t  a l l  t h e  utop i s t  

1 i nt e rn a ti o n a l i s t s . . .  I am r e f e r r i ng to E spe ranto . "  

Torres de Quevedo had t h ough t t o  mars h a l  s upport for 

E s peranto by propos i n g  that the Co�mi t t e e  appo i n t  a s ub-
2 commi t tee , wh i c h  wi th t h e  h e l p  o f  exper t s , lvou l d  e xami ne 

the d i f f erent s o l u t ions to the p rob lern o f  a n  i n t. e rn a t i o:1 a l  

auxi l i ar y  l an gu age . 3 HO\veve r ,  IVi th Reyno l d ' S long and 

wel l -prepared a ttack , the s ympathy of uncommi tted dele-

gates evaporated . Be fore s upport for E s p e ranto c o u l d  be 

r a l l ie d ,  the Cha i rma n , P ro f .  B e rg s o n , c u t.  o f f  the d i s cuss i on . 

1 .  From a l e t t e r  in F rench ,  dated June 5 ,  1 9 2 3 ,  Reyno ld 
Papers , Be rne , B i b l ioth�que National e  S u i s s e . 
2 .  Thi s i s  ��a t.  P r ivat h ad hoped would happ e n , a c cor d i ng 
to h i s  l e t t c r  o f  Nov . 2 0 ,  1 9 2 3 ,  t.o P ro f .  Alphanse Aulard , 
P r ivat Papc��· 

3 .  Co�mi t t <!' e o f  Inte l l e ct u a l Co-ope ration , Minutes o f  the 
9 th Mee t i ng , op. c i t ;  p .  3 5 .  
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Re p o r t  o f  t h e  Co��i t t e e  o f  I n t e l l e c t u a l  C o - o p e r a t i on 

_;". < t' - '!( -(. vrct. ... 
1 

In i t s  r e p o r t  to t h e  F r e n c h  .7\. s s ef!lb l y , t h e  Conmü t t e e  

i gnored i t s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  T h i r d  A s s e r.b l y  s p e c i f i -

ca l ly a s k i n g  i t s  vi ews o n  1 q ue s t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  te a c h i ng 
o f  E s p e r a � to 1 a n d  o n  1 th e  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  problern 

2 
o f  an i n te =nat i ona l a u x i l i a r y  l a n g u a ge . 1 I n s te a d  the 

Com:nittce repo r t e ä  to t h e  Fo u r t h  A s s e mb l y  that it 1 d i d  

n o t  fe e l  j · 1 s t i f i e d  i n  r e c o�!-clend i n g  a n  a r t i f i c i a l  language 

t o  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  A s s emb l y  of the League o f  

Na t i o n s . 1 3 

The rappo r t e u r  o f  t h c  Commi t t e e 1 s  d e c i s i o n , Jacque s 

Bardo u x ,
4 was a F r e n c h  d e l e g a t e , who a c c o r d i ng to P r i va t , 

h a d  a r r i ve d  in Geneva und e r  f o rma l i n s t ru c t i on s  f r om t h e  

Quai d ' O r s ay 1 to p r o c e e d  aga in s t  E s p e r a n t o  t o  the ve ry 

1 .  League o f  N a t i o n s , Re c o r d s  o f  the Fourth A s s e  nb ly , 
An n e x  1 9 , A .  1 0 2 , 1 9 2 3 . 

2 .  Re s o l u t i o n 2 6 , S e p t emb er 2 1 , 1 9 2 2 . 

3 . Th i s  vie1·1 had b e e n  s u o o o r t e d  i n  t h e  Conun i t t e e  o f  I n ­
t e l l e c t u a l  C o - o p e r a t i o n  b� -

a v o t e  o f  s i x  to one , w i t h  
three a b s t a i n i n g . 
� - B a rdoux ( 1 8 7 4 - 1 9 5 9 ) , a f o r e i gn po l i c y  e xo e r t , had 
b e e n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Journ a l  d e s  Debats 
p r o f e s s or a t  t h e  Ecole d e s  s c i e n c e s  pol1 t 1 q u e s  a n d  t e 
Eco l e  s upe r i e ure de g u e r r e , a n d  P re s i de n t  o f  the S o c  e t e  
d ' E t ud e s  e t  d ' i n forma t i o n  po l i t i q ue s . 
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e nd . '
1 

I n  any c a s e , Mr . B a r d o u x  took the o p p o r t u n i t y  a s  

rappo r t e u r , to p re s e n t  a r e s o l u t i o n to t h e  F o u r t h  A s s e mb l y , 

r e comme n d i n g  the s t udy o f  fore i gn l a n gu a g e s  a s  p r e f e r a b l e  

to that o f  a r t i f i c i a l  language s . 

The A s s ernb l y , h01-1eve r ,  d i d  not publ i c a l l y  a g r e e  \·Ii t h  

t h e  Comroi t t e e ' s  s c r up l e s  no r  lvi t h  Mr. B a rdoux ' s  r e s o l u t i on . 

E s p e r an t o  s up p o r t e r s  s uc h  as Lo rd Robert Ce c i l  r o u n d 1 y  

a t t a cked the commi t te e ' s  repor t and the re s o l u t i o n  a s  

d i r e c t l y  c o u n t e r  to t h e  e a r l i e r  1 9 2 2  r e p o r t  a c c e p t e d  by 

the S e c o n d  A s s emb l y .  Even the B r i t i s h  d e l e g a t e  d e c l i n e d  

t o  l e nd h �s w e i g h t  t o  t h e  French r e s o l u t i o n . I n f 1 u e n t i al 

o r ga n i z a ti o n s  s e emed too s t r o n g l y  a t t a c h e d  to E s p e ranto 

f o r  the L e a g ue to a c t u a 1 l y  c on demn i t .  Rec e n t 1 y , t h e  

L e a g u e  S e c r e t a r i at h a d  r e c e iv e d  y e t  a n o t h e r  p e t i t i o n  i n  

f avour o f  E s pe ra n t o , i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  f rom 2 8  members o f  t h e  

F r e n c h  Ac ademy o f  S c i e n c e s .
2 

Al s o ,  i n  Apr i l  o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  

t h e  I n terna t i on a l  Chamb e r s  o f  Comme r c e  me e t i n g  i n  Ve n i c e 

had voted i n  favour o f  a r e s o l ution r e c omme n d i n g  E s peranto 

t o  the L e a gue . 

1 .  From a l e t t e r  in French from P r i v a t  to A .  Aul ard , 
Nov . 2 0 ,  1 9 2 3 , P r i v a t  Paper s .  

2 .  E s p e ranto h a d  f i r s t  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  Acad emy 
i n  1 8 9 8  by G en e r a l  S e b e r t  a n d  by Ern e s t  Navi l 1 e , t h e  

Swi s s  p h i l o s o�h e r  (Journa l d e  Genev� , Aug u s t  2 5 ,  1 9 2 1 ) . 



- 1 0 3  -

Howeve r ,  1\"ll i l e  the Commi t t e e  ' s  o p i n i on on E s p e r a n to 

was not a c cc p te d , i t  was not r e j e c te d  e i the r .  Though the 

only report by the Corr>.11i ttee not to b e  a c c e pted in that 

y e a r , t h e  lack o f  a forma l re j e c t i o n  me a n t  that i n  the 

future , tho s e  opposed to E s p e r anto could a lways p o i n t  

to t h e  Cor.�i t t e e  o f  I n te l l e c t u a l  Co-op e r a t i on ' s  ho s t i l e  

r e po r t  t o  suppo r t  the i r  a t t a ck s .
1 

l .  Th i s  h a ppened the next y e a r ,  i n  a d i s c u s s ion on whether 
to recorr�end Espe ranto a s  a c l e a r  l a nguage in radio and 
t e l e gram c ormnun i c a  t i o n s . The Commi t t e e  o f  I n te l le c t u a l  
Co-op e r a t io n ' s  r e p o r t  was brought up by t h e  P o l i s h  d e legate , 
who \·la s  o p o s e d  to the re commendat i o n  ( Le a g u e  o f  Nation s ,  
Records <L the 5 t h  A s s e mb l y , Se cond Commi t te e , vol . 2 ,  
o p . c l t ; : . 1 0 ) . 
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E s p e ran to in T e l e c onnun i c a t i ons 

I f  E s p e ra n t i s ts w e r e  fore s t a l led on the e d u c a t i o n  

front , t h e y  were m o r e  s u c c e s s fu l  i n  the f i e ld o f  t e l e ­

c orrunun i c e>.tio n s . E s p e r a nt i s t s  recogn i z ed that f o r  E s p e r -

a n to to g a i n  ma s s  a c cep t�n c e , i t  wa s impe rat ive tha t E s ­
p e ranto b e  acknOivledged a s  v a l i d  i n  international corrunun-

i c a tions , in t e l egraph and radio . This s e emed e s p e c i a l l y  

important f o r  radio , a medi um whi c h  might be very u s e f u l  

i n  publ i c i z i n g  E s pe rant o . 

Techn i c a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  p ro l i fe rated . They w e r e  u s e d  

t o  p�es s f i r s t  t h e  League f o r  a f avourab l e  d e c l a r a t i o n , 

and then , the body t h a t  c ou l d  a c t ua l ly make the d e c i s ion 

to recogn i z e  Espe ranto a s  a c l ea r  l anguage -- the I n t e r­

national T e l e graph Union . 

Thus , a con f e rence on communica t i o n s  w a s  h e l d  a lready 
in November 1 9 2 3 .  The con f e rence , h e l d  i n  Geneva , was 

sponsored by the Un i v e r s a l  Espe ranto A s s o c i a tion . The 

f o l l owi n g  Apr i l ,  the U . E . A . arranged another techn i c a l  

conferenc e .  The con ferenc e , c n t i t l e d , ' th e  P r e l iminary 

Confe rence for an I n t e rnationa l Agre ement on Rad io -

Te lephony ' ,  was organ i zed w i t h  the h e l p  o f  the Swi s s  

Radio E l e � t r i c a l  S o c i e ty , a n  organ i z a tion p r e s ided by 

J . R . G .  I s b r�cke r , a l e a d e r  of the Dutch Esperanti s t  

Society . Natura l l y , both con ferences were e n thus i a s t i c  

in d e c l a ring the i r  s up p o r t  o f  E s peranto . 
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The n , on Sep temb e r  1 9 , 1 9 2 4 , at the F i f t h  As s e mb l y , 

P r ivat wa s a b l e  to make use o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  the 

League t o  p romo t e  the c a u s e . As a repr e s e n t a t i v e  o f  

Pe r s i a , Privat proposed to the Se cend Commi ttee f o r  Tech-

n i c a l  A f fa i r s that the League recogn i z e  Esperanto as a 

' c l e a r  l anguage ' i n  tele graph and radio conunun i c a t i o n s  

a n d  •?.dv'i se t h e  I n te r n a t i on a l  Te le graph U n i o n  to t h i s  e f fec t . 1 

2 Actua l l y ,  a numb e r  of League members had a l re ady 

accepted Esperan to as a c l e a r  language for t e l e graph 

purpo s e s , and w i th the s treng s upport of d e l e gates f rom 

two of the s e  countr i e s , Dr . Tcheou We i 3 of C h i na and 

Yo taro l S u gimura 4 of Japan , P r i va t  did manage to get a 

1 .  Lea gue o f  Na t i on s , Records o f  the 5 th A s s emb l y , ( Conun­
i t t e e s ) ,  1 9 2 4 , vol . 2 ,  p .  3 9 . 

2 .  C z echosl ovak i a ,  H ungary , Denmark , Non1ay , B ra z i l ,  
Bo l i vi a , Egypt , New Z e a land , China and Japan . 

3 .  Dr . Tcheou-lve i was the techn i c a l  advi s o r  to the 
C h i n e s e  delegation a t  the League . He h a d  b een the 
o f f i c i a l  C h i n e s  d e l e gate to the 1 9 2 1 Conference o n  the 
Teach i n g  o f  E s p e ranto . 

4 .  Mr . S ug imura ( b . 1 8 8 4 ) , Japan e s e  dip loma t ,  educated 
i n  Ja�n n  and France ( Ly ons ) , previous pos t i n g s  in P a r i s  
( a s  S e c re tary , 1 9 1 � - 1 9 1 6 ) , a n d  in Peking ( 1 9 1 6 - 1 9 1 9 ) . 
In 1 9 2 3 , he had b e e n  appointed Deputy-Chi e f  o f  the League 
of !i a ti o n s  Bureau i n  ?aris ( t i l l  1 9 2 6 ) . lle b e came . 
Ch i e f  o f  t h e  Bureau ( 1 9 2 6 - 2 7 ) , rep1aced I n a z o  Ni tob� 
as �nd e r - S e c r e tary- Gene ral . 
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1 f avourable mo tion p a s se d  in commi t t e e , by a vote o f  1 3  

t o  9 2 , a n d  then unanimo u s l y  adop t e d  b y  the Gen e r a l  Asse mb l y . 3 

Con s p i cuous amo n g  tho s e  i n  oppos i t i o n  i n  the Secend 

Commi ttee had been B r i t a i n . T\w y e a r s  b e fore , B r i t a i n  had 

a l so r e j e c ted a s imi l a r  ,propo s a l  contained i n  t h e  conc lu-

s io n  o f  the S e c r e t a ri at ' s  report o n  E s p e ranto . 

France , too , had n o t  voted i n  the 2 n d  Commi ttee for 

the recommendat ion of E s p e ranto a s  a c l e a r  l anguage . 

1 .  Vo tihg for the propo s a l  were : F i n l and , Czecho s l ovak ia , 
Ruman i a , Bulgar i a , Hungary , H o 1 1 a ;-Jd , Aus t ri a ,  I t a l y , 
A u s t r a l i a ,  New Z e a 1 a n d , Japan , and o f  cours e , Pers i a . 
I t  i s  i n t e r e s t in g  to note here t h a t  two members o f  the 
B r i t i s h  Emp i re , Aus t r a l i a  and New Z ea 1 an d  voted aga i n o t  
G r e a t  B r i tain . T h i s  may h ave been a s  much to make a 
s how o f  i ndependence o f  Britain , a s  to s upport Espe ranto , 
wh i c h , a f ter a l l ,  w a s  n o t  very widespread i n  the s e  coun­
t r ie s . ( Aus tr a 1 i a , for i n s tance , had then on ly 1 � 2  U . E . A .  
me mber s ,  comp ared t o  7 2 2  i n  Bri t a i n  o r  1 7 1) 1  i n  Germany ; 
r e f : 1 7  Unive r s a l a  Kongre s o  de E s p eranto , I<ongre s a  
L ibro , Geneva , 1 9 2 5 , p .  7 4 ) . ----

2 .  The se who had spoken i n  the Commi ttee against. the 
mea s ure were Georges Bon n e t  ( F RANCE ) ,  1�ho ( b  1 8 !3 9 ) , a 
Radi c a l - ;;oc i a l i s t , h a d  been a member o f  the Frcnch Coun­
c i 1  o f  s iate , and Unde r - S e c re t ary o f  St a t e in P a i n 1 eve ' s  
cabinet i n  1 9 � 5 ;  S i r  Hube r t  L lewe l lyn s m i th ( D RITAIN ) , 
( b .  1 8 6 4 ) , a comme rc ia l expe r t , who had heen e conomic 

a dv i s o r  to t he Dri t i sh gove rnmen t , 1 9 1 9 , and a D r i t i s h  
de1egate to t h e  P a r i s  P e a c e  Conference o f  1 9 1 9 ; E . F .  d e  
Hon t a r royos ( BRAZ I L ) , 1·/ho hac1 b e e n  appo i nted d e l egate 
t o  the Leagu·e i n  1 9 2 3 ,  and lvho was a member o f  thc Econ­

·omic Conun i t t.ee o f  L e a g u e ; !lr . Z umeta ( VE NE Z UELA ) ; a n d  
I-!e n ryk S t r a s burger ( POLA)JD ) , ( b .  1 !3 !3 7 ) , a comme :r c i a 1  
expert , a n d  former Under-Secretary o f  S t a te i n  t h e  Po 1 i s h  
Mini s try o f  For e i gn A f f a i r s  ( 1 9 2 3 ) . 

3 .  A . 1 1/P . V . l 0 ,  Septerr�er 2 0 ,  1 9 2 4 .  
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Howeve r ,  no n e w  i n i t i at i v e s  w e re t a k e n  by t h e  F r e n c h  gov-

e r n me n t  a ga i n s t  E s ? e r a n to . I n  f a c t ,  by 1 9 2 5 , i t  was 

appa r e n t  th a t ,  whe t h e r  b e c a u s e  of a change in governme n t , 

or whe th e r  b e c a u s e  E s p e r an t o  w a s  no l a n g e r  p e r c e i ve d  as a 

s e r i o u s  t h r e a t ,  o f f i c i a l  F r e n c h  oppo s i t i o n  h ad w a ne d .  T h e  

p r e vi o u s y e a r , t h e  n el'l Rad i c a l - S o c i a l i s t  gove rnrne n t  o f  

Edoüard H e r r i o t , 1 h a d  r e vok e d  t h e  forme r  Mi n i s t e r  o f  

Educa t i o n 1 s  c i r c u l a r  forb i d d i n g  E s p e r a n t o  i n  s ta t e  

s c ho o l s : 2  

W i t h  th i s  re laxed a tmosphe re , i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  h o l d  

2 c o n f e re n c e s  i n  P a r i s  in t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 2 5 . T h e  f i r s t ,  

t h e  I n t e rn a t i o na l  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  the U s e  o f  E s p e r a n t o  i n  

t h e  Pure and App l i e d  S e i e n c e s  ( May 1 4 - 1 7 ) , w a s  he l d  under 

the p a tronage of s e v e r a l  memb e r s  of the French Ac ademy o f  

1 .  H e r r i e t  ( 1 8 7 2 - 1 9 5 7 ) , h a d  come t o  power i n  June 1 9 2 4 .  
H i s  e n e rn i e s  c 1 a i m e d  H e r r i o t 1 s  p o l i c i e s  were i n s p i r e d  by 
the ma s o n i c  l o d g e s  ( r e f :  H e n r i  Ce s ton , D i c t i on r . a i . r e  de 
la p o l i t i q u e  f ra n c a i s e , P a r i s , vo 1 .  l ,  p p . 5 3 2 - 3 ) . 
A c t u a l l r , ·He r rTotwasno t h i ns e l f  a Freerna s o n , b u t  w a s  
symp a t h e ': .i c  tm1 a r d s  t h e ;11o vemen t .  I t  may b e  t h a t  t h .i s  
sympat h �  i n f l u e n c e d  h .i m  .i n  adop t ing a moderate at t i tude 
towards th e E s p e r a n t i s t s . Howeve r ,  there w e r e  o t h e r  
c o n n e c ti o n s . L i k e  P r i va t ,  H e r r i e t  w a s  a memb e r  o f  the 

1 Li gue des drei t s  de 1 1 !1or.:.-:1e ' (a nomi n a 1 1y revol :1t i o n a r y  
party founded i n 1 8 9 8 ) . The re i s  n o t  doubt t h a t  he was 
g e n e r a l 1 y  regarded a s  p e r s o n a 1 ly favo u r a b l e  towa r d s  E s ­
p e r a n t o  ( re f : E s p e r a n t o , n o . 2 6 6  ( 1 0 ) , O c t o b e r  1 9 2 2 ) . 

2 .  P r � v a t  p e r s ona 1 1 y  v i s i t e d  H e r r i e t  and g o t  h i s  p r omi s e  
t o  revo l ; e B e r a 1·d ' s  e d i c t ( r e :" :  Ce n t ra 1-: omi tato d e  l a  
E s ? e r a n t o  �ovado , Deks e s a  Unive r s a l a  Kon a r e s o  de E s � e ranto , 
( V i eno i t  · l iJ Aug u s te , 1 9 2 �) Gen'e v e , 1 9 2 4 , ( 1 6 th U n i v e r s a l  

E s p e r a rr  ·· ) Co:-. n r e s s ) . 
· 
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S c i e n c e  ( among them , Sebert ) and w a s  organ i z e d  by the 

I nt e r n a t i o n a l S c i e n c e  A s s o c i a t io n . Not b y  chanc e , the 

p a s t president of the l atter a s s o c ia t ion was General 

S e be r t , and i ts current pres ident Ro l le t  d e  l ' I s le , who 

a l so h e aded the French Soci e ty for the P ropaganda o f  

E s p e ranto . 

The Confe rence w a s  ve ry we l l- a t t e nd e d  by repres e nt a -

t i v e s  o f  2 3 0  s c i er.t i f i c  and techn i c a l  s o c i e t i e s  o f  3 7  

c oun t r i e s .
1 

Among the d e l egates
2

, w e r e  repre s e n t at.ives 

of the F r e n c h  Minist.ries for Techn i c a l  Educa t i o n , Avia-

tion and !1e teoro logy . An announcement. 1vas made a t.  the 

conference by the French gove rnme n t  that France would 
. ' 

recogn i z e  Espe ranto as a c l e a r  l anguage f o r  p o st a l , t e l e �  

graphic and radio commun i c a t ion . 
3 

The Con ference i t s e l f  

e xpres se d  t h e  w i s h  that the Le ague Commi t t e e  o f  I n t e l le c tu a l  

l .  E .  Durran t , op . c i t ;  p .  9 6 . 

2 .  Amon g the del egates 1vere repr e s entati ves from the 
C h i n e s e  Mi n i s try of Educat ion , the Span i sh Mi n i s tr i e s  of 
Educ a t i o ri a n c1 �li l i t a r y  Av i a t ion , the numo n i an !>lin i s t.ry of 
Cornme r c e  und Inc1u s tr y ,  t!1e Czech �·;inis try of Commerce 
and Tour i s m  ( A . P i t l i k , a C zech E s pe ru n t i s t ) , the I t a l i a n  
Min i s try for Naval A f fa i r s  (Albe rte A l e s s i e l , the D u t h  
Mi n i s t ry of Education ( J . W .  S evenh u i j s en ) , t h e  Dulgarian 
Me teorlogical I n s t i tute , the I n ternational D i b l i ographi­
c a l  I n s t i t u t e  ( o f  wh i c h  General Sebert had been Pres ident ) ,  
the Bri t i s h  and 1\me rican A s s o c i a t i o n s  for t h e  Adva n c e ne n t  
o f  S c i e n c e , and t h e  German League o f  S c i e n t i f i c  and Tech­
n i c a l  As s o c i a t i o n s . 

3 .  l a  Nouve l l e P a r i s , 1 7 . 5 . 2 5 .  
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C o - o p e r a t i o n  rnake u s e  o f  E s pe r a n t o , p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  s c i e n t i -

f i c  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  m a t t e r s , a n d  th a t  f o r  t h i s  purpo s e , the 

Commi t .':e e  a c c e p t  the c o l l ab o r at i on of the E s p e r a n t o  S e i e n-

t i f i c  A s s o c i a t i o n , cre a t i n g  H i th i n  the Conmü ttee a Bureau 

of E s pe rc.nto . As a Cormn i t t e e  of I n t e l l e c t u a l  Co -ope r a t i o n  

was n o t  b o u n d  by t h i s  re� o l u t io n , i t  was n e v e r  acted upon . 

Hol-leve r ,  t a k i n g  the ma i n  a i m  o f  the C o n f e r e n c e  to be favour-

a b l e  pub l i c i ty , it 1-1a s a s uc c e s s .  The s e cend Con f e re n c e , 

on the ' Us e  of E s p e ranto i n  Comme rce a n d  I n dus try ' ,  too 

was both we l l -publ i c i z e d  a n d  1-le l l - a t t e n de d . I t  was o f f i c i a l -

l y  s p cn s o re d  b y  the P a r i s  Chamb e r  o f  Comrne rc e , w h i c h  o n l y  

t w o  y e a r s  previ o u s l y  h ad b e e n  d i s s ua d e d  f rom s p o n s o r i n g  a 

s imi lar c on fe r e n c e , due to gove rnmen t  o ppo s i ti o n .
1 

The 

Con fe re n c e , p r e s i d e d  by And r� B a u d e t  ( t h e n  T r e a s urer of 

the Paris Chamb e r  of Cor:une rce ) , i n c luded r e p r e s e n t a t ives 

1 .  ( E .  Durran t , the La n c;uaae Problem , o p . c i t ; p .  9 3 ;  
a n d  L .  C o u r t i n a t , H 1 s t o r 1 o  d e  E s p e ra n to , o r  the H i s tory 
o f  E s p e r a n to , v o l . 2 ,  p .  5 1 5 ) . The 1 923 C o n fe r e n c e  h a d  
t h e n  t·e en h e l d  i n  Ve n i ce u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  the l e s s  
p r e s t i g o u s  I t a l i an Ch arr. l:er  o f  C or::Jn e r c e  i n  SHi t z e r l a n d .  
The ma i n  r e s o l u t .i on p a s s e e: b y  t h e  Con f e re n c e , r e c o r,ne nd­
.ing the .i n t ro c: u c t ion o: E: s p e rarlto .i n t o  a l l  com<l'!e r c i a l  
s c hoo l s , '•la s  propo s e d  b y  t h e  P a r i s  Ch a mb e r  o f  Cormnerc e . 
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from 1 0  gove rnme n t s , 1 7 1  Chambers o f  Con�erce and I n d u s ­

t r i a l  corpo r a tion s ,  1 4  f a i r s , and 2 0 8  fi rms . 1 

I n  Augus t o f  1 9 2 5 , the U . E . A .  o rgan i z e d  y e t  another 

Con fe rence , t h i s  t ime i n  Geneva under the aegis o f  the 

Swi s s  Fede r a l  Pos t a l  a n d  Rai l road Dep a rtme n t . The League 

i ts e l f  was repre s e n te d , o n  the i nv i t a t ion o f  the Swi s s  

Federal Departme n t  o f  External A f fa i r s .
2 

This C o n f e r e n c e , 

too , r ecommended E s p e ranto as a ' c l e a r  l anguage . '  The s e  

· co n fe re n ces , w i t h  th e mod i f i e d  a t t i tude o f  t h e  French 

gove r nme n t , \,•ere n o  do ubt the p e r s uading factors i n  the 

recogn i t ion of E s p e ranto by the International Te l egraph 

Union , f i na l ly in October 1 9 2 5 ,  i n  P a r i s .
3 

Tha t  s ame 

year , Privat made use o f  t h i s  recommendation t o  found 

Rad i o - Ge neva , w i th w e e k l y  radio broa d c a s t s  in E s pe r a n t o .
4 

1 .  E .  Dr e z e n , An a l i z a  h i s to r i o  de Esoeranto movado (Analv­
tic H i s tory of the E s pe ranto l lovemen t: op . c � t ;  p .  7 4

-
.
----

2 .  Ac cording to a l e tter from the Swi s s  Federal Depart­
ment o f  External A f fa i r s , to the League Secreta r i a t , 
Hay 2 7 ,  1 9 2 5 , League Rec��ds , 1\ <1 2 9 1 , f i le 2 3 5 1 6 , Geneva . 

3 .  Already i n  1 9 2 1 , B ra z i l  and C ze chos lovak i a  h a d  p roposed 
to the I n t e rn a t i on a l  T e l egraph Union that i t  o f f i c i a l ly 
p e rmit t h e  u s e  o f  E s p eranto a s  a c le ar l anguage in i n t e r ­
n a t i on a l  communi ca t i o n s . T h e  propo s a l  h a d  been narrm1ly 
d e feated by 1 3  to 1 1 . 
4 .  A l i c e  Ri vn z  e t  a l ; ' Edmond P r ivat ' ,  Revue Neuch�t e lo i s e , 
no . 4 3 - 4 4 , s ur :une r - a utumn 1 9 6 8 , p .  7 9 . 
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Me th o d s  o f  E s c e ra n t i s t  P e r s ua s i o n  

E s p e ra n t i s ts H e n t  t o  gre a t  l e n g t h s  to p ro mo t e  E s p e r -

a n t o  a n d  t o  p r e s s  f o r  i t s w i de s p r e a d  a d o p t i o n . T h i s  H a s  

done d i r e c t l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  E s p e r an t o  l a nguage 

c o u r s e s  a n c  t h r o ugh the p ub l i c a t i o n  o f  E s p e r a n t i s t  j ourn a l s  

a n d  p a mp h l e t s . To r e a c h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  numb e r  o f  p e o p l e , 

th e s e  E s � · ra n t i s t  j o u r n a l s  u s ua l l y  con t a i n e d  p a r a l l e l  E s -

p e r a n t o  an d n a t i o n a l  l a nguage t e x t s . The U n i ve r s a l  

E s p e r a n t o  C o n g re s s e s  the2s e l ve s , w i th t h e i r  u s e  o f  E s p e r -

a n t o  a s  a wo r k i ng l a nguage , h a d  g r e a t  p r o p a g a n d a  v a l ue . 

In a d i s c u s s io n  on E s pe ranto by t h e  F i f t h  Commi t t e e , t h e  

F i n n i s h  d e l e g a t e , Mr . Vo i o nma a ; p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  h i s  gov-

e r n me n t  h a d  been mo s t  impre s s ed by t h e  p r a c t i c a l i ty o f  

E s p e ra n t o  f o r  i n te r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  by t h e  1 9 2 2  Un i -

1 E 
. 

1 . k '  1 v e r s a  s pe r an t o  Con9re s s  � n  l l e  s � n - � . 

One m i g h t  a d d  t h a t  th e s i t e s  o f  th e s e  a n n u a : .  Cong r e s s e s  

H e r e  n o t  a c c i d e n t a l . T h e  1 9 2 2  c o n g re s s , f o r  e x amp l e , was 

h e l d  at H e l s i nk i ;  both to r e c o g n i z e the s up p o r t  w h i ch the 

Finn i sh s t a te had a l re a d y  given E s p e r a n t o  and t o  p e r s uade 

the gover n me n t  t h a t that support s h o u l d  c o n t i n ue . 

I n ; a d d i t i o n  to d i r e c t  approa c h e s  to sympa t h e t i c  o r g a n i -

z a t i on s ! s uc h  a s  t h e  L e a g u e  o f  N a t i o n s  Un i o n  o r  t o  p o l i ti c i a n s  

1 .  Lear · . .  i e  o f  X a t i o n s , T '1 i 1·d As s e r.b l y , L e a a u e  ?.e r·_ o r d s , f i fth 
Cornmi t t1 " ,  '-l in utes of the 5 t h  1-le e t i n g s , S e p t e rr.b e r  1 3 ,  19 2 2 ,  
A . V . /P . r . S . 1 9 2 2 .  



- 1 1 2 -

l ik e  Lord Rob e r t  C e c i l ,  l e s s  ove r t  appe a l s  1-1ere enco;Jrage d .  

Various Esperanto p r e s s  c l ubs and p ropaganda Co�� i t te e s  

s uc h  a s  t h e  French Socie ty f o r  t h e  Propagation o f  E s p e ra n to , 

urged at mee t i ngs , by l e t te r ,  a n d  i n  E s peran t i s t  j ourna l s , 

t h a t  i nd i v i du a l  E s p er a n t i s t s  1-1 r i te to newspape rs , loca l 

p o l i t i c i an.s , t01vn pub l i c i  ty o f f i c e s  and tou r i s t  boards , 

radio s o c i e t i e s , educat i o n  autho r i t ie s ,  memb e rs o f  Charr.be r s  

o f  Comme r c e , Rotary C l ub s  o r  Nas en i e  orde rs , t o  a n y  i n ­

f l ue n t i a l  pub l i c  f i gu r e  i n  f a c t , to i n form them o f  t h e  

moveme n t ' s  progre s s  a n d  t o  r e qu e s t  th e i r  support as a n  

a i d  to peace , trave l , e ducat ion and c omme r c e . 

I n  t h i s  way , c omme r c i a l  f i rms w i t h  i n te rnational bus i ­

n e s s  and ma j o r  t r a d e  f a i r s  s u c h  a s  thos e o f  P a r i s , Lyon s , 

Frankfur t , or Leip z i g ,  were p e r s ua d e d  to make some u s e  

o f  E s p eianto f o r  i n te rn a t i o n a l  cor�espondence and adve r ­

t i s i n g .  F o r  the bus i n e s sme n  a r r a n g i n g  t h e s e  f a ir s ,  t h i s  

was a pragma t i c  m e a n s  o f  reaching as many people as 

po s s ib l e . For the Espe ranti s t s , i t  me a n t  further adve r ­

t i s i n g  o f  the l an guage . 

Techni c a l  conferences were a l s o  used to bring a t te n ­

t ion to E sp e ranto . For e xamp l e , t o  convince b u s i n e s smen 

t o  g i ve greater cons i de r a t i o n  t o  the use of Esperanto , the 

I ta lian Ch amber o f  Comme rce for S1·1i t z e rland c a l l e d  a con­

ference i n  1 1! 2 3 , to d i s c u s s  the adoption o f  one common 
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l angu � g e  for co rcu":le r c i a l  purpos e s . Over 2 ,  5 0 0  i nv i  t a t i o n s  

w e re s e n t  o u t  by t h i s  Cha!l'b e r  o f  Cor.une r c e .
1 

I t  is i n t e re s t i n g  to n o t e  that though t h e  I t a l i an 

Char.b e r  o :  Co!T\JT,e r c e  was t h e  o f f i c i a l s po n s o r  o f  the c o n -

f e r e n c e , : i t  w a s  P r i v a t  l·.'ho h a d  propo s e d  t o  t h e  I t a l i an 

Ch amb e r  o f  Comme rce f o r  Sw i t z e r l and t h a t ,  in v i e w  o f  the 

League m o t i o n  for t h e  p ra c t i c a l  use of E s p e r a n to in t e l e ­

graph commu n i c a t i on s , i t  ho l d  a techn i c a l  c o n f e r e n c e .
2 

( P r iv.-t t  even h a d  t h e  P a r i s  Chamb e r  o f  Comm e r c e  s e nd a s up-

p o r t i n g  l e t t e r  to t h e  I t a l i a n  Chamb e r  of Comme r c e  for Slv i t ­

z e r l an d
3

1 .  Like a n y  wi s e  p r e s s ure p o l i ti c i a n , P r iv a t  a l -

ways t r i e d  to maxim i z e  t h e  appearanc e o f  o f f i c i a l  s upport . 

Al though i h e  h i rns e l f  \V a s  a p rominent member o f  t h e  E s p e r-

anti s t  moveme n t , he a p p e a r e d  a t  i n t e rn a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  

i n  a n  o f f i c i a l  capac i t y , w h e t h e r  a s  a de l e g a t e  o f  t h e  c a n -

t o n  o f  G e n e va , o r  o f  t h e  P e r s i a n  d e l e ga t i o n  a t  tt e League . 

N e\Vs coverage f o r  s uc h  eve n t s , i t  might be a dd e d , H a s  

t h e n  s o u g h t  n o t  o n l y  by p r o v i d i n g  j o urn a l i s t s  H i th i n forma t i o n  

1 .  From : 3  l e t t e r  by P r i v a t  to E .  S t e t t l e r ,  Jan . 2 8 , 
1 9 2 3 , P r i v a t  Pap� r s . 
2 .  From a l e t t e r  bv P r i v a t  i n  French to t h e  I t a l i a n  
Chilmb e r  o f  Comne r c e

. 
f o r  S•.-: i t z e r l a n d , O c t . 9 ,  1 9 2 3 ,  a n d  b y  

the Ch aral:· " r  to P r i v a t , Oc t .  2 9 ,  1 9 2 3 , P r iv u t  P a o e r s . 

3 .  Fr on. 3. copy o f  a l e t t e r  i n  French by the French Chara­
b e r  of Co 11'"-:-. � r c e  to the I t a l i an C huwb e r  of Comme r c e  f o r  
SHi t :  t · l a :> c1 ,  Oc t .  2 3 ,  1 9 2 4 , P r i v a t  P a oe r s . 



- 1 1 4  -

on wh i c h  a r t i c l e s  e o u l d  be ba s e d , but a l so by Esperan t i s t s  

thems e lve s eontribut i ng anonyma u s  a r t i e le s .
1 

P r i va t , i n  p a r t i e ul a r , had a s tong appre c i ation o f  

the va l u e  o f  good pub l i e i ty . " The newspape r s  are o f  in­

f i n i t e l y  greater i mportanee than the e o n fe renee i t s e l f . •
2 

I n  Sep temb e r  1 9 2 1 , when P rivat gave a f orma l break f a s t  

i n  h onour o f  the League s p o n s o r s  o f  the r e s o l u t i o n  o n  

E s p e r a n to , h e  a l s o  i n v i t e d  the d i re e t ion o f  the Swi s s  

T e l e gr aph i e  Ageney , a sk i n g  h im t o  i n fo rm t h e  ma j o r  news 

s e r v i e e s  of the mee t i n g  wi thout any mention of Privat ' s  

n ame . He e xp la ined to Gene r a l  Sebert t h a t  t h i s  1va s  to 

g ive the pub l i c  the i mp re s s ion that imp o r t an t  men 1ve r e  

0 
h 0 

3 
sponsor 1 ng t e 1 r  eaus e . 

P r i v a t ' s  t a l e n t  fo r Drehe s t r a t i n g  s upport f o r  Es-

peranto , s o  th a t  it appe ared mueh s t renge r than w a s  o ften 

the c a s e , s ometimes baek fi red . At the e n d  of 1 9 2 3 , for 

e xamp l e , Albert Themas a c e u s e d  Privat o f  m i s l e ad i n g  him 

1 .  Privat , for examp l e , wro te a r t i e l e s  on Esperanto for 
the Journal C'.e Ceneve , s i gned only by ' P '  ( re f :  ' Le 
Cong�s d ' E s p e ranto , '  Jo �::rn�l�0ene

.�_ , 1\ugu s t  2 5 ,  1 9 2 1 .  

2 .  From a l e t t e r  i n  F reneh b y  P r ivat t o  1\ndr& Daude t ,  
Feb . 1 8 , 1 9 2 5 ,  Privat Pape r s . 

3 . From a l ette r in Freneh by Privat to S e be r t , September 
2 9 , 1 9 2 1 ,  P r i vat Papers . 
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as to they sympathies o f  delegates to a recent Labour Con-

fercnce , and conc l uded that a j oint  Labour-Esperantist  

conference would be a dead l e t ter . 1 

Wh i l e  Privat never succeeded i n  e s tabl ishing  any Es-

per anti sts  within  the  League , other than  himse l f ,  the 

support o� League dele gates l ike  Lord Robert Cec i l , Henri 

La fonta ine  or Eduard Benes added to the irnpact o f  the 

Es peranto pres sure group . Benes , for example , not only 

gave advice to Privat on tac tics  to fol low in the League , 

but pe rsonally lobbied for the Esperanto cause . 2 

Nevertheles s ,  whatever their personal feelings about 

Esperanto , prominent League delegates s uch as Cec i l  or 

Ben e s  seemed unprepared to pursue the ques tion of l anguage 

to wha t  r i ght be the detriment of the League itse l f .  I t  

i s  there�ore regrettabl e  that a c aucus o f  sucporters o f  
Esperanto could not have been formed within the League . 

Not only could such a c aucus have exerted greate � influence 

1 .  From a letter in  French by Albert Themas to Privat , 
December 1 2 ,  1 9 2 3 ,  Privat Paoe rs . 

2 .  " 1-lr . Benes t h i n k s  i t  Hould  be imprudent to bring up 
. . .  ( the t = esolution in favour of Esperanto) . . .  be fore being 
a s s u r c d 1 o f a l a rge e ough fo l l oHing  . . . I a m  redoubling 
vi s i ts and hc himsel i s  speak i n g  of it to his friends , "  
re f :  from a letter n French by P rivat to  General Sebert , 
Dec . 7 ,  1 9 2 0 ,  Privat Papers . 
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on unconuni t t e d  d e l e ga t e s , but i t  might h ave foc u s e d  c m d  

s tr e ng t h e n e d  t h e  i n d iv i d u a l  s uppor t o f  s ympa th e t i c  member s .  
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l\s s e s s ne n !: 

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to correctly we igh the s u c c e s s  o f  

va r i o u s  E s p e r a n ti s t  e f fo r t s . I n  o n e  i n s ta nc e , P r ivat 

s en t  � c o py of the p amph l e t  ' Why I am a n  E s p e r a n t i s t ' to 

the F r e n ch h i s to r i an , Alpha n s e  Aul a rd , a n d  asked for Au-

l a r d ' s  S U?po r t . Aulard wrote back a f r i end ly l e t t e r ,  say-

i n g  howe � ! r  that h e  was a l r e ady in support of a n  i n te r ­

n a t iona l : l angua ge - - Frenc h . 1 Ye t ,  the f o l lO\·ring y e a r , 

Au l a rd was a member of the F i fth Con ference o f  the Union 

of A s s o c i ::� t i on s  for the Le a que of Nations whi c h  recomm­

ended the i mmed i a t e  i n troduc tion o f  E s p e r anto i n to s choo l s . 2 

·1-!oHeve r , \i'h e th G r  the de l uge o f  League delegates by 

s uc h  pam�� l e t s  h a d  any d ir e c t  e f fe c t , i s  que s tionab l e . 

Even more doub t f u l  was the p r ac t ic a l i ty o f  deputations and 

p e t i t ions t o  the League by the E s p e r a nt i s t s  therns e l ve s . 

On J e n e  2 6 , 1 9 2 2 ,  l'i'i l l iam Page o f  the B r i t b h  Esper-

a n t i s t  A � � o c i a t i on , s e n t  the League a p e t i t i on s 1�ned by 

1 7 5 8  ' i n f i u e n t i a l  peop l e ' on beha l f  o f  Esperanto . There 

Has n o  re spon s e . As for E s pe ra n t i s t  depu t a t i on s , they 

l .  Fromi a l e tter i n  French by A .  Aulard to P r i va t , July 
1 4 , 1 9 2 0 , P :: ivat Pape r s . 
2 .  Courf · : e r d e  Gen �ve , June 1 0 , 1 9 2 1 .  
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were inva r i a b l y  g r a c i o u s l y  r e c e i ve d , and they obta ined a s  

much a s  deputa tions u s u a l l y  do - - t h a t  i s , noth i n g . As 

a group , tsperant i s t s  proved mos t  s uc c es s ful w it h . t h e  

L eague , when they worked i n d i r e c t l y  t hrough other i n t e r e s ts 

s uch as the P a r i s  Chamb e r  o f  Conune rce , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Red C�os s ,  o r  t h e  Le a gu e  �f Nations Union . Un f 6 r tun a te l y , 

t h e  movement wa s n o t  s t reng enough to e f fec t ively l i nk 

the i r  own intere s t s  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  s uc h  group s . 

One mus t not over l ook t h a t  the s trength o f  t h e  move ­

ment Has n o t  a ugmented by i ts g:r:eate s t - s upporte r -- Germany . 

Though Germans w e r e  by f a r  t h e  l arge s t. national s uppor te:.rs 

of E s p e ranto , Ge rmany h a d  b e e n  d e f e ated i n  World IVar I ,  

and was then barred from t h e  Le a gu e . Had Ge rmany then 

b e e n  a member of the League , the Espe ranto p r e s sure 

group might have been much mor e  e f fe c t iv e . 
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I n t e r n a ! P r o b l ems 

L i n g u i s t i c  D i � fe r e n c e s  

Ano t h e r  ma j o r p r o b l e rn  w a s  t h e  t e n d e n c y  o f  d i s s a t i s f i e d  

l i n g u i s t s  t o  l e ave t h e  noveme n t  a n d  s up p o r t  a n o t h e r  a u x i l i -

a r y  l a n gu a ge ,  o r  t o  g o  o f f  a n d  i nv e n t  t he i r  own . T h i s  n o t  

o n l y  mea � t  i n t e r n a l  d i v i s i o n  a n d  t h e  l o s s  o f  s uc h  l e a d e r s  

a s  Lo u i s  de B e a u f ro n t ,  O t t o  0e s p e r s o n , o r  Co u r t u r e t ,  b u t  

a l s o  t h e  l o s s  o f  c r e d i b i l i ty w i t h  the g e n e r a l  po p u l a c e . 

T h i s  w a s  a f a c t o r  F r a n c e  u s e d  to h e r  advantage , even t o  

t h e  p o i n t  o f  c ove r t l y  s uppo r t i n g  Ido , E s p e r a n to ' s  r i val 

a t  th� Le a gu e . 

F i n a n c e s  

T o  s u s t a i n  t h e  Espe r a n t i s t  camp a i g n  a t  t h e  Lea gue , 

mo ney w as n e e de d  to pub l i s h t r a c t s  and p e r i o d i c a l s , r e p o r t s  

and d o c urne n t a t i o n  o f  = s p e r a n t o ' s  progr e s s .  The s e  h a d  t o  

b e  d i s tr i h u t e d  n o t  o n l y  t o  L e a g u e  d e l e g a t e s  a n d  o f f i c i a l s ,  

but a l s o  t o  o th e r  s �e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  s uc h  a s  the 

I n t e :· � a t io n a l R e d  C r o s s ,  as we l l a s  to n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  

a n d  a d mi n i s t r a t ive l e a d e r s  who m i q h t  p r e s s  t h e  Le a g u e  t o  

suppor t  h i s  c a u s e . l!oweve r ,  l i k e  mo s t  p r e s s u r e  g r o u p s  

w i t h o u t : t h e  comfo r t i n g s u p p o r t  o f  ves t e d  p o l i t i c a l  o r  

comme r c t  3 1  i n t e r e s t ,  t h e  E s p e r a n t o  movement w a s  p l a gued 

by l a c k  of mo�ey . Me t�cds o f  f i n an c i n g  w e re hapha z a r d , 
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d e p e n d e n t  upon d o n a t i on s ,
1 

memb e r s h i p  d u e s , beque s t s ,
2 

and 

r e sporl s e s  t o  app e a l s  i n  t ime s o f  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s . The 

i nt e r n a l  d i v i s io n  and d i f fu s e  o r g an i z a t i o n  o f  the movemen t  

d i d  n o t  add t o  i ts f i na n c i a l  s t ab i l i ty . 

1 .  F o r  i n s tance , S e b er t , w i t h  a w e a l thy b l i n d  f r i end , 
D r .  Java l � had f inanced t h e  Par i s  C e n t r a l  O f f i c e , head­
q u a r t e r s  o f  the Language Conuni t te e  a n d  o f  t h e  Congres s  
O r g a n i z i n g  Corruni t te e . 

2 .  H e c t o r  Hod l e r , for e x amp l e , l e f t  money to the Univer­
sal E s peranto A s s o c i a t i on i n  his wi l l .  Though the s um 
was n o t  i n c o n s i d e r a b l e  ( Ho d l e r  was h e i r  to the Swi s s  
p a i n te r ,  F e r d i nand Hodl e r ) , i t  was s o o n  e a ten u p  by 
pub l i s h i n g  c o s t s . 
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Internal �roble�s 

By 1 9 2 0 , the novenent h ad a ttracted an  im:_:Jress ive 

nu��er of people , partic ula rly i n  Ge rmany , B r i t a i n , 

France a�d C z e c h o s l o v ak i a . Nevertheless , i t  would be  

misleading  to l o o k  o n l y  a t  the s ta t i s t ics , and  to assurne 

tha t t h i s  meant  they were a l l  active ly concerned with  

international  adoptio� of  the 1 a nguage . The move ment 

inc1uded n o t  o n 1 y  1 ingui stic  pur i s t s  more concerrt� d  

abou.t whether to  have ' _u j o ' or  ' io ' at  t h e  e n d  o f  coun­

t ry ' s  names , but a 1 a rge n ur.>� e r  of peop1e main1y see!;:ing 

soci� l  outlets . Like Le g i o n centers , Esperantist  clubs 

were very amic a 1  places to me e t peop l e  o f  like  sentiments . 

St�p-Bavi t z , for ins tance , tells  us that Esperantist  

g r o u p s  d; so acted  as a sort  of  travel  agency , a rranging 

trips t o  various coun tries , whether to attend EE 1erantist  

congr e s s 0 s , o r  f o r  purely tour i s t  reasons . 1 

I n  · a dd i t ion , many Esperanti s t s  cheri shed unrea l i s ti c  

expectat ions as  t o  th e i n t e n t i o n s  and powers o f  t h e  League , 

be lie�ing for example , that ' by the adop ti on o f  the Thi rd 

As serr.b ly a rcd  the public 2.tion  o f  the Repor t  o f  the Secre­

tariat o � E s p e r an to , the Le ague of Nations has p laced 

that l al� ·;a ce in a coi�c-rca ndi ng posi tion as the international 

l .  C .  I :;':) - 3 a '.•j_ t z , :C a  ?so eran to -�o\· c. co ,  Oslo , p .  8 9 . 
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a u x i l i a r y  l anguage , and i t  i s  o n l y  a que s t i o n  o f  t i�e 

b e fo r e  i t  is taught in a l l  schoo l s  o f  the wor l d . 1 

A l s o , though Esperan t i s t  l ea d e r s  were o ften e x c e p t i o n -

a 1 l y  lve l l -e ducated men ( A  s igni f i c a n t  numb e r  1ve r e  p r o fe s s ­

i o n a l  educato r s
2

} ,  Espe ranto d i d  n o t  s u c c e e d  i n  attract-

ing e no ugh p eo p l e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  comrni t t e d  o r  s u f f i c i en t 1 y  

we l l -p l a�e d  t o  promot e  t h e  movemen t .  As P r i v a t  mourned ,  

" th e  inte l le c t u a l s  approve , but do not l e arn ( th e  l angu­

a g e } " . 3 Sympa th i z e r s  l ike Lord Ceci l ,  Henri La fon t a i n e , 

Bene � , Albert Themas or I n a z o  Ni tob� a f f e re d  s ome suppo r t , 

but d i d  not l e a rn the l anguage . 

Thu s , P r i v a t  rema ined the o n l y  E s p eranti s t  a c t i ve 

d i re c t l y  w i thin the League . Th i s  w e a kn e s s  h e l p e d  f r u s t r a t e  

any a t t empt to organ i ze an Esp er anto caucus w i t h i n  the 

League . Such a group , however smal 1 ,  might have a l l i e d  

w i th other i n t e r e s t  groups within the Le ague to pursue 

comrnon goa l s . 

1 .  F rom the e d i to r i a l , In terna t i o n a l Langu a ge , vo l .  1 ,  
no . 1 0 , O c t . 1 9 2 4 , p .  2 0 9 .  
2 .  Car1o Bour 1e t , an e a r 1 y  di rector o f  propa ganda , was 
a pro f e s s or o f  mathe�a t i c s  a t  the Cons e rva t o i re d e s  
a r t s  e t  me t i e r s . The oph i 1 e Ca r t , P r e s i d e n t  o f  the E s ­
peranto Language Com.rn i t t e e , w a s  a p ro fe s s or o f  G e rman 
l i terature at the Lyce'e 1-ienri IV i n  Pa r i s . Emi l e  B o i r a c , 
Pr e s i de n t  o f  the E s p e ranto Aca �emy was a ph i l os ophe r and 
rector o f  the Unive rs i ty o f  Grenob l e . Privat h i rns e l f  
taugh t a t  the Unive r s i ty o f  Geneva . 

J . . From a l 2 t te r in French by P r i va t  to S e b e r t , Feb . 1 ,  
1921 , .  Privat Papers . 



- l 2 3 a  -

The Ro o t s  o f  E s o e r a � t o , Na t i o n a l i s m a n d  L a n g uage S u 9 p re s s io n  

E s pe r a n to i s  r o o t e d  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m .  Z amenho f ,  

t h e  c r e a t o r  o f  E s p e r a n t o , b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  

E s p e r a n t o , a n e u t r a l  wor l d  l a n g u a g e  wo u l d  l e a d  t o  i n te r -

n a t i o n a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  b r o th e r h o o d . 

Th i s  i d e a l  i s  c l o s e l y r e l a t e d  to p a c i f i s m ,  a n d  wi th 

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  u n r e s t  and � a r s  o f  the e a r l y  twe n t i e th c e n -

t u r y , c ti l rn i n a t i n g  i n  the F i r s t  Wo r l d  Wa r ,  m o r e  a n d  mo r e  

p e o p l e  w e r e  a t t r a c t e d  to E s p e r a n t o  a s  a way t o  wo r l d  

p e a c e . ' O ft e n nem:) e r s  o f  t h e  E s pe r a n t o  mo veme n t ,  s u ch 

as H e c t o r  Hod l e r  o r  Edmond P r i va t , a l s o  b e l o n g e d  to 

p a c i f i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

Th e uph e a v a l  o f  the F i r s t  Wo r l d  \var f e s t e r e d  s ym;:> a t hy 

t o  E � p e r a n t o  not o n l y  in p a c i f i s ts , b u t  n a t i o n a l i s t s  o f  

s ma l l , w e a k  o r  r e c e n t l y  c r e a t e d  c o u n t r i e s . E s p e r a n t i s t s  

c e n t e n d  t h a t  a l l  n a t i o n s  a r e  e q u a l , t h a t  t h e  l ai q u a g e  

o f  o n e  o tgh t n o t  h ave g r e a t e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n f l ue n c e  

t h a n  t h e  l an guage o f  a n o th e r . I t  w a s  n o t  c o i n c i d e n t a l  

t h a t  E s p e r a n t o  r e c e ived rno s t  o f  i ts s uppor t  a t  t h e  League 

f rom s m� l l , weaker m u l t i n a t i o n a l  c o u n t r i e s ,
1 

f o r  o f  n e c -

e s s i ty ,  t h e s e  c o un t r i e s  w e r e  a l s o  t h e  g re a t e s t  s up;:>o r t e r s  

o f  lt� c o n ce p t  o f  t h e  e q u a l i ty o f  n a t i o n s . 

1 .  S e e  ' Le n g ue Vo t i n g  P a t t e rn ' i n  t h e  Append i x .  
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Howeve r , a n y  n a t i o n  b e l ieving in the supe r i o r i t y  

o f  c e r t a i n  n a t i o n s  o v e r  o t h e r s , i s  i n h e re n t l y  o p p o s e d  

t o  e g a l i t a r i a n  n a t i o na l i sm . F o r  more powe r f u l  n a t i o n s , 

a c c e p t a n c e  of equa l i ty d o e s  n o t  come na tura l ly .  I t  

i s  e a s i e r  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  the w i l l  to domi nate a s  a 

s a c re d  mi s s i o n  to s p r e a d  c u l t ure to na tions l e s s  b l e s s e d . 

Thu s  for t i f i e d , l a r g e  n a t i o n s  r e s i s t  a n y  d im i nu a t i o n  o f  

the i r  po1;·e r , whether by a n  a ttempt a t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  gov­

e r nment or by a propo s e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a ux i l i a r y  l anguage . 

A Powe r rnay , f o r  a l irn i t e d  t i me , l e n d  o f f i c i a l  

s upport t o  E s p e r a n t o . F r a n c e , for i n s t a n c e , f avo ured 

Esperanto during t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ' s  a n d  made Z amenho f a 

menm e r  o f  the Le g i o n  d ' honneu r . Ru s s ia too , s e emed 

to approve dur i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 ' s .  

Howeve r , when the i n t e r e s t s  o f  a g r oup s u c h  a s  t h e  

E s p e ra n t i s t s  c on f l i c t  w i t h  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  s ta t e  

support i n va r i a b l y  turns to oppos i t i on . I n  th i s ,  F r a n c e  

w a s  not a l o n e . In Ru s s i a ,  E s p e r a n t o  was forma l l y for­

b idden i n  1 9 3 3 .  I n  f a c t ,  E s p e r a n t i s t s  were among th o s e  

' an t i - S o v i e t  e l e me n t s ' S t a l i n  h a d  l iquidated i n  t h e  G r e a t  

Purge o f  1 9 3 6 - 3 9 . S t a l i n ' s  o rd e r s  were to e l i mi n a t e  

a n y  groups 1·ii t h  e x t r a - n a t i o n a l  l o y a l  t i e s , " a l l  pe o p l e  

who h a d  l i ved abroad a n d  k n ew b y  t h e i r  own exp e r i e n c e 

the pre -war p e r i o d , a n d  a l l  people who had f r i e n d s  and 
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r e l a t i v e s  l i v i n g  a b r o a d  a n d  ma i n t a i n e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  

w i th t h e n ; t h e  s t a mp c o l l e c t ors and the E s p e r a n t i s t s . "
1 

The e x i s t c n c e  o f  t h e s e  groups , i t  w a s  b e l i eve d ,  d i m i n i s h e d  

c o n t r o l  by t h e  S t a t e , a n d  t h r e a t e n e d  Sovi e t  n a t i on a l i srn .  

I n  Ge rma n y , wh e re E s p e ra n to was mo s t  w i d e s p r e a d , the 

Na t i c n a l S o c i a l i s t p a rty r e p e a t e d l y  warned t h e  n a t i o n  

a g a i n s t  . � s p e r an to , " . . .  t h i s  n a t i o n l e s s  a n d  a n t i - s t a t e  

2 c r e a t i o �  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Jewry . N o t  f o r  n o t h i n g  i s  

th e re a r e s e r:ill l a n c e  b e t\·Jeen t h e  Green S t a r  e mb l e m  o f  

E s p e r a n to a n d  t h e  S o v i e t  badge ( th e  Re d S t a r )  . B e h i n d  

t h e  G r e e n  S t a r  l i e s  contro l by i n t e rna t i o n a l  S o c i a l i s m 

a n d  C ornn"Jn i s m .  "
3 

I n  �'e i n  Kamp f ,  Hi t l e r  h irnse l f  h a d  c a u t i o ne d : "As 

l o n g  as t h e  Je1v does not r u l e  other peop le s ,  he mu s t  

s p e a k  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e s  . . .  a s  soon a s  t h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  in 

h i s  p-:>we r , t h e y  mu s t  a l l  learn a l'lo r l d  l a n gu a g e  ( i . e .  

E s p e r a n t o )  . " 4 
Wh e n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S oc i a l i s t s  a c t u a l ly d i d  come to 

-·r 
p o1-1e r ,  ' t h ey too took i n c r e a s i n g l y  s t o n g  me a s ur e s  a g a i n s t  ·1 

1 .  Quo ted by l U e xander \·7e i s s b e r t , Con s p i ra c y  o f  S i 1 e n c e , 
London , Hami s Hami l to n , 1 9 5 2 ,  p .  5 0 4 , f rom V .  S a d l e r  
a n d  U .  L i n s , op . c i t ;  p .  2 1 2 . 

2 .  Zamenh o f , t h e  a u th o r  o f  E s p e r a n t o , 1-1a s  Jew i s h .  

3 .  Fron a 1 9 2 8  s p e e c h  b y  a Nat ional S o c i a l i s t  o f  the Bav­
a r i an r l r l i ame n t , quoted in Ge rman b y  the Germana E s p e r ­
an t i s t: :  ( B e r l i n , 1 9 3 2 ) , p .  1 3 0 .  
lj .  )\ci -F 
i n  G e u  t n  
i n  L i 1r .1 i s  

li t l e r , �e i n  Kamo t ,  Mu n i c h , 1 9 4 1 ,  p .  3 3 7 , quoted 
1 . l c � o �  � a d l G �  and U l r ick Li n s , A Ca s e S tudy 
i c  I" e r s e c · : t i o n , f r o m  !·!a n ,  Lanquage and S o c i e ty , 
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E s pe ra n t o . I n  1 9 3 5 , the N a t i on a l i s t  Soc i a l i s t  Mini s te r  

o f  Educ a t i o n , Bernhard Rus t ,  decreed t h a t  t o  teach 

E s p e r a n to i n  the Third Re i c h  was h e n c e fo r th i l l e ga l , fo r 

' 'the u s e  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  l anguages s uch as Esperanto weak­

ens the es s e n t i a l  value o f  n a t i o n a l  p e c u l i a r i t i e s . • 1 

L a te r , i n  occup i e d  t e r r i t o r i e s  l i k e  the Ne ther l ands , 

E s p e r an t i s t  organi z at i o n s  were l i qu i d a ted along with 

various o t h e r  c ul tu ra l o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  bodie s . 2 

1 .  Quo ted by F .  Bodme r , the Loom o f  Language , op . c i t ; 
p .  4 6 2 .  
2 .  V .  S a d l e r  and U .  Lins , op . c i t ; p .  2 1 1 . 
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Concl us i on 

Th i s  s t udy may seem to h ave depicted France a s  the 

v i l l a i n , who at c r i t i c a l  momen t s , blocked Lea gue recom-

mendations of E s p e r a n to t o  s ta te s e h e a l s  and prevented 

the ado? tion of the l anguage by the League . Y e t  it i s  

und e n i a b l e  t h a t  France no t1vi ths tanding , Lea gue recorrunend-

ations on school c u r r ic u l a  w e re no t b i nding , and e ve n  had 

they be�n p a s s e d , would h ave received s c a n t  a t tention 

from in�ividual gove rnree n t s . Nor was i t  probab l e  t h a t  

a ma j or i ty of L e a gue d e l e g a t e s  would h a ve voted t o  

a d o p t  a language wh i c h  t h e y  d i d  not unders tand . 

In any c a s e ,  French oppo s i ti on to Esperanto during 

the e a r ly 1 9 2 0 ' s  is  unde r s tandable a s  the reactio n  o f  

a n a t i o n  who fe l t  its interests threa tene d .  A quarter-

centu ry l a te r ,  when the United S t a tes wa s the mo s t  powe r -

ful na t i on H i t h i n  the U.  N . , t h e y  too moved to r 'lock E s ­

peranto . 1 

To concl ude , though Espe ranto did no t a c h i e ve the 

f u l �  in t e rn a t i o n a l a u x i l i ary l anguage recogn i ti on i t  

1 .  I �  1 9 5 3 ,  Hhe n U . N . S . S . C . O .  was con s idering the Es­
perantir' p e t i t i o n  for U . N . E . S . C . O .  sponsor s h ip , the U . S .  
pro t e g� e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  ' no t  appropr i ate . . . because o f  the 
demand[ a l re a dy made on U . N . E . S . C . O .  ' s  r e s ource s . '  
( r e f :  i ·J . S . , D e p a r tme n t  o f  State , Memorandun o f  Esper­

anto i 1  the U . S . A . , d a t e d  J.lay 1 8 , 1 9 5 3 ,  a copy of l·lhich 
Has fo� nd ar � n g  the P r i vat Pape r s , Geneva l . �1ether 
thi s r o· o r c s c :1 t e d  hme rican conc e rn for U . N . E . S . C . O .  or 
fo r na �lonal Ame r i c an in te re s t s i s  debatable . 
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s o ught b e t1ve e n  1 9 2 0 - 1 9 2 5 , E s p e ranto d id e f f e c t i v e l y  shut 

o u t  comp e t i to r s  l ike Ido or I n t e r l ingua , r e c e i ving League 

r e cogn i t i on a s  a ' c l e a r  l anguage ' in te l ecornmun i c a t i o n . 

Howe ver l im i t e d
1

the succ e s s  o f  the E s p e ra n t i s ts a t  the 

Lea gue may b e  c r e d i te d  with g i vi n q  the moveme n t  incen­

t i ve to continue . As r e c e n t ly as 1 9 6 9 , the Unive r s a l  

E s p e ranto A s s o c i a t i on w a s  nomi n a t e d  f o r  t h e  Nob e l  Peace 

P r i z e . 
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0 APPENDIX ! 

. 1 League Vo t1ng Pattern 

Dec . 1 1 , 1 9 2 0  

\s semb 1 y  vote o n  r e c or.�,en­
stion that the League prepare 
report on the teaching  o f  

;peranto )  

1 lgium (La fontaine ) 
·uth Africe ( Cec i l ) 
echo s .lovakia  ( Benes ) 

azil  (Octario ) 
lumbia ( Res treno ) 
ile (Huneeus ) · 

aly ( Scha n z e r )  
ina (We l l ington  Koo ) 
2ia (Mahara j a  o f  

Navangar 
r s i a  ( Zoka-ed-Dovleh ) 

vs 

ne o  ( I-!anotau:< )  
t a i n  (ßarnes ) 

Dec . 1 7 ,  1 9 2 0  

( Second Commi ttee vote 
of 10 to 1 )  

Belgium (La fontaine ) 

China ( Tang  Tsai  Fu )  

Persia  ( Zoka-ed-Dovleh ) 

Denmark  ( Fo rchhamme r )  

VS 

France (Hanotaux) 

Sept . 1 3 , 1 9 2 1  

(As sembly vote on 
resolution that 
the League e�couragc 
the teaching of Es­
peranto and to pre- ' 
pare a report )  

Belgium (La fontaine ) 
South Africa ( Cec i l ) 
Czechos lovak ia 

(Benes ) 

Columb i a ( Res trepo ) 

China (Tang Tsai  Fu )  
India (Haharaj a 

Khen- j ar i )  
Pers i a  ( Zoka-ed-

Do·?leh ) 
Japan (Adatc i )  
Rumania ( Ionne scu )  
Alban ia ( Fan Nol i )  
Finland (Encke l l )  j 
Haiti (Dove t )  I Vene z uela ( E s c a l ant e � 
Poland * ( Askenazy ) i 

* (provi s i ona l l y )  I 

vs 

France 

1 .  T� n ame s of del g a t e s  and countries for or against Esper­
anto � · inco�?lete , o r  the narnes c ould only be obtained when 
they s :med a r e s o lt.2  ion , or spoke out in the Asser:>.b.ly or in 
co::u:ü t ·. �- "' Thu , in sor::e cases , vote resul t s  a re given , but 
n o t  a i 2 t n i l c d  i s t  o :  i-::-:o \'oted hml ,  Also , one mus t reme!.'.ber 
t� u �  � l cg :1 t c s  avoura�lc to�ards Esce ranto �ere not a l�avs 
!".e::-.b c : · o: c c·.�; ttecs ':ot i�g on Esperanto ( i . e .  the Com::littee 
of I:1t  l l c c t-. : :. 1  co-operatio:-1 . )  
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APPEND I X  L-

Vot i n g  P a t t e rn ( Co n t ' d )  

Sept . 1 8 , 1 9 2 2  

( F i fth Co:nmittee vote o f  
1 8  to 8 on a c c e p t a n c e  o f  
the r e s o 1 u t i o n s  o f  the 1 9 2 2  
report o n  the t e a c h i n g  o f  
Esperanto 

South A f r i c a  
C z echos 1ovak ia ( Benes ) 
China ( Chao H s i n  C�u) 
Per s i a  ( Pr iv a t )  
Japan (Ar iyo sh i )  
F i n 1 and ( Voioma a )  

vs 

France ( Reyna 1d ) 
B r i t a i n  ( Coomb e - Te n na n t )  
D e nmark ( For chharnmer ) 
S1·1ed e n  ( LÖ fgre n )  
Norway ( Bonnev i e ) 
P c 1 anc1 ( So�a 1 )  
Ruman ia ( Vaca r e s c u )  
S e r b i a  (Avramovi c )  
Cuba ( d e  Bethancourt )  
B ra z i l  ( Rio Branc o )  

S ep t .  2 1 ,  1 9 2 2  

(As s emb 1y vote o n  
acceptance o f  the 
mod i fi e d  1 9 2 2  repo r t )  

UNAN H IOUS 
ADOPT I ON 

S e p t . 2 1 , 1 9  

(As semb 1 y  vote 
1�hether t o  r e f  
the q u e s t i o n  o 
E s p e ranto to t 
Comrn i t te e  o f  I 
t e 1 l e c tu a 1  Co­
o p e r a t io n ) .  

TIVO 
vs 

TWENTY - S I X  
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Vot i � g  P a t t e r n  ( Cont ' d )  

Aug . 2 ,  1 9 2 3  

(l�i t h i n  the Co::u-:1i ttee o .':  I :1te l lectua1  
Co-operation , o n  rccoi":'c-:lensation o f  
Esperanto ) 

One 

either South A f r i ca (�urray ) 
or , more 1ike1y , 
3pain ( Torres de Quevedo ) 

VS 

�ance (Bergson , Lucha ire ) 
1cnmark ( Forch!' ar:'J".e r )  
�rway ( Bonnevie ) 
witzer and ( Reyno l d )  
c l gium ( D ' Estre e l  

Sept . 1 7 ,  1 9 2 3 

(As semb1y vote on 1,·hether to 
accept French no t i on to adopt 
the report o f  the Cor.�ittee 
of Inte1 1ectua 1 Co-opecation , 
and to  s upport ' 1 iving 
1anguage s , '  as  oppcsed to 
Esperanto ) 

everyone except F rance 

vs 

France 
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Vot i n g  P a t t e r n  ( Cont ' d }  

Sept . 1 9 ,  1 9 2 4  

( S e cond Commi t •: e e  vo te o n  acceptance o f  
E s p e r anto a s  a ' C l e a r  l a n guage ' }  

1 3  9 

Ruma n i a  
C ze c h o s lovak i a  ( Be ne s }  
I t a l y  
C h i n a  ( Tc heou-We i }  
Pe r s i a  ( Pr i va t }  
Japan ( S ugimura } 
F i n l and 
Hungary 
Bulgaria 
Au s t.r i a 
Ho l l and (Haa s }  
Aus t r a l i a  ( Ch a r l t on }  
Ne1v Z e a l and 

vs 

France (Georges Bannet )  
Dri t a i n  ( S i r  Hubert Llewe l lyn Smi th ) 
P o l an d  ( S t ra sburger )  
Bru z i l  (Hontar royos )  
Ven e z u e l a  ( Z ume ta)  

0 

Sep t .  2 0 , 1 9 2 4  

(Ass emb ly vote o n  Acceptar 
of Espe runto C\ S  a ' c lear 
l anguage ' }  

UNANIMOUS 



1 9 0 5  

1 9 0 6  

1 9 0 7  

1 9 0 8  

1 9 0 9  

1 9 1 0  

1 9 1 1  

1 9 1 2  

1 9 1 3  

1 9 1 4  

1 9 1 5  

1 9 2 0  

1 9 2 1  

1 9 2 2  

J. 9 2 3  

1 9 2 1\  
1 9 2 5  
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1 
ATTE:\D.\:\CE .:'..T ':'ES U�IVE?-.5.'-\L E S P E iV\N':'O CONGRE S S E S  

B o u l o g n e - s ur-ner 6 5 8  

Geneva 8 1 8  

C arab r i dg e  6 8 0  

D r e s d e n  1 3 6 8  

B a r c e lona 1 2 8 7  

Wa s h i n gt o n  3 5 7  

Antlverp 1 7 3 3  

C r a cO\v 9 4 6  

B e r n  1 0 1 3  

d e l e g a t e s  

P a r i s  3 7 3 9  d e l e g a t e s  r e g i s -
t e r e d ; t h e  Congre s s  n e v e r  a c t u a 1 1 y  took p l a c e  d u e  to 
t h e  o u t b r e a k  of ll'o r l d  ll'a r I 

San Fra n c i s c o 1 6 3  

the Hague 4 0 8  

Prague 2 5 6 1  

H e l s i n k i  8 2 0  

Nuremb e r g  4 9 6 3  

Vi enna 3 4 0 0  

Geneva 9 5 3  

1 .  F i g m · - s o f  a t t e n � a n c e  t a :  e n  fron Jos e p� W .  D u b i n , 
T!le G t·eer -�' P h i l a � e l ph i a ,  1 9 4 4 , p .  2 7 2 .  
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Memb e r s h i p  i n  the Un i ve r s a l  Esperanto A s s o c i a tion · 

1 9 2 0  1 9 2 1  1 9 2 2  1 9 2 3  1 9 2 4  1 9 2 5  

TOTAL 3 8 9 4  5 5 7 9 , 6 1 8 9  6 3 3 2  8 2 6 5  9 4 2 4  

B r i ta i n  6 7 7  7 0 8  7 1 4  6 5 9  7 2 2  

Ge rmany 4 5 6  7 4 4  9 1 5  8 7 1 1 7 4 1  

Aus t r i a  4 3  1 6 3  1 7 2  1 6 6  2 5 3  

France 4 0 8  4 5 7 4 7 2  4 6 6  5 1 1  

C ze c ho s l ov a k i a  3 2 5  5 3 5  6 3 4  7 9 3  1 0 1 5  

Spa i n  1 9 3  1 9 1  2 2 8  2 2 8  2 7 4  

Ho l l and 1 6 G  2 3 3  2 4 3  2 4 1  2 5 0  

F i n l and 1 4 3  1 4 4  1 6 2  1 6 7  1 4 4  

Po1and 1 3 1  3 1 2  3 4 4  2 3 9  3 11 

S1vi t z e r1and 1 2 5  1 8 9  2 1 (1 2 0 3  2 2 7  

S1veden 1 2 1  1 5 6  1 4 2  1 4 4  1 4 1  

I t a l y  1 0 6  1 6 6  1 6 8  1 7 1  2 2 6  

Hungary 9 5  1 0 9  1<1 4  lt\ 3  1 8 3  

B e 1 g i um 7 2  6 7  7 4  7 7  (l 3  

Denmark 7 1  7 0  7 5  7 7  7 5  

Ruma n i a  8 9 0  1 2 2  2 <1 6  3 8 2  

Europe 3 3 5 0  4 8 7 0  5 4 7 8  5 6 0 3  7 4 1 1  

u . s .  2 4 4  2 6 1  2 4 5  2 1 3 2 6 4  
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Memb e r s h i ?  i n  t � e  Un i ve r s a l  E s p e r a n t o  A s s o c i a t io n
1

( Co n t ' d ) 

1 9 2 0  1 9 2 i  1 9 2 2  1 9 2 3  1 9 2 4  

L a t i n  Arr.e r i c a  8 2  1 2 5  1 1 3  1 1 7  1 3 3  

Au s t r a l i a  5 7  1 2 0  1 9 4  1 1 5  1 4 2  

A s i a  5 4  9 6  1 5 7  2 0 5  2 3 0  

C a n a d a  2 2  2 3  2 4  2 0  2 1  

1 .  ( Un i vc r s a l a  E s p e r a n to - A s o c i o , Kongr e s o  L i b r o , 1 7  
Un i ve r s a l a  K o n g r e s o  d e  E s p e r a n t o , Geneve , 1 9 2 5 ,  8 4  p . )  

1 9 2 5  
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ESPERANT I S T  CENSUS - 1 9 2 6  

D�atr.i n ·g- t h i s  p e r i od , the only a t temp t  a t mak i n g  a comp lete 

census of E s p e r an t i s t s  was i n  1 9 2 6 , by the German E s p e r -

anto I n s t i t u t e . I t  counted a t o t a l  o f  1 2 6 , 5 7 6  a uthen t i c ated 

E s p e r an t i s t s  in over 1 0 0  count r i e s . A breakdown o f  some o f  

i t s  f i gu r e s  s how : 1 

Germany 2 C zechos lova k i a  
Bri t a i n  
Au s tr i a  
Japan 
Ho l l and 
I t a l y  
France 

and by continen t s : 3 

I�urope 
A s i a  
Ame r i c il.  
A u s  t:c a l a s  i a  
A f r i c a  

3 0 , 8 6 8  
8 , 9 6 7  
7 , 8 5 5  
7 , 6 9 6  
6 , 9 0 3  
6 , 6 4 9  
5 , 3 4 1  
5 , 2 3 7  

1 0 9 , 6 9 0  ' 7 , 8 3 2  
7 , 3 3 1 
1 ,  4 1 7  

3 0 6  

1 .  F i gures , qu o t e d  b y  La j o s  Kökeny , V .  B l e i e r  ( e d s ) Enc iklo� 
pedio d e  Es peranto , vol . 2 ,  op . c i t ;  p .  5 1 8  

2 .  The C z e c h  E s peranto A s s o c i a t ion h a d  not cven been 
founded until 1 9 2 0 . Thus , the rise in membership i s  
q u i te s i g n i = i c an t . 

3 o  Figures quoted by E . D .  Durrant , the Lanquage Prob l e � ,  
Herans ga t e  ( En g l a nd ) , p .  1 1 8 .  
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B I BLIOGRl\PHY 

PRH!ARY SOUP.CES 

Manuscripts  

British  Fo re ign O f fice Archive s , F i l e s  o n  Esperanto , 
Public  Re cords O f fice , London . 

Hodle r ,  Hector , Pape rs (Mi sc e l laneous and incomp lete ) ,  
Hector Hodler Library ( the l ib rary o f  the Universal 
Espe :c.E ·1to Associ atior. ) , Rot t e rdam . 

League o f  Na tions Archives , Files  on Esperanto , 
U n i t�d Nations Library , P a l a i s  d e s  N a t i on s , Geneva . 

Priva t , Edmond , Papers , Fonds Edmond Pr i va t , l a  
Bib liotheque de l a  V i ll e , l a  Chaux-de- Fo nd s , Svl i t ­
z e r l a n d . 

Reynold , Gonzague de , Pacers , l a  B i b l i o t h�que 
N a t i o n a l e  Sui s s e , Berne . 
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P RH1ARY S OURCES 

JOURNALS 

The B r i t i s h  Esperanti s t , o f fi c i a 1  mon t h 1 y  of the 
B r � t � s h  E s p e ra n t � s t As s oc ia t i on , Lenden . 

Dai 1 y  He r a 1 d , Lenden , . Labour Pape r , ( fo r  a t ime , t h e  
Herald �n ' Es p e r anto corne r ' e ach Saturday ) . 

E s pe ranto , o ff i c i a 1  mon t 1y o f  t h e  U . E . A . , Geneva . 

Franc e - E spe ranto , P a ri s . ( pub1 i shec1 by t h e  Comm i t. t e e  
o f  F r � e n d s  o f  E s p e r an to , 1 9 1 5 -De c . 1 9 2 4 )  

Germana E s p e r an t i s to , o f fi c i a1 monthly o f  the German 
Esperan ti s t  As s o c � a t i on , D r e s de n . 

International Language , Lenden ( a  rather s ho r t - l ived 
monthly maga z � n e , devoted t o  E s p e ranto , p ub l i sh e d  
1 9 2 4  - 3 1 ) 

!:e Nonde , Pari s . 

Revue des 1 angues mod e r ne s , P a r i s  

Revue Neuch�t e lo i se , Neuch1t te l ,  Slvi.t ze rl<md . 

Le T� n�s , P a ri s . 
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PREF,"Y SOURC E S  

AgoJrti ne , Ldon (rr.e!":"lbe r  o f  the Soci ete i'ranc:;:ais  pour 
l a  propa g a n d e  d e  l ' Esperanto ) , l ' E s p e r a n t o  et la  l u tte 
des  l a n c u e s , Pairs , Imprimerie de l a  Revue Contempora 1 ne , 
pamphlet publ ished under the auspices o f  the Societe 
des Ami s  de L ' Esperanto , November 1 9 2 1 . 1 8  p .  

B r i t i s h  As sociation for the Advancement o f  Science , 
Reqort on an In�ernational Auxi l iary Language , Edin­
bm::·gh , par.1�) h l e t  publl shed by the Assoc latlon , 1 9 2 1 , 
1 7  p .  

Centra Komi tato d e  l a  Esperanto-Movado , Deksesa  univer­
sala Kongreso de Esperanto ( S i xteenth Unlversal  Esper­
anto C o n gr e s s )  (Vleno 6 - 1 4  Auqusto , 1 9 2 4 ) , Geneva , 
publ is: hed by the  Central Committee , ·1 9 2 4 , Deks(pta 
Unive r s a l a  Konare s o de Esperanto ( Seventeenth Un iver­
sal Es oe ranto Eongre s s) , kongresa l lbro , Geneva , 
publ l shed by the Central Comm1 ttee , 1 9 2 5 , 7 3  p .  

Chambre de Commerce Ital ienne pour l a  Suis se , Pour l a  
langue cormnerciale  aux i l iare universe l l e ,  Actes de 
la Con ference 1nte rnat1onale de Chambres de cor.unerce , 
foires d echantil lons  . . .  reun1e � Veni s e , d u  2 au 4 
�v1: 1 l , pamphlet puollSEed by the Chanilier ,  1 9 2 3 .  5 6  p .  

Coutinat , L�on ( a  French l awyer , faunde r o f  the Esper­
ant i s t  group a t  Clermond-Ferrand in  1 9 2 2 }  H i s torio de 
E s p e r a n t o  (Hovado kaj  l i teraturo ) (History o f  Esperanto 
Movemen t  n.nd-Ll terature )-1 887- 1 9 6 0 ,  vo . 2 ( 1 9  . 4 - 1 9 3 3  
( o f  3 vol s . )  Bel lerive-sur-Al lier , Imprimerie rr ,dern e , 
1 9 6 5 , 1 8 1 6 p .  

Couturat , Loui s  ( a  former Esperan t i s t ,  Couturat became 
an I d i s t  in 1 9 0 7 ) , Corrment le5  esp�riln t i s te s  �crivent 
l ' h i s t.oire , Pari s ,  pamphlet  published by th e  delegatioa 
pÖur 1 1  Cl-copt.ion d '  u n e  l angue a m< i l i a r e  international e ,  
1 9 1 0 .  G p .  
Couturat ,  Lou i s  et Leau , L . , H i stoire d e  l a  langue 
univc:> r� o l l e , Pairs , Hilchette , 1 9 0 3 .  5 7 6  p .  
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Dre e n , E .  ( Dre z e n , a L a t v i an cnginee r ,  was f i r s t  P r e s i ­
d e n  o f  the S o v i e t  E spe ra n t i s t  Un i o n  ( Sove tlanda Esper­
ant sta Unigo ) , founded i n  1 9 2 3 ) , Ana l i z a  h i s to r io de 
E s peranto rnovado ( An a l y t i c  H i s tory of the Esperanto 
Movemen t ) , 1 8 8 7 - 1 9 2 8 ,  L e ip z i g ,  Ekre l o , 1 9 3 1 , 9 5  p .  

Drezen , E . , Historie d e  la Mondo l in gvo ( the H i s tory o f  
the Wo r l d  Language) , Leip z i g ,  Ekr e l o , 1. 9 3 1 , 2 4 1  p .  

Esperan t i s ta Centra Otice j o ,  Dekdua Unive rs a l a  Kongreso 
d e  E s peranto ( Twe l ft h  Unive r s a l  Espe ranto Congr e s s  ( ) 
H a g e , 8 - 1 5  Augu s t e  1 9 2 0 , P a r i s , )  p u b l i shed by the Centra l 
O f f i ce , 1 9 2 1 . 1 1 2  p .  

Hod l er , Hector ( founde r o f  the Unive r s a l  Esperanto A s s o ­
c i a t ion and o f  the j ou r n a l  E s p e r an to ) , " la j u s t i c e  
i n ternationa l e  e t  l e  prob l erne de l ' arbitrage , "  l e s  
doc um� n t s  du p rogre s ,  pp . 2 8 1 - 2 9 6 . 

' 
I n s t i t u t  Jean-Jacque s Rous s e a u , E c o 1 e  d e s  S e i e n c e s  de 
1 ' education , Con ference i nt e r n a t i o n a l e  sur 1 ' e n s e i gne­
me n t  d e  1 ' e speranto dans l e s  ec o le s ,  r eu n i e  a u  secretariat 
d e  1a Soc i e t� des Nations du 1 8  a u  20 avri l ,  1 9 2 2 , 

· 

Rappo r t , Gen�ve , I mp r i me r i e  d e  1 a  S o c i e te d e s  N a t i on s , 
1 9 2 2 , 2 7  p .  

I sbruck e r , J . R . G .  ( A  member o f  the E s p e ranto Centra1 
Commi ttee ) ,  H i s t o r i e  kaj orga n i z o  de 1 a  E spe ranto ­
mevade , ( the H 1 s tory and Organiz a t1on o t the-Espera n to 
Move�Ent ) ,  the Hague , C s e h , - I n s ti tute o f  Espetanto , 
1 9 3 2 , 5 1 p .  
Jacob , Hei n z ( an I di s t ) , A P l anned Aux i l i a ry Language , 
London , Dobson Ltd ; 1 9 4 7 ,  1 0 p .  

KBkeny , Laj o s  and V .  B l e i e r  ( e ds . ) ,  Enc i k 1o p e d i o  d e  
Es pe ran to ( En cy c lo p e d i a  o f  E s p e ran t.or�--X\i'oYs:-;-Buda­
pes t ,  Lltt

� r·at ura mondo , J. C) 3 3 - 4 , vo l .  J. , 2 G 8  p . , vo l. 
2 ,  5 9 5  p .  

Lant i , E . , the I·Iorke r s ' Espe ranto 1-!ovemen t , a t rans 1a­
t i o n  o f  ' J. a  l abo r 1 s te>. e s pe r a n t is mo 1 , London , NCLC 
Pub l i sh i n g  Company , 1 9 2 8 ,  2 9  p .  

League o f  Nation s , Records 1 9 2 0 - 1 9 2 5  ( P l enary and Cornmit­
tee ) , Geneva , League of Na t i o n s  Pub.l i c a t i o n  Depa rtreen t .  
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League o �  N a t i on s , I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Lanquaae , Re s o l u t i o n  
2 2  ( p r e s e n t e d  b y  L o r e  Ro o e r t  C e c ll L a f o n t a i n e  a n d  
othe r s  i n s u p p o r t  o f  E s p e r a n to ) , docume n t  A . l 9 4 , 
DecQmber 1 9 2 0 , 2 p .  

L e a g u Q  o f  Na t io n s , t h e  L a n g u a g e  Q u e s t i o n  a n d  t h e  
Lea gu e o �  N a t i o n s , a r e p o r t  by D r . I n a z o  Nitob e , Un d e r  
S Q c r e t a r y - G e n e ra l , Docu�e n t  A . 7 2 ,  1 9 2 1 , X I I ,  S ep t .  1 4 , 
1 9 2 1 , 3 4  p .  

L e a g u e  o f  � a t i o � s , I n t e rn a t i o n a l  L a n g u a g e  Repo r t , 
p r e s e n t c d  by t h e  S e c e n d  Comml t te e , d o c ume n t  2 5 3 :  
2 0 / 4 8 / 2 5 3 .  

League o f  N a t io n s , E s p e r a n t o  a s  a n  I nt e r n a t i o n a l  Aux­
i l i a r y  L a n g u a a e , r e p o r t  of the S e c r e t a r i a t  to the Th i rd 
l\. s s emb 1 y  a s  ame n d e d  by t h e  5 t h  Comm i  t t e e  a n d  a d o p t e d  
o n  S e p temb e r  2 1 ,  1 9 2 2 , d o c ume n t  A .  5 ( 1 ) , 2 4  p .  

L e a g u e  o �  N a t i o n s ,  C omm i t t e e o n  I n t e l l e c t u a l  Co-op­
e r a t i o n , M i n ut e s , G e n e va , J u l y  2 6 -Aug u s t  2 ,  1 9 2 3 ,  7 3  p .  

L e a g ue o f  N a t ions , F o u r t h  As s emb l y , Report o f  the 
B r i t üi1 D e l e g a t e s , Lon do n , Ht lS O ,  1 9 2 3 ,  39 p .  

L e a g u e  o f  N a t i o n s , Fi � t h  As s e mb l y ,  2 nd Comm i t te e , 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  Commun i c a t i o n s  a n d  Tra n s i t ,  R e s o l u ­
t i o n s  p r e s e n t e d  by N . H .  S t r a s bu r g e r  ( Po l and ) , -y;:rr;-­
I924;"" V I I ,  2 p .  

L e a g u e  o f N a t i o n s , S e c r e t a r i a t ,  T e n  Y e a r s  o f  � � r l d  
C o - o p e.r a t i o n , Gene v a , Le a g u e  o f  N a t l o n s  P re s s , 1930 , 
�67[)-. 

L e a g u e  o f  Na t i on s  U n i o n , L o n d o n , Report , 1 9 2 2  ( S . G .  
3 0 2 1  (!..J , 2 , 3 1 )  2 4  p .  

North o:?:n P e a c e  Un i o n , T h e  l·lo r l d  Lnn auaae , S t ockho l m ,  
S v e n s �a F r e d s -Och S � i l 3 eco�s f o r e n l n g c n s  F6 r l a g , 1 9 2 0 ,  
6 0  p .  ; ( j u dge s En g l i s h  a s  t h e  mo s t  s ui t a b l e  l a n g u a g e . )  

O f fi c e  C e n t r a l c  E s p e r a n t i s t s , Ko t e  s u r  l ' e mo l o i  d e s  
g u i d e s  S s tJ e J:anto d e  l a  C ro i :-: Rouge , P a r l s , 1 921 , 4 p .  

P an:",Jn1 ·: s t ,  E 
the F' l.,': · ·. u re o 
l<e g a n : · a u l , 

S y l v i a  ( B r i t i s h  s u f f r a g e t t e l , De lpho s , 
I n t e r � a t i o n a l  L a n g u a g e , )  Lo n do n , 

rcn c h , �rubner & C o . ,  1 9 2 7 ,  9 5  p .  
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P r i va t , Edmo n d , Ave n tu r o j de P i o n i r e  ( i n c l u d e s  ch a pt e rs  
o n  Lord Rob e r t  C ec i l ,  F .  Nan s e n , P r l n c e  Ar f a , etc . } ,  
La Laguna , J .  R e g u l o  E d l o n i s ta ,  1 9 6 3 ,  1 4 3  p .  
Priva t , Edmond , H i s t o r i e  de l a  l i ngvo e s p e ra n t o  ( H i s ­
tory o f  the E s p e ranto Language ) ,  L e lp Z l g ,  F .  H i r t  & 
S C>hn , V 0 1 . 2 ( 1 9 0 0 - 1 9 2 7 )  1 1 9 2 7  r 2 7 3  lJ •  
Pr iva t ,  Edmond , L i fe o f  Z ame nho f, Lenden , G e o r g e  A l l e n 
& Unwi n Ltd . , 1 9 3 1  (fir s t  p ub l i s h e d  i n  1 9 2 0 ,  i n  
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'J'CT:\ ES !JEFU\J!TO FHESSU?.E GROUP fiT THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS , 

l920 · 192S . A �emo i r  p repa red under the d i rection o f  

r �o r . Dimi tri Ki t s Uci s ,  H i s t o �y Depn rtment , Univ e r s ity o f  

O �; t ::nm. , i n  parti.al ful fillment f o r  the requi rEJments o f  

a :-1a s t e r  o f  Arts . Novemb e r ,  1973.  Margaret Huber . 

To lock baclt over the ev ents o f  the p a s t  i s  the 

t a 1k o f  the historian and the analy s t ,  contr ibuting t o  

th ·; s t o r e  of lmov1ledge o f  the human rac e .  The autho r o f  

th l s  tex t ,  Iv!argaret Hub e r ,  has undertall:en the obviously 

s t renuous tasll: of tall:ing one fac e t  of th8 history of the 

inte rnational language , Esperanto , the ob stacles it met 

a t the League o f  Nations in the nineteen tv1enties . She 

has explored in depth , to an as tanishing measure , the 

man n e r  in which Esp e ranto failecl to t riumph . The s e  

ob s t acles p revented its  suc c e s s  the n .  The consequenc e s ?  

A t  all inte rnational c onferences and disrussions,  the 

:i: n t e rp re t e r s and t ranslatora do the i r  bes , to ove rc ome 

1-i::at the lacll: of unde rstancling , forc sigh t  a.ncl ideal i sm 

c aused to humanity . 
Hncl thc League of Natlons p onnc ed upon E sp 8 rant o ,  

enthu s i a s t l c nl l y  ensured lts t eaching i n  the school s ancl 
l'Tc�led :iately c;lven i t recognition ns an ad d itional le.nguage 

fo>' i nt e rnat :i. o nal u s e ,  tue o.llvo.ntagc n \"lOUlrl ho.vc b e e n  

i ,J tainerl .  The re would be no 1 1 languo.ge prob l emsn in the 

r J i'lcl toclo.y and thc cultural hOl'itago of all individual 
D. -� i o n s  \·Jo"J.ld hct•: e been made av aila-o l e "Go all p e oplo s .  
f 1·1n ·::-r�al·et :-h: b e ' · ' s  p f'fort b · · i n g s  f:cui '� , o o  much tl1e lJettc r ,  

' ' e n  i f  it come s hal"'  a c e �tury lat e .  
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!Jio. rgo. T e t  Hub e r  1 s v1orl� to.ke s up 1L�6 po.ge s . I t has 

been done with extreme c are and attention to detai l .  

I t  follow s  the t r o. d i t ional s tyl e o f  h i s t o r i c al ano.lys i s ,  
vli t h  copious footno t e s . She tells what p eopl c saicJ. ,  

and a l s o  who they vre re . She gi ves h e r  autho r it i e s , 

iP:. eleven p age s of re fe renc e not e s ,  apart from Üte 
. . 

footno t e s  in the body of the \"IOrlL The le.nguage s tyle 

is c l e a r  o.nd easy to follovl, shm'ling a fine appre c i ation 
o f  the ni ce t ie s  of the English language . There are 
rela t i  vely fev1 ( e.nd minor) point s , mainly o f  a ty'pographlcal 

o r  c opying natu re , to be c o r re c t e d in the final text . 

The author c i  t e s  the Japanes e o ffJ. c ialt1 recogni t :l on 
of the e s s e ntial neut rality of :C sp e rv.nto , P ay.i..nr; thv.t . 
t.ü s \'Toul d  mean " the Japanese vlill hencefor .h have noth :i �'j  

t o  f e a r  o r  c omvlain a b  out i n  inte rnational eonferenc e s .  �� ( p .  31� 

At the p r e s ent time ( in the 1970 1 s) -tb.e Je.po.nese sti l:t 
suffer i n  pol i t i c a.l e.nd e conomic in.ternationo.l :l cm ,  'T.'he 
Esperanto sp eo.ldng Jo.pnnese ( st:lll o. tiny m:lno:'i�;y) non 
p rovide links i n  some sixty tmms nnd ci"Cies in Jc.po.n, 
op en to Esp e ranto - sp e al{ers all ovc r  tl1c 110rld . 

Tl1e autl1o r c i  tes tl1e Inte rno.tiono.l Red Gro s ::;  ros olu·i;:::on 
( 1921 ) r e c omrnending E spe ranto o. s tl1c most pom� rful meo.ns 
of ob taining int e rnatj onal u�d ers tanding . (p , 42 )  In tl1o 
p a s t  ;:· :t rty yeo.Ts , lJ e c o.u s e  of non e n c ourage!'"l e n t  of Esp e ranto � 

many rato.l i t i e s  have occu rred on land , sea and in the al r .  
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'!:h o s c  ::'o.tali t i e s  l•!h i ch 1•1ere due to languo.ge d i f f i c u l  t i e s  

c oulcJ. h e.v e  ·o een avo i d e d ,  o.nd t h e  b l ame f o r  them mu st 

•-- e s  i; s aUE •/ely o:1 ti1e shoulders o f  the League o f  Na t i o r: s  

n � a  i t s  su c c e s s o r  t h e  Un i t e d  Nat i o n s  O rgan i z a tion , and 

:1o i; on t h e  S sp e :·anto iftoveme n t ,  �1hich has rep e atedly 

p l �ad etl with the U . N . , even t o  the ext e n t  o f  millians 

o � sig'1ato ri e s . Recent respons e s  have follo�1ed the s ame 

p � t t e rn as that of the 1922 r e sp o n s e  mentioned b y  the 

a •. i;ho r :  a p e t i  :-. ion 1·1as s e n t ,  " th e Te �1as no r e spons e .  11  

T'1e :·epre :o e:Jtatives of any Connt ry e.t the U . N .  ( inc ludi:J g  

Canarta ) c ould ask �1hy mil l i a n s  o f  dollars a r e  wa s t e d  the re , 

v1h e n  the adop 'c i o n  a f  Espe ranto as a 1 1 favou r e d  languag e "  

would save tha t �oney and , what i s  mo r e ,  e n d  th e long 

d e lays for t ranslations . Coun t r i e s  submi tting docume nt s 

in Esp e ra.nto could have them cl i s t ribu t e d  imme d iately, 

without t ran slation, to the lOOplus nat ion s , whe r e  they 

Hculcl be r e a. 'l i ly understood b y  tho s e  fam ' l i a r  "Ti th the 

t: ·  .. tb j e c t  ma t t e r .  Not only 1>1as the I n t e rnat ional Red. 

'; · ·ross r e s olut ion spu rn e cl , c om.rnon s e n s e  vras e.b andon e d , too . 

On p age 57 th e auth o r  emphns i z e s : " I t  vms not t o  

'7ro.n c e ' s aclva:1tage to allow furthe 1·an c e  o f  1·1ho. t mi sht 

i • e c om e  the n ew d iplomat i c  languag e . "  Th i s  F rench ob j e c t ion 

1ems to have been the main c a u s e  o f  Espe ranto ' s  c l aim 

? i n� l e f t  in ab eyance . Y e t  the F rench d el e ga t e  

' ; cp l o r erl the L eo.c;.1 e ' s exo rb i tant c o s t  o f  t ranslo.t i o n . " ( p .  5 9 )  

J n t i l  � sp e ��a� �:o stt� c e e d s ,  ti1 e s e  c o s t s  tdll c o�·tinue o 
_;:: � o ·: o:'·.i c s e.1c'� 1 P,  sf:oul--l d i '! �D.t e an irP..!'Tie d i u t e  re o.pp ra i s e.l . 
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Mo. rgo.ret Hub e r  i s  deo.li.ng �1ith one po. rticuJ.o.r p o i n t .  
She exp e c t s  the reo. d e r  to b e  8.\·Jare o f  the r;en e l'D.l sul;,j e c t  

o. n d  g i v e s  no info rmo.t ion on the language i t s elf o r  i t s  
p re sen t p o s it ion . T h e r e f o ·,· e ,  i t fci!lo�Js th a t ,  i n  
p re s e n t i ng thi s , some a d d i t i o n  might b e  mo.d e .  Esp e rant o ,  

t h e  inte rno:t ional langue.ge , c omp iled i n  1887 , s t ems f rom 

s ixteen rul e s  of gre.1mn a r ,  po s se s se s e.n inte rne.tional 

di c ti onary of some 1500 page s ,  v1ith 8. 1-rord t reasury unmatched 
by any na tiono.l langnage . r-:� is the ideal language for 

s c ientific and cultural p ro g · ·e s s .  There are speal�e rs 

i i s ted in ove r 3000 ci t i e s  e.nd tovrns throughout th.e i170rld 
( including ove r  20 ci t i e s  in each the Soviet Union, J·]3.pan, 
G e rmany , F ranc e ,  Ite.ly ,  the Uni t e d  Stat e s ,  and in over 

70 plac e s  in Canada) . Spee.Jce rs include pa.rliamentaries , 
p ro f e s sors , bu sine s s  men, p � l f 3 s s1 onal �Bd t cchnlcal men, 
c l ; rgy , manual No rlwrs , and the un cmploye d .  I t  opens o. 
neH vwrld to the d:iligent s e ekel' after 1·rorld understancling , 
Information may be had from pub l i c  l ilwari e o  anytrhere , The 
C anacli1�n Parlir.mentary Li b r!". ry ho.s � e.t loant , n d l r. U.onary . 
T oday , Chlnv. i s  the f o remo s t publ:i. she r ,  Pcldn turning out 
o. monthly mago.zi nc , \·Jhi ch :i:s suppli cc1 for 2 yco.ro for �;3 ,00 , 

The author d e s e rv e s  e;cne rous c ommendo. t i. o n  for 11 e :i' 

e f'f ort o.nd for thc dogg e cl ne s s  of h e r  pursui t o f  th c t rutll , 
Her 1·1oTl< me T i t s  pub l i c o.tion o.nd 1-ddesp reo.d diffu s itm,  
No.tion;.:.l Llb rar:l o.ncl Esp e l"·anto L:I.b ro.r·ies th Toughout th e 

1·1orld < :hould re c r? <i.·Je cop i e s . We w i sh h e r  well . 
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